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Sixreex Diseourses upon L
2her’s Explanation of the Second At-
ticle of the €reed, which is as follows:

Believe that Fefus Chrift, very God, begits

ten of the Father from all Eternity s and

alfo very Man, born of the Virgin Mary in
Time, is my Lords who bas purchafed, ran-
fomed, and redeemed me, forlorn and undone
Man, fromall Siny from Death and. the Powet {i
of the Devil; nof with Gold and_ Silver, bub |
guith bis boly precious Blood, and with bis i |°
Sufferings and Death, that I mightbe
. and live under bim in bis Kingdomy
wmd ferve binvin everlafing Righteoufnefs, It
mocency and Happinefs, like as beis rifen from
zbe Dead, and now lves and reigns 1o all Eitrs
gity. Thisis certamly true,
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DISCOURSES, ¢

Léclieve in Fefus Chrift, bis only Sonour Lord,

DISCOURSE I
I beliey

Belicwe.  Thou kel eff that the
doeft avell : The Dewils alfo bel;
James ii. 1g.

A clear Demonftrati ion, that it is not enough (g

Su\auon, to LL ieve one rﬂ‘, true (;cd
God fo looed World, 7

L’( gattenm

not perith,

L2 eriayi L ,th"iJ]I(J
A; d the Gomcl 15 g1V

believe, thHat Fe/us i
might have Life th rotugh his Name, Fobx

I‘.as therefore is the Difference Lc:‘..e* n our Belief
and that of the Devils,

We believe in his Name, which is Jefus; for he fball
fazve bis People from their , Matth, i, 21, W e muit
‘gam to know h,~ Name z'.r,g)]m.

Thisis Life eternal, thar they might kusaw thee the
wnly true God, and Jefas Chriff awhom thou baff fent,
John xvii, 2

The Lord f.'w before-hand, that People would think
tenouch to Sal »n‘ ion, to believe in (,a». ; therefore he
1d4 B ' John xiv, 1.
wa of God, 1s n.'..;.-._',-"-_,-"." in thent
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CanIit
; he be
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that there is one only God, and

Some will allow,
becaufe he can }*uﬂ'Ih,

ftand in Awe nf his Name ;
; con demn.

from Sinning-fo freely; and
thing of Chrift.

now and believe any
need not go out, of

But few k

For the Proof of this, ofe
Chriltendom.

\.\ hat other Nations, M hometan

sand Feavs, bel.ue,
ihe fame believe al -mlelves Chrifiic
And moft ‘l'L(q‘lL require no MOre > of an honeft M'Ln,

than to ln‘.L an awful Regard to (JOJ the Creator of

thofe that call

the wh
A greal {s this, tha le have only to
do with Go le with Jefus L,' .1!{' as if he had

World, nor was to be found in

been found in the
and one conld be

or as if he was a Cypher, 2

Kot

the b'L..:';

{aved witho ut him,
=4

(o= of our Saviour are countéd

erice it is, that

for Scheols ; not for wife and great
hink and talk but cooly of him,

- ins are Ll)d[u(u the hLﬂ.
‘han ordinary in the
1ding him, Lecaule

2/, and only hit
T, who
CUrther

mveld ofiend

cnown ; and I beliese
it/ ¢ naming of

ic Matter to Hearty
to know Chnff;
and thatnet
es, but to fet forth
all the W nrld nnd
called.
we muft know and
it is but too trig the

y X1V,
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a all human MeansiEs
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In the C

tor and Prifoner, w
T'he old Man has h

by Chr

hilated

. this muft I

Chrift; it muft be underfl
and found out.

A real Faith is
Aoy

zhe Sens of Gad

We L‘H
I'E‘Iigh{ i.);‘ of no Sigr
fervein tl
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*r'his Fis Word we muft receive and keep in Sinfpli-
tive Believers did ; but more efpecially,
when we perceive the Power of God touches our Hearts,
in order to make them burn and fet them all in a Flame,

To believe his Word, is the firt Duty whereon om

lepends.
We muft believe in his chief Name, Tefus the Ra-
deemer. the Saviour and Reftorer of Salvation; for he
muft redeem bis Peaple from their Sins, Matth. ii, We
muft believe,

Firft, ‘That he is the Saviour of Smners, who dicd
for the Sins of the whole World.

Serondly, That he, asa Malefaltor, hung upon the
Crofs between two Murderers, and was thus vilified,
defpifed, torn and wounded, out of Love to our Souls,

9 pirdly, That he has purchafed, reconciled, redeem-
¢, and (o highly loved us, that he Taid down his Life
for us; and that becaufe he fo valued our Souls, amd
bought them at fo dear a Rate, he has the firft Right
{0 us.

In this glorious Redeemer’s Name we muft believe.

This Matter is too weighty, and too difficult for hue
man Reafon.

Many therefore will not approach this Truth; and
if they try, yet fhrink back immediately, becaule
they neither can nor defire to believe.

“This is the very Reafon why fo many Souls are Toft,
even becaufe of their Unbelief: For avithout Faith it
P e (ficle to pleafe God.

They can zot enter info Reft, becauft of Unbelief.

Wherefore Faithis fuch an efpecial Gift of God, that,
svhoever poflefles it, can never blefs God enough forit.

This is the Point fo hard to many, that they rathe
¢hufe to do and fuffer any thing.

*Pis the Caufe of fo many religious Exercifes, all ine
vented to fupply the Place of Faith.

Thus Faith is a firait Gate, which few: find, Matth, vik
The whole Intreaty in Chrift’s ftead turns upon this,
that we be willing to be reconciled, 2 Cor. 1. 5. Free
\'_}rn‘n- w_ill a_t'u_rward: do, beftow and perform all the rells

God is willing to beflow his Grace upon all Sinners
for Chrift’s ke,

Cht

gity, as the Pr

Salvation

r
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Chrift died for Sinners, and not for the Righteous.

We are by Nature all equally Sinners before God 3
but Men are fo difguifed by Reafon and Education, that
they do not know themfelves, ; !

One judges another from his whole Heart as a Sinner,
and condemns himfelf zmazvares.

Many a one has not had the Opportunity or Temp-
tation to Sin, elfe he might be far worfe than : other.
For in the Heart lies hid all manner of Sin,

*Tis but a poor Method to judge of People meerly by
their outward Altions ; but it is much worle, from the
Intermifsion of this or that Aion to conclude, that
Peoples Minds are free from Cerruption,

‘Lhe Lord fearches the Heart, and hi: Eye-lids look
after Faith,

Outward AQions fall under the Cognifance of publick
Juftice ; but the divine Jodgment penetrates the Heart,

Wherefore we muft all come to Jelvs as Sinners, and
accufe ourfelves, according to our Hearts, as Rebels,
Fornicators, Drunkards ; as impertinent, wild and falfe
Creatures; and, as fuch, implore his Grace} and the
Rig}}ict-t-i-!' {s purchafed by his Blood.

The moft innocent and moft pious
led an unb \

» who perhaps has
imeable Life from his Mother’s Womb, fo
that he might be counted a Saint, of whom no b iy had
feen or heard any ill, needs this as much as Men of the
moit reprobate fort.

All want one and the fame Grace, the fame Mercy,
and the fame Blood of a Redeemer ; neither doth our
willing or running, our Repentance and Amendment,
avail, but Chrift’s Satisfaction and Atonement upon the
Crofs,

This, tho’ it may be abufed, to carnal Security, yet
remains an eternal Truoth.

Let every onc
and humble hin
which is merited for all.

There are fo many forts of Men enflaved by Satan,
through {o many Forms of Wickednefs, and fo many d
luded under Pretence of Goodnelt
difentangled, but by being made
Difeafe, and of an univerial Res

,"‘1

imfelf a2 Sinner,

beftowed upon him,
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All Men then want Grace, as well profligate as ho-

neft; all want the Blood of Chrift, w_hich alone can

avert the Wrath of Ged, purify the Heart, cure out

Difeale, root out the Love of Sin from the Bottom, and
reftore and make all good again.

We are Sinners as well with all our beft Perfor [
mances, as with all our Enormities, |

And, without Chrift, no Refolution to avoid Sin, and
to live godly, avails any thing.

Wherefore our important Bufinefs is to obtain Faith
in Chrift. Jefus muft come to be our Faith, our Loye { |
and Hope, the whole and fole Objett and End of our
Life ; fo that all our Thoughts, Words and Defiresbe | /
full of him. |

And then we do not tremble like Devils by our Faithy {
but are fincere and confident like Children.

DISCOURSE. I
% E S US.

5 HIS Nameisa fivong Tower, and a City of Re-
fuze, into which ave 2auft fiy for Safety, Prov. %,

But few Men underftand it.
The Angel of the Lord explains it to the Virgin Ma-
i ] £ Lalt cadl bis Name Fefus: T

5 his People from their Sinss

wws waited for the Mefliah as their King, one

irding cheir outward Neceflity, and Slaveryj a

] People do, who know of no other
y and publick Calamity, and are J

nced, that Sin is the greateft of all

¢%: was fent to convince the People, 31
on confifted in the Remifsion of theit

1 om this very Ground the Ange] declares, thit
the Saviour would deliver them from the Dominion [

Power of Sin,
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Buat which is that People he is to fave ? Chiefly gnd
properly the Femus,

Bat when his Office was no where lefs valued, than in
his own Countsy, and the Jews did net receive him as
their Mc/iak; then the Heathen and the whole World
were chofen ; ‘and the Words Hi; People had a vaft Ex.
tent.

And other Sheep I hawe, avhich are not of this Fold ;
Them alfo { muft r"r':'r.-‘g-", John x. 16,

We are nof of the fame Fold, but we come in by
Grace to fupply their Place,

Therefore *tis faid, Marth. xxviii. Co ye and teach
all Nations. 'They were to begin to preach at Terufa-
&m, in Fudea, and Samaria 3 but afterwards to go 10 the
uttermoft Parts of the Eapth.

It was our Savionr’s longing Defire to have that Fire
foon kindled he was to {end upon the Earth,

He isa Saviouy of all Men, Tim. i, iv. but his Belie-
VErs experience, enjoy, and make Ufe of this,

The Apoftles recommend his Salvation in all theip
Words and Writin g5, that every one may bave a Right
f0 1L,

For Fefus is the univerfal Reftore# of all Mankind; .
and the Progitiation, not Jor ours only, but for the Sips
of the avhole Warld, John i. 2,

Tbe Wall of Partition is broden dowwn 3 and thofe, avhs,
Semetimes were afay off, are made nigh by the Blagd of

vi/f, Eph. ii.

But this is no Contradiétion to that Text, where *tis
faid, Fob» xvii. that he did not pray for the Worid, bug
for his Believers,

For that was his Lag Wil and Teftament, when our
Saviour was wholly taken up with making his Will, and
conftituting Executors,

But on the Crofs he remembered not only bis eaun thaz
were in the World, whom be lwed unto the End, but al-
fo thofe that crucified him, his Enemies, the greateft Sin-
ners and Tranfgreflors, J/z. liii, and made Intercefsion
for them.

The firft Proof of his Intercefsion being anfivered,
was manifefted in the Thief that was crucified with him,
that was converted and made his Friend,

By
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But which is that Sin he is to deliver us from? Eve-
Ty one knows and feels, that Sin is no Happinefs for
Man. But one need not make a large Defcription of
it. Accordimg to the Gofpel, Fobn ili. g. the not belie-
wing on Jefus is that wery Sin; when, from a carnal
Mind, one doth not care, either for him or his Fellow-
fhip, Rem. viii, which Enmity of Unbelief extends it
{elf {o far, that even the Children and Servants of God
are hated, becaufe they are in Favour with God.

Ye muf be bated of all Men for my Name's fake,
John xvi.

"Phis has not enly happened in Timesof Heathenifm,
when it was faid, ¥ir bouus, fed malus, quia Chriftianusy
heis a good Man, but becaufe he is a Chriftian, heis

ood for nothing ; "but it is the fame Cafe now even in
the Midft of Chriftendom,

*Tis very well known how little Honour accompanies
ghe Teftimony of Jefus Chrift: On the contrary, hoy
much Ignominy and Perfecution ?

Indeed Believers are mot concerned about that; be-
caufe the Love to the Crofs of Chuift, and the Salvation
they enjoy in their Lord, 1s dearer to them than any
Thing elfe. They know He fared no better, but was
firlt and moft perfecuted, Fobn xv. and that their Suf-
ferings is nothing in Comparifon of what He bore.

Unbelievers may be divided into two forts; either
they are dead, or they are in a manner alive.

The former are quite dead and infenfible, 7. e ¥erj
ealy in themfelves, may fometimes have the Charaéier
of very honeft, quiet, nay good and pious Peoplty
as having a Senfe of God and Confcience: But they
have no Senfe of Chrift; they are without him, and
confequently without God.

They may neverthelefs mean well, do a great deal of
Good ; their Mind may be raifed fometimes by the Cone
fideration of the Word of God and the Power of pre
wenting Grace ; but all this vanifhes again, and is 10

divine Seed.

Nay it may happen, that fuch People do not obftrulk
the Kingdom of Chrift ; yea they may be ufeful in pro-
moting it, and Lovers of Goodnefs; but their Heat |
is and remains a Rock.

They
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They may alfo be convinced, that they are miferable
and worthlefs Wretches; but thefe are but unfettled and
tranfitory Thoughts ; {o that they remain indolent and
carelefs, and have no Strength to help themfelves.

‘Thefe dead Peopleare either Pirtuoxs ; who,in a falfe
Santlity, can proceed fo far, that they may have the
Appearance of Angels:

Or are Ficious; living in many Sins, only they do
not blalpheme.

Another fort of Unbelievers are lively and adive
enough, enlivened by the Spirit of the World, and en-
flamed by Hell, Famss ii.

They carry the Image of Satan about them, and are
declared open Enemies of the Kingdom of Chrift ; they
fet themfelves with all their Might to overturn it, and
make it a particular Merit to be inftrumental in oppo-
fing the Work of the Lord's Servants.

Thefe are the moft dangerous Inftruments of Satan,
and perhaps become his Martyrs: And fince it is almoft
impofsible to convince them of their Errors, the Lord
mult apply very uncommon Means for their Delive-
rance.

They are either Virtuour, like Saul, who thought
within himfelf that he ought 10 db many Things contrary
to the Name of Fefus, and yet was unblomeable accord-
irg to the Law: Or they are Vicious, who, with their
grofs Sins, are alfo Scoffers and profefs’d Enemies of the
Truth ; and are grieved to Iook upon the Servants of
Chrift, becaufe they reprowe their Thoughts, Wifd. i1,

All thefe unhappy forts of People areloft and undone,
and want a Saviour; who muft {ave them, if cver they
are faved,

But what fignifies the Word Sawe ? It fignifies to re-
fcue Souls from the Powwer of Darknefs, and to tran-
Jlate them into the Kingdom of Chrift Fefus; who will
raife the Dead to Life, reftore the Slaves of ‘Satan to
Liberty, take away their Enmity and Unbelief, and

eftow Faith and Love.

Our Saviour himfelf muft make the Beginning of fuch
a Salvation : 1 i/l draw, faith he, ali Men aftcr me.

He will do all by his Spirit; fend a Fire upon the
Earth; pour out his Love into all Hearts ; endow the

Dead
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Attend the Voice of

Dead with the Breath of
the Lord, when he approaches the Heart with his Power,
with his Fire, and with his yirit ;3 and confer not with
Tlefh and Blood, but be obedient to the heavenly /5-

fees according to his infinite Wifdom, how to

with every Soul.

iches one in a Sermon, another at Home,
: u‘-'r. another in the Field, anotherin

Gofpel-like to '_mdu.m Rules,
fitions to all alike. e muft leave

our Redeemer, how he may and

is I

a great Heaven-piercing
to attend and « him, when he comes with
jing Icmu t0 WO 1'}\011 the Soul,

ighly neceffary, when uchiurh a pre-
sears, to {et afide even the
{fe may be retrieved.

' y niot hinder
with

be obfer that one

Sod, but 'e-'_r.'cg up and tux

‘-_-Tc:ar if one has no other

e Hf
faction of C Ll'iiu..
15 all in all.
For on the Crofs |
Baptifm, as the Saviour of
{ ;, was fealed to : A
fu’ that underftands the Myftery of the
U' it an never want Comfort "‘ui Ruc
Lvntl‘]u h L','L-Q‘-m(]‘, if‘TL h
Propitiation for
Cn the C ro 5
when he {:
eried out,

Bebels,

initiated with the bloody
he World ; and there his
r'l. xll_,

and future, to all .L.n -JLY

all Sins palt
1 1
h

1e made a gu:mhmn for all the Waorld,

wgive them: And when le
ave Abfolution to all wicked

He




B that believes on him is not condimined.

Upon this Confideration we need not be anxigus, lefk
Souls fhould net be humbled and contrite enough for
their Sins.

Indeed all muft feel a certain Degree of Humiliation,
as much as our Saviour {ees weceflary for them,

But as in the laft Day thole, that fhall be alive ahd
remain, {hall not prev*nr them thm are afleep: '(What

have experienced who have been lonz - dead;
mL {fame they that are then living fhall t“'p’!‘ in the
Tiwinkling of an Eye, when rhc'il Cor ‘ruption is chan-
ged into Incorruption.) Even {o fome in a Moment, op
ina few Hours, fhall experience all that which others
in many Days and Years feel.

So that no' Rules-or Bounds can be prefcribed to our
Saviour in the Humiliation or Converfion of Sinneérs =
but we ‘muft fubmit all entirely to ‘his Wildom, how
much Remorfe and Contrition he will diftribute to every
one, and ‘how foon he will deliver them.

His Delight is to fave and deliver fpeedily.

Thy hmw comes to thee a Sa wm r and a Helper.

The ordinary Method of our Saviour is not to pre-
fcribe 'Souls a'long Preparation ..mL Form of Repcn-
tance : It cofts him 1“—1: mes ‘but one Word, and Grace
is prefent, and takes away all Sins,

It is Righly requifite to meditate h.r‘cu_f'v upon this
Matter ; fo that we may, by our own Experience, be
enabled to fay, he can fave, he can deliver all that con 1e
to him,

5
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This Name he had already in the ©ld Teflament
it has ever been an Oz
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$fe muft firt manifeft himfelf as Jefus every where, |
ul will alfo experience him as Chrift. After

ghen the So . e hur
the Communication of Grace in his Blood, Souls are

R alfo made Partakers of his Anointing, Fobnd. 2,

- The Name Fefus is his own proper Name, which he
Iy bears as our Flefh and Blood for the Benefit of all Men,
; Be they ever fo dead or fick, or ever {o miferable and
, !#' finful, by this Name all can and fhall obtain Life and

Salvation.

it But the Name of Chrift is the Name of his Office,
Lt and belongs only to thofe that are his redeemed Ones

| )
*.
{
|

i already.

LT "This Name is reverend and of great Importance ; for
i ' the Father has fealed and fan&ified him for that End,
p | j’t;;’m vi, He has appointed him to be the Lord and
g Chrift.

T e | All thofe who have hitherto bore his Name, and
4 1 pever confidered its Dignity, ought to be highly
] afbamed before his Face, and tremble at their bold

Prefumption.
The Name of Chrift belongs only to the Head dnd
his Members. i
Therefore he that will call himfelf a Chriftian in
- Deed and in Truth, muft be able to fay, I /live, y nit
B 1, but Chrift lices in me.
' I am not at all able to defcribe a Name which con-
i tains {o many Myfteries, Benefits, Offices, and-Bleflings.
; ’r Truly a Soul, that knows the Name of Chrift, mult
- Humble herfelf in Duft and Afhes before the Throne of
ﬂ his Majefty ; and is, as it were, taken from Jefus's Bo-
| fom, and caft to his Feet in Shame and deepeft At
iyl knowledgment of her own Unworthinefs.
¥ i Chrift fignifies an Anointed, He poffefleth all that
R together in the fublimeft Degree, which all chofe in the
il ‘ ! Old Teftament had, who were called Anointed.
i Now thére were three forts of Perfons anointed j the
Kings, Priefts and Prophets. Chrift bears all’ theié
|1 three Names and Offices;: For he isicalled; gt
{ i Firft, The King of the Lord, P/&/ 31, yea, The Kigg

k Iﬁ“ L Secondly, The Priclt according to the Order of Mk
‘_q A RS i‘f.r‘,. dechk,
\ ! - i _!-I, ?,c{'-fl'a’-:-}'



(r 137 )
7 The great frnpm,r mig 'h y m W 0:d
]‘\u‘ d ‘;- her ne fiom 1h ;

o aer of the
L/‘ir 71} Ju:? £

: :.','-: f",-;»’ U;sru )

Ly

trin . i vant.
hiy, He himfelf is the King of ¢ vhole World
His Government s univerfal; all ‘Thir depend upon:

h1 H. eath ; r]'\. \'cr" Beafts of the Piel il
prefirs

« Lxiig 14.

M.
T i eF :u'ur up.m’m every thing | by mm as the I ord
bis Powver, 1—::- 1. Al M &y and
hart bine, h't\ \1:1 \H n-nﬁ ferve him
accor dm*torfm Glory and .'Li‘ » Which he had | be-
fore the World vy
But his Anoj
was for no.
Hearts of M

g ftuf“ the Father into this World
¥ Jrrone but rw a Kingdom 1-1 the

Wi i by 0!‘ I
uic ﬂf U\ at Pu\' er

1 ¥ are to fuffer. It
then often as if ¢ he “ orld Satan, the Prince
r‘er{.m t.o_zlf.; do what r,..' ; and as if it a5 an

d with Lnni’ and all his fium were calt down and

" nor exempt his:Children
He has {uffe; -| him{&if,

Lime prefent is and ret

amsa kK ng-

no NMet] to withdraw
g5, 1:} i R.uu.-, Au-
rvant is nop cater than by

wien the Time com
'un._m!nf mr“u
mly Pa

his k,.‘u lren, :11 d th
o bL:L alio th

:,.’E fucceed ;
felves, muft
Ir \T-n ht.

fe and w

nder
VOnde;

'nd } |IUI'J“J\ to be

All muft 4 I.m

n at hs
nd e of all
Cel; for he 15 a&nd re go 1}




L T~ R
R e

< e
-

all 1 nees in Heaven, on Ear and
fore him in his Time,
vife majeftick to us,
to be an univerfal Me f,
lIL mmcr io., *mi pn:.!."

mmalees them valid.
o' we believe, yet we dail
For our beft Dee ]
fection, that they are of no Value 4t all
thout him.

We want his Interceflion for ever, that Gad may be
ther have, nor fhall eve

anerciful to us ; becaule
have, any Worth ar d Meri
Hn. Blood l}t:t-:a niore po
it called for Ve
'hc B ._u'* of Chnift
rhefe who aétually fhed it as s for

n ourfelves.

.\erh.,.. than that of Ah;
ice againt his Brother: But
ceeds ic.u Grace as well for
us, who had astruly &

Hand m it
Becaufe by Nature we are all

L rucifiers.
As we were Partakers of the Sin of £dazm, nay would

his Enemies and

be {--1 ill, ': 1' were .11 be

= W can never obtam

'5 A
Amendamel

LOrtl

t, nor any
we muft
, forlz

PR T 1.
ar d ?.Icri:'ﬂr

{he Throne of hs

y neither can nik
Lnow
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alfo a Preacher to the Poor;
have ever been his fittelt Inftruments
muft lay their Wildom afide

Children,
And what he i3, he cc-mn‘-“uicﬁ es aliorto his Chil-

dren, and makes LIt Priefts, and Prophets.
They have the Honour to bear his Oil, his t.d], and

his ! : ] ir it

proclaim th
As the H

e L wrch
aled to

is made up of

o all the hi

Powers; but for
Slavery, in that L '.Ucr\; to w h‘:.". the Son has brought

S
A Man withodt Chri
Avarice, Slothfi
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ve to his Pride, Luft,
fulnes; an ot refift, but is dragged
by their Chains one rer into another.
But he that is in Chrift, overcomes all that, and be-
comes a Lord over all his Paflior her doth he
dare to 111. any more ; and if he dur
mber of Chrilt looks up

{s and Benefit,
Faith s his \‘L.t\, a
whereas other Men fi

ne
he would not.
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nels as a great
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he Members of Chrift are aflured] chat Sin

who daily walk in
holy Honds zuithont
themfelves unpol-
themfelves in the
rd’s Vellels.

God,

.__Llil]) o enter o

rs doth not confilt

h Prayer of 1
- Words, but their Hearts keep
han they can utter.
e Priefts of the liv God. Weou

7 < |
£5 @ Uing CECrLfiCl, Loly ang  ag-

C

Te that has well learnt this ble Service of the

Lord, who can pray and fanéily himf{elf unto the
Lord, will never think it difficult to be a Witnefs of
the Lord.

Of old that Office was not tied to a certain Tribes
but a Prielt like Zackarias, a Prince like faiah, a
Awes 5 all three had a Right to teach,
ians are a chofen Generation, A/ appointed to
phets, to (hew forth the Praife of him whahs
th

Herdiman lil
i

em, 1 Fet. 1. 9.
ve are an anointed and ho:
) down at the Feetof
elves : Ye aremade
have received,

7e Children of God,
People ; but caft yourfelves
T, bow down and humble youtl
-5 of him, whofe Anointing y€

» know all ‘Things.
, that know nothing of this Mercy, and 0
(till a Stranger, what will you under-

“him ?
Name do you earry about you with the Das-

vd will net Bold him guiltlefs that take b
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DISCOURSE IV,

Very God, begotten of the Father Srom
Eternity,

X 7 E do not defign to produce hete a Demonftras
g P

tion of the eternal Godhead of Chrift, but only
relate the moft weighty Circumftances of his Divinity,

To prove Chrift's Divinity, one need but fee whether
he is called the Son of Ged, and the only begotten Son
of Ged ; iffo, he is, without any farther Demonitra-
tion, as'furely God, becaufe his Father is God, asa
Child is 2 Man, becaufe his Father is a Man.

o has eftablyffed all the Ends of the World 2 Whar
ame, and what is bis Son's Name, canft thou tell
it 2 Prov. xxx. 4.

We do not find this Queflion plainly anfwered in the
Old TeRlament ; but, in the New, Chrift anfiwers it him-
ﬁ’”; Luke x. Matth, xi, N Man krovs evho the Son ;'_f,

L ]
e

thus we know nothiy
the Holy Scriptures tells us,
And we need ufe no other Arguments to prove this
Myftery, but, 77 i; « Hten, [0 e read,

Moft fure it is, that we neither know nor are capable
of comprehending the Depths of his Godhead : yet the
Comfort is,. that he will reveal as much of it as he
Pleafes, Marth, xi. :

The Servant doth not fnoy wwhat bis Lovd Aot but ¥
have called you Friends, John xv,

He that would not fuffer a Teacher of the Feaws to
call him goed, becaufe he did not believe him God ;
befides whom none could be called good, accepted with-
out Hefitation or Contradiétion to be worfhipped by the
poor Man born blind,

Tho' he did not indeed at all Times exprefly pro-
claim his Divinity, yet he never contradicted it ; but
accepted of the Honour of Worlhip, due to none but
God,

Nay, he ordered the Adminiiration of Baptif to be

B3 pes

g of it but what he and
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performed, not only in the Name of the Father and the
Holy Ghoft, bat alfo in the I\'mu, of the Son.

gt Fokn fell at his Feet as dead, ‘Rew. 1. 17. He
ms-.b not that Objection, which the great Angel made,
chap. xix. 10. See thow do it map: I am thy Felloaw Ser-
and c_; :‘r_y Brethren, that have the ig.:ma;g@f

\x .J becaufe he knew, that all the Angels. of God

T un'.u W Of'h'iﬂ im, he has beftowed upnu the Hearts of

is Children the fame M ind and Inclination to wor-

1im.

He has given us both an Underftanding,. that we

know how to worfhip him, and an Lx.lmpm For he
lift up his Hands ..uu'. blefl td them: and it came to pafs
avhile he bl am‘r AE Ny he avas pa irted j;‘d.?f them, .rd;..(l]
Heaven, and th Y W r,n_/r’.l‘f' d him,

mention fome of the chicf Obfervations

the Divinity of our

fnu‘.hxal -’.}J f'i.
Now we [hall
!]u. I{uly Scriptures makes about

Viour.
The firft thereof is, that Cf_. ift is the only Son of God

in the Befom of tht Father For all the others, which
are called Sons of God, are but adopted (.ht'dlcn,
fen by Grace; nat m\[y at the Time when Chnlt
" the Seal and finifting Stamp of our
y were clet t:d f(m) the [Od..d:mon

¢ all for the Sake of Chrift the only
the ‘sak.e of their-intimate

[z}
Eu

\H|.Lh ¥ :,'.-
but the

Ll all d for

elation to h IJ'[‘
Thismakes us Members 0l * God’s Family, and gives
. “e to be called the Children of God, Jobnl.

But Fefus Chriff 15 by his Birth- right, and b} INature,
the Son of God's d Bofom.
From hence trL'C’-r'li- the fecond Obfervation, that
F s the So a.!,llf 21e.
ommended him to Mankind, he faid,
aubom I am e il fu.rj::r’ This
-twixt Him an d his Father,

ull of, _}’:-f’.-,' xVil,

own Heart ane

ved Somy in

teltifies his Love to him in this, that

and W 111 with him.

is in his Bofoms

1 J-(huf 3 \\ H
Th

he is of the fame Mir
He h ULC to us by his Son, who

He has u.w.‘.\... and revealed to us his
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The Tove of God to Chrift can never be diminifhed,;
nor increafed, nor changed, Fobuiii. but is eternal ard
unchangeable ; whereof none can have an adequate
Conception but the Spirit, who fearches the deep Things
of God, 1 G ii. 10.

The third Obfervation of the Divinity of Chrift in
Conneltion with the Father, is, that he did not f{pare
his only begotten and entirely beloved Son, but has given
him up for us all, Reom. viii,

God fo lowed the World, that he gave. bis. only begotien
Son, that wwhofoever belivwes in bim, (Pould not perifh, bt
verlafting Life, John iii.

This demonfirates the Depth of Love in God, and
his univerfal fatherly Heart, the Coancil of God feeing
it fit and unavoidably necefiary, notable to find out a-
nother Way to fave loft Mankind, than that God muft
give himfelf:to be the Propitiation for the World,

The fourth Point of Obfervation, is this, that the Fa-
ther did not compel the Son to fuffer, but that it was
his Sovereign San’s free Choice,

He bad Power to lay doewon bis Life, and to take it up
ﬂg(z.'?;.

He was not obliged to redeem Mankind ; neither
could he have incurred the Wrath of God if he had re-
fufed’it : - 1fit had not been his own Will, he might
have dropt it ; he would, neverthelefs, have been God,
and we the Devil's Sport.

It depended entirely upon him, and notwithftanding
he pray’d to his Father on the Mount of Oliwes, that
he would take that Cup from: him, which was alfo that
momentous Part of Conformity to our Sufferings.

For he was to experience even this fort of Anxiety,
Confufion, Darknefs, and Perplexity, that he might
know, by Experience, how to fuccour defponding Souls
in the like Circumftances, Heb, 11,

Yet he was ftill the Sovereign Lord, . to: do_and to
fuffer what he would, even unto the Crofs and the
Grave ; but his Love carried him through all the Com-
bat to Viftory,

The fifth Obfervation is, that the Father loves him,
€ven upon account of laying down his Life, 79&:;.\3

an
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and’ bumbling bimfelf unte Death,. exex the Death of the
Crefs, Phil. xi.

He lock’d upon
gven in his holy Purpofe,
come and done all, made good. his
ranfomed the World.

The- fixth Obfervation is, that the Father did appoint
2 Reward for all the Labeur and Pain his Manhood
fhould undergo-in the World.

He fhail fee of the T vasuel of bis Soul,

:J";' n“r‘.’!.

He fhall deliver Man and introduce him into Glory.

AsGod, hewanted no Reward ; but what he accepts
as Man, is a Type of the Reward of his Follower,
who, after they have overcome, fhall fit with him in the
Throne of his Glory, Res, il 21.

What could he as God, the Lord of all, and Creator
of the whole World, obtain and 3cquire more ?

But Judgment is given him, all the Majefty and Glo-
ry of the Royal Throne of Fefus appertameth to b
Manhopd.

And thus it is to be underftood, that the Son fhall be
fubje&, 1 Cor.xv, Since he is here the faithful Ser-
yant in the Kingdom of Grace, the Steward of Gods
Family, the Head of his Bady the Church, the Cap-
tain of their Combat and Victory.

He cannot always be the Servant and Minifter, but
the Completion of this ©Economy only waits til hi
laft Enemy is made his Footftool.

The laff Exemy avhich is tobe deffroyed,.is Death.

The Sermant abideth npt 1% the Houft Sor every the

him with Delight and Satisfadtion,
as well as after he had over-
Undertaking, and

and [kall be fa-

Son abideth cver,. John Viii. 35.

His Manhood and Miniftry had their Deggess. He
increafed in Wifdom and Stature, and Favour axith Grd
and Mar. He did not know—and c:q:erienccd; He
prayed — and was heard.

And it is a fixed Trath,. that the Majelty of Jefus
Chrift, which he had from all Eternity, mult be well di
fHinguifhed from that State of Humiliation his Loye ¥
sleafed to-enter into, the’ it be the fame Man Jelos

oty
B
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But who can underftand this, except he to.whom the
Son reveals it ?

Such a wife Man hears and adores him in Silence, and
f'w& to his Godhead and Manhood, Amen.
ftands faft, that Jefus Ct the Son of
Father, is to be praifed and magnified
ty ; and that he only humbled and v::n}tu.d
If of his Glory out of Love to us.
Jefus Chrift, the fame Yefterday, and To-day, and
xiti. Men and Angels fhall worfhip him,

for ever, Hreb.,
Rew. v,

he grant us to pay him that humble Obedience,
ame of Grace, which is due to him from all his
Ones in Eternity ; that we may become true

1is Body, of his Flefh and of his Bones,
his facred \'hnhocd' and he remain for
10us uem. of kis Body the Church,

Who w ould not, in Love to him, with Joy, IE’JU&
and defpife the Trifles of this Werld, and live enly to
him? Let us never forget thefe two Confiderations :

Firft, That God was a D;l grim ; and fuch a miferable
Man i m this World as we poor Mortals are.

For that will ma ke us willing to become a Reward
for his exquifite Pain and Labour,

Secondly, That our Brother, and inmoft beloved Sa-

viour, is the great Reconciler of Sinners, the Lover of

Mankind ; tho® here in the miferable Form of a Servant,
neverthelefs the eternal and living Son of God, and
the Lord God in the higheit.

This makes us look upon the whole World as a little
Corner of Duft, and all the Inhabitants thereof as Grals-
hoppers. It will make us think, as if we and the Lord
were alone in the World, and lofe all Admiration, all
Sorrow and Joy in him. For he overbalances all, and
will himfelf be all in all to us,

D15




DISCOIURSE .V,

. 1
.i I y Man, born ff the Virgin ﬂfﬂrj
} b . 2
o *HE Father has a im Authority to "t-
| | i ecute Judgment, ¢ is the Son of Man,
{ | Vil 2%
I + e = -~
! i 1efe m Words of the Son of
Rl s one of the Reafons of
il
m |
e ould die: Therefore
e | 2 of @ Serwant upon
1 finful Flefh, and became
before, fo he wai
wand c;,ﬁ' nurfeh'ea
I down 1 t, he is God,
| the Lord in the hi approach im on the other
[' hand with Joy, -ction, and Confidence, be
: § i cauvfe he is a wl 5 we are.
] | And this L'.'.,‘J.{ "’LI“:i'l'd
[’. 'i and fet him hhh
i his real Death for them ;
21 at 'hc Rij »ht-}\'l.,d r'1[' I'm'.cr
Ew it en fo of
o * E ‘:*“‘IL. , without I‘ n
} J did not %ufm what a

i thou
il | B

: or, as St Paul (aith, fs perfe
r : y ag 2l Faul 13 y 15 PEr/icly
to himitis Wi =
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- that

"Conftience, as He

#e Fuzws whar Difpofition ave are of, Heb. ii,

He can have Patience with us, and underftands how
to diftinguifh betwixt Malice and Weaknefs,

He has felt our Infirmity ; for he was a real Man in
Soul and Body, and Partaker of Fleth and Blood, like
other Children.

He has experienced whatever they meet with in Life.

He was made like the meanelt of all.

"Thereiz no Man in fo miferable and delpicablea Figure,
mber, .‘1\1 comfort himfelf with this,
1 in the {ame Condition as he is.

In the Wildernefs he felt the Affaults of the Devil,
and the fiery Darts of the wicked one

He, as Man, has been ftruggling, and was obliged to
arm himfelf with the Word of God, and with Prayer,
like other Children of God.

He depended upen his Father in confiant Refignati-
on and Faith,

After he had fafted forty Day felta great Weak-
nefs of Spirit, and other Symptoms, incident to another
Man in the llkc Circumftances.

whao could not
T

From hence our Sa 3 te of
Humil Father our F .«rlh m‘ his God
“our God.
. Yer we know we are but M .nd He God: We
Children by G I 5 ufe : He Lord,
and we Servants : He has Life of If, but we have

it from him.
All we have 15 of his Grace and | 3
ms true: In rezard of his Worth

That is and rema
and Dignity, we are mere ndthings, and little Atoms

erev

of no value.

We are Creatures, He the Cre
He the Head. All our Gifts,
have from him.

Yet notwithftanding we are wi

We can belie

did,
This he begg’d of" his Father in his Laft Will, that

He might be i m u , and we in Him, and that he 1] ould

Lte‘n us, Fobn Xvif
'['his is a Matter of the utmoft Impertance; which
fhould
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fhould make the c‘.eepe& Impreflion en all our Heans,

We fhould raake it our grcatefL Joy to ts read 1n his
Steps, and walk as he walked,

] or every Man that bath this Hope in bim, purifict}

i felf, even as be iv pure, 1 ]01111 i, 3. And be that
aith he abideth ir Bim, oug oht /w.fj r{'}« to avalk sven
as be swalked, 1 John i1, 6.

Nothing but the Life of our Saviour is the Rule,

The Luu]-n.g alafs of Holinefs is this: We have the
Mind of Chrift,

And this Mind we can obtain no otherwile, than by
remembering, that the great and unchangeable Gad,
who dwelleth in #he Light avhich no Man can q“;m_..b
unto, 1 Tim. 6 16. has made himfelf vifible, and has
appeared in the Form of finful Flefh, and bas judged and
condemmned Sin in bis vuun Boay.

Thisis that great Myflery of the true Religion; Gad
manifefled in rf‘ Flefto.

And thisis what St Pax/ wanted to apprehend, @iz,
t0 know him, and the Powwer of his Refurrection,

And w ]"(‘n he faith, Fight the good Fight of Faith, le
thow Lord over Sin, the J'.' orld and r’u‘ Dewil, he J.Cds,
Lay hold on eternal Life, 1 Tim, vi. 12.

But this is Life eternal, to know :elu Ci

Here it is nothing but Pa chwork, w hL,_., one doth
not know the whole : But there is perfect Kn owledge,
where we fhall know ]nm, as we are known, 1 Cor

Wherefore true Religion confifts in being in
Day by Day, moreas .d more into this IruJ1 Th
Yus by Grace is become a Man, and has been like one
uf us ; .ml that at Jaft it ]lld} and muft be faid of vy
As be is, fo are ae in the Werld, 1 John iv. 17,
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D1SECOURSE NE
Is sny Lord.

\f‘ " Lord a y {1 Thou knoweft all thofe Blef:
J JL fings we vn_] ¥ in the Kn owledge of thy Goveri:
ment, and in what manner we are to be delivered @t
once from all our former Sims,

Thou,




¢/ %5

Thou, King of the whole World l, knoweft how hap-
Py thy frec ‘u"\ju:- are, that have given themfelves up
to thee, and fobmitted to ¢l iy Goverr mént,

Make us all fo h; appy, that are here before thy Pre-
fence, that this 1mpun.mr Truth of thy wmw:-' vy
may be declared, if not with all dye F caltnefs, yet
according to thy u.x] Intention, for thy 1.I|_'1;-\\, fake,
/M:..’!

I any Mon lia
.{ﬁf}.'d?.'f”ff’).'s! 1 .-".- Fan-atp

ot the Lord Fefu

I will not enguire at p::'mr whether this is the Form
of a Ban or Curfe, or a Rel ation of the unhappy Srare
of thofe Souls that do not J-w-*_] fus, like t
XX, 171, f_r;.' that is u

it in Rew,

Hi ftild ; 4

v that is vighteous, It 5, f ftidd : So asif he
would fm I[L that doth not lmc‘r..r* iur.l Jetus, s
curfed, and cannot inherit the Blef sing ; he s undone
our Peace cannot ref upon him; for the Source of ;L.l
Peace is Chrift our Peace,

But be that as jt y ill, the Declarati
thatall the Souls, of any Lt"i"nb... ion,
Jelus Chrift, are accurfed,

The Thre: atening of the Apofile might not impro-
perly be applied to us Cl riltians, who ufe the ourward
Form, and will not be excluded from God’s F amily and
the Church of Chrift : Byt I wave thar, and o; aly declare
to all, that the old Corruption we have by Nature,
and which fhould have been, nay, may have been ac.-
tually taken a; way by Bay '

sed again ; is fi]] J."l.i.” 5 nay, will prefs you down to
.{-h.l if you do not love the Lord: Jefus.

This great Privile ge of the Love of Chrift, is ground-

ed upon feveral J’JmL iples uf the Holy Sertpiure

The Apoltle fai h, He

liwe, Seould mot frene eforth
bim avhich died ,.m thime ¢
and Rom, xiv

5 ﬁrm,
that does not loye

1f n, 1s Yet pr l,;f,‘]s[ LE:.;_.I re

irn-

1y i -y
t for all, thit thiy avbich

0 -u L
and re i 7, r.*f'd.-‘ e
i be L:z
To him the E\f’)"‘t.' belongs the K mbu}m a ereigm
;(L]" re over all Souls, over all Mankind uron 'nL .l'.'i ce

“of the whole Eargh ; particularly over LLGiL that ar:
L

@




s Doftring i§
Thefe furely
7 hear of Jefus laid
';LL
h his Lordfip and Sovereignty con Wit ?
, that his Subjeéls are a free, wil-
{e Delight isto {erve him with Joy and
es thus, r’r a Nan
And

roy '
and da wer [og

j 00N X1y,

ift is our Lord, is of ex-

-{ent evil World, that Je-
urd out a Myftery, which

st and rr_.nﬂ("t 1111--.‘. all the J_).l'. |'_-}. s L]u“C
; e in Time, or in Bternity, we
our Lord.
] not quit his Service ; we are happy foreyer
and if we miftake any
= will always judge
ver require of us the
’ of our ]1.

WEe arc s

GI n'. it

we deferve no-
our beft DGFJ\




That we ferve him, i 3
tended with {o mu action, P | Serenity of
1 , We are
taan to }_'ht

in any La-
and convinces usof

[on enotgh to thank

nothing,

t one fhould re
bour of Grace, a ];0!_\-‘
o many, Frailties , that we
God, when we forget our iw Ve
but that we hav ca Savi

H\uw is wi ants.

Nothing is kere required bur a fincere Will and Faith-
_tl. net

Buorif they will merit ar vy thing thing but
Pain and Troubl ie.

He rewards accord ling to his Ple and the Iaft re-
celve the {fame as he f'in(w ‘m t,

Do th agree w ith thy Séviour, he will abate thee

nothing, but certainly perform what he hath prom
But thoy muft not look up"" him with an evil Eve,
deferves not h.nL, and yet rec ]
The Sum and kut, tance ¢ |

: npa rmu]{,. 18
.D dft thoua once Know
be 15, thou wot ].{1 love h|"1,

'The World promife at deal, but performs 1
and if fhe ke eeps hcr \‘- ord, and perhaps outdoes her
Promife, it doth not come up to | I 1ff
sothing but S ings, Perfecution,
for his Name's fake.

P

This is the Salary, by ,..u]l *}c c,\,
Eafe and Content, and has far 1
he r Mafter, than a ny one can have 1.1_,'.
he could have all the Pleafires and T
World.

I befeech you all fincere ly to enter deeply into the
Meditation of the Sufferin gs of Jefus. 3

A Man of the meaneft C; apacity can cmnp]-"].!-"'f and
experience this, as well as th greatelt, wifet, and moft
honoar able and venerable of all, -

I cannot deny, however,
Things may be wantir

reafures of the

which owur Saviour requires,
1 and

here a great many
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y Things may oceur, whereof the Soul may be
athained before his i[(ni;.' Face, when this l!.’l[] ens all en
a I'“u--, for the Dray ;[1 g Motions
ve to him are ‘l“"-‘\‘-* than oar Thoughts and Re.

and ma

and conilraini

a cood Lord we have; how
deals and bears with us; how
all our Faults, and to fupply, by

Vifdom and Faithfulneis, ali the Wants of our Ex-

perience,
Ihe living

15 ever in-
‘Er We are; w };Eq.
refent with us, and
ourfes, upon - all Oc -caftons, and
and Actions of Life.

( not l1.l.1]L us to do what we
s to the Yoke and :'.;.: arity of Chrift,
] take Eifect till the Man i
1ll the on of God makes lnm hear his Voice.
thizs is the blefled Efet of the Blood of the
which makes the Heart melt in a Moment, and
cafts out Death, that Life may take place; i if Mcn, at
the Hour when the Lord comes with his Spirit, to ime
print the Word of the Crofs, do not make their Hearts

n of thi

as an A and harden themfelves, feeking Relief
by B en, by Diverfions, and other fruiflef
Amufe 2inft our Saviour™s kind and folemn In

vitatiomns.

Qur own Hearts will tell us how often we have doné,
,1"(1 ao this fhll.

And now I muft mention, in a few Words, how wé
ve in our Call, that we may not froflrae

uuml‘ to bel
the 1ame

Here many will obje& and fay, tho® I would willinge
ly refign |_.-_\|d.t entirely to my Saviour, yet I cannot
do iz, becaufe I ferve fuch a Lord or fuch a Mafley
where 1 have fomething elfe to mind; or the Circom:
ftances of my Affairs with other People will not permit
1L,

Eut all this doth not, in the leaft, interfere with out
Saviour’s Service,

Ore
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One may be, and do any Thing in the World, pro-
vided the Condition, or Bufinefs, is not finful in itfelf,

What particular Conviction any one may have of his
own Condition, is quite another Cafe ; for what is hurt-
ful to one, may be ufeful to another.

What can forward one, may be a Hindrance to ano-
ther: The Lord may, with Patience, bear in one, what
he cannot fuffer in another.

But, in general, m all the outward States, Conditi-
ons and Trades of Men, (if they are approved in Scrip-

sy
ture, or tolerated) cur Saviour may be the Lord in them
all.

For all Men in the whole Univerfe are his Subjedts,
and all the Creatures his Servants, 2oi firve the Lord
Chrift.

Even the Servants, thatwere Slaves to their Heathen
Malfters, were commanded to do their Mafters Bufinefs
as to the Lord Jefus.

Whether you cat or drint, or aubatever ye o, do all to
the Glory of God, 1 Cor.x 31, -

E  The Lord our Saviouris fo intimately united with
his Men and Maid Servants, that he has a Hand in all
their meaneft Offices.

Whatever they do- with Chearfulnefs, without any
Defign for Self intereft, but from a true Principle, fo
that they can fay, ’tis my Office, my Duty, T will do
it with all my Heart ; this is what the Lord blefles, di-
refts, profpers and protects, as we fee in the Example
of Toleph,

Our Saviour fhews his Servants in the moft fimple and
natural Manner, whether we pleafe him or not

He convinces us of what is contrary to his Will ; but
that is an unprofitable Servant, who, whenever his Lord
requires it, doth not, in a Moment, abandon all his For-
tune, Honour and Glo

He doth not fend Trials to no Purpofe, but is very
exactin his Demands. '

As the Preferver of the whole World he will have
every Thing to be done in Order, and loves to fee his
Children difperfed upon the Earth 5 and his Uifciples to
{antiify all States, all Employments, and all Conditions,
as thofe do ohat are govened by another Spirir,

I
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Tt were therefore to be withed, that this whole Com-
try a: d City might be replenifh’d with Men and Maid
Servants of Chr li who neither changed nor defired to
for .;L'il.::: Condition, but en deavoured to get a new
Heaurt, it, and a new Principle, to do their
feveral Bufinefles by,

Then would this human Generation rejoice, and even
thofe would be the better for it, who donot know Jelus,
but are ftill under the Patience of God, tho® not his
Children yet.

]

Thus it is with the § of our Lord, which i
grounded upon this, 75 are forgiven thee = Aid
mg ns with this, I wwill clean.

He that pretends to belong to God’s Family, is accus.
t love the Lord Jefus.
2 outward Th mngs, an 1
loth not trouble neither his
Head nor Heart abon iour, he lies both under the
Wrath to come, and: under the univerfal Corruption;
where he puts on the Curfe like a Shirt, which will
y 21l is deadly and damnable about
him; and his whole outward Life is but a Curiais
drawn betwixt him and eternal Perdition, or Hell igelf:
So that when his earth l\ Tzbernacle falls to Pieces, he
finks imme ely into the Poul of Damnation, without
to help 1:.[1‘45&' f.
1

freely con fefies

never leave him ; na

le Condition, which tumd

and Sceper

i seal to all Mankind’s Experience
of what Condiuon

Stk
Cail,

wce, which all thofe bie
t live in and with our Sawviour, | Mea

el e

muoft w with Patience for the Voice of the 5Son of

L‘i(ld.

Thou true and ever bleffed Redeemer, 1 befeech
vith an i:u:.lﬂu and filial Heart, to have Mercy
) thefe Days have been pleafes
. e future ::u.J_' be pleafed to hear the Teitimony
of thy Dominion, of thy eternal Peace and Love, ¢ o
wy

thofe, th
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thy Merits, and of the blefled State of thofe Souls tha
are united to Thee: Embrace them all with the Arm
of thy infinite Compaflion, and be prefent with them in
all their Ways, and make them fenfible of thy Glory,
that thou mayeft enter with thy bleffed Spirit to forgive
their Sins, to take away from them all Death and Per-
dition, receive them into thy Kingdom, and blefs the
remaining Days of their Lives, and all their Circum-
ftances, with Peace and Joy.

For thou art the great and good Saviour and Lover
of Souls, all which are of an ineftimable Value to
Thee.

They are thy Joy and Glory, they are the Crown
of thy Head ; take them all into thy Prote&ion.

The Father has given them to thee ; Thou art to be
their Head and King; thou art to dwell in them, and
walk with them.

Do this, O moft merciful Lord and Saviour, particu-
larly in all that are here before thee ; eftablifh thy Go-
vernment in their Hearts, and pour out thy Peace, which
paffes all Underﬂanding, for thy infinite Love and
Faithfulnefs fake, dner.

S5 e e by ey b 4:‘
BRI R e

PBPISCOURSE N

Who kas redeemed me, a loff and undone Crea-
lure,

Am come to find Fire on the Eart¥, and avhat wilf

4, that it qvere alveady kindled ? Luke yii 49.

This was our Saviour’s longing Defire, when he came
upon the Subjedt of executing the great Defign of our
Salvation.

When we fpeak of the Salvation of us all, the Na-
ture of the Subject leads us to three general Obfervations:

Firft, That we are loft.

Second, That we are condemned,

Third, That we are to be redeemed ; or rather, ac-
cording to the much more emphatical Exprefsion of our
Article, that we are redecm’d alve ady,

g Thefe
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Thefe three Things we muft have m our View, @z,
that we are loft, condemned, and redeemed.  And all
thefe three Qualities are verified in us at once, wiz. Every
Man, who neither has, nor knows Jetus yet, is in the
Eyes of a Servant of Chrift, that underftands the My-
fiery, not only a loft and condemned, but alfo a re-
deemed Man.

And this is the Reafon why the Children of God are
not eafily provoked to be angry with wicked People
For, notwithftanding all their moft miferable and unrea-
fonable Doings, by which they hurt themfelves moft,
they are looked upon as redeemed Ones, and may be-
come {fuch as we are.

For we are entirely convinced, that we are butby
Grace and Mercy what we are.

We know, we are even fuch loft Creatures as they,
and are redeemed by the fame Blood of the Covenant
as they are.

He that is convinced of this Truth, can eafily evade
all thofe Difficulties, which are oppefite to that loving
Defire, of furthering Souls in the Knowledge of their
own Redemption, and bringing them to the Land of
the Living.

O how were it to be wifh'd, that the Satisfaction, the
Grace and the Blood of Jefus Chrift, fhed for them all,
were once fo truly prefent with, and applied to them,
that it might be as manifeft in their Hearts and Confci-
ences as it is in the holy Sight and Judgment of God!
"Then they would receive the Benefit and Comfort of it

But whence is it that we are fo hard to be perfuaded
of our own Redemption, nay, doubt of it, when we lotk
upon ourfelves ; and that all Converfions begin witha
Doubt, not enly whether we are redeemed, but allo
whether it be poflible for us to obtain Grace ?

Whence is 1t that Trouble and Anxiety are the firlt
Thoughts of a Man that comes to himfelf, and awakes
from his deadly Sleep # Hence it is, becaufe he makes
no due and true Reflection upon his loft and damnable
State and Condition.

For did we believe this, we could eafily comprchend
aud reconcile the other,

_J:{Izr'nf*
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Tfaiah fays, We all, like Sheep, bawe gowe aflray, wp
have turned eve vy one to bis own Way.

To be loft, is, according to common Senfe :

Firft, Not to be there where we fhould be, and can
be found of thofe that feek us ; neither are we able to
find our Way back again from our ftraying Condition.

Second, To haveneither Hope nor Profpeét to reco-
ver one's Eftate, Health or Life. 'This, and the like,
is called, in the World, to be in a loft Condition ; which,
in 4 {piritual Senfe, is as much as to fay, we have loft
the Way of Salvation out of our Sight, neither do we
know how to find it again, nor where we are.

St Poul 1'11}':', D:ﬁ.ﬂ wétion and ilf{!?r_}' are in their W‘?{}'.r,
and the Way of Peace bave they not knenv, Rom. iii.
16, 17.

"T'o difpute with Men about this, that in their Ways
is nothing but Mifery, is almoft unneceffary. For it
will not be long, but they will grow fober from their
Drunkennefs, which makes them fancy, that they are
in a good and fafe Condition ; nay, you will fee hardly
any one go out of this World, that will not confirm it
in his own Perfon, and fay, Tz my Woys are nothing bus
Defiruction and Mifery s smy Days are wanifped, Ihbave
Jeen no Good in them.

But often, before this, while Men are fecure, and do
not care what becomes of them, the gracious Hand of
God overtakes them, and makes them tremble at his
Judgment, and their imminent Danger, that they do
not know what to do.

They are convinced they cannot efcape, but muft fall
into his Hands now or hereafier.

This is fuch a Shock they cannot refift,

His Word is a Hainmer that breaks the Rocks,

And all thata Soal feels in that State of her own
(gg'nd?mnal:lr_‘m, isa Scc_:‘.f_- of eternal Wifdom and Grace,
Whofoever fees a Soul in that Caondition, cannot but re-
joice and think, O that poor Child, which is opprefied
and bowed down with the Weight of his Sins and his
own Condemnation, the Lamb is now certainly paying
his Ranfom.

_ From this State one enters into the State of Redemp-
ton,

One
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One knows and can fay with chearful Confidence, T
was loft and am found ; I was condemned, and am res
deemed

But you can never prove this Holy Truth to People
that have had no Experience of it.

As long as a Soul is nat convinced, that fhe iz dezd
and in a State of Damnation, the preaching of Grace
will be tono Purpofe, and the glad Tidings of the Gy
fpel will have no Effect upon her.

One may reform, do good, and get the Creditof an
honeft and pious Man.

But Grace never takes place, but where a Man knows
himfelf to be condemned.

‘Then our Saviour and all his Apoftles preach the Go-
|—1.‘:'I to the Poor.

Then Streams of Grace run from: the Wounds of our
Redeemer, that one can fay, Abba, Father; and from
that , Moment 'tis manifeft in the Soul, thasone 1 a
Chilu of Grace.

Our Redemption confifts properly in this: The ever-
living Son of God, wha is as truly the Son of Godas any
Man’s Son is a Man, has becn pleafed, becaufe Sinners
could be redeemed by no other Means, in the Love of

his Father, through the Co ation of the Holy
Ghoft, (yet out of his free Choice} to humble himfelf
and to be born a Man, in the Form of finful Flelb, like
a3 ather Children are; to fuffer. a maft vile, (hameful
and curfed Death, in the Eyes of all the World; to
hang upon the Crofs, as a Malefafior, between two miofl
notarious Thieves; to be railed at,+fpit upon, fcomed
and mocked at ; and al' this with no other View, and
to no other End, but to redeem the whole Race of Men
from Sin, Satan, Death and Hell; to take away the
Curfe from the whole Earth, and to reftore eteral
Righteoufnefs, which had been loft by Sin; to exalt
Mercy above Judgment; to gain a ViGory, the like
the World never heard, nor.will hear of: and thus, ib
one Moment, by the Refignation of his Spirit into the
Hands of his Father, and laying down his Life, 0 &
ecute the beft Defign of Divine ‘\‘»‘if‘-!om, and which the
Will, Counfel and Love of God had refolved updh
fiom all Eternity, He arofe afterw ards, and fhewed hims
felf,

-
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Fifto a few Souls, teaching and explaining to them
the Myftery of his Kingdom-more accurately and fully,
that fo they might become his Witnefles in all the World:
After all thele Tranfaftions, he aftended above all Hea-
vens, where he, as Man, fits at the Right-hand of
Po‘.ur, as the Head of all his f.lil}lﬂ!l Believers, ‘to
sn over all the World, but in the Form and Figure
of the Crofs ; wherein He and his Believers are looked
wpon as nothing, or as if they were made for nothing
elfe but ‘4‘1‘rl'cri1‘t", and for a Spe&tacle of Angels and Men.

But the greateft Part of the World, or almott all the
86uls for which he died, go on carelefly under his Eyes
and Patience ; and are far lefs concerned for his Re-
demption, Death and Refurrection, than he would be
for the Lofk of any Trifle,

Altho s a diviie Truth, able to infpire us, whe
believe, with Love; Refignation and Awfulnefs; and
erve and deliver us from all Sin in Time and E-
75 yet all Men have not Faith, 1 Theff. i, 2.
: I declare to all that hear me, that next the
1 and Death of our Redeemer, it is the great-
ne higheft Benefit, and the L.n.LpLﬂ Wender,

on, or al in us, when he makes
s Chirift; w J o, by his Death
has cdc-"“.eu all the ‘w')u] of Men,
f LJ and underwent that [‘m] 11,11.1
which he fo much ;‘mbul for to fulfil : by all which he,
as L\I_m_ merited and cbtained the Right to bf-‘wr..: a
Preacher, who fpeaks more powerfi
of Abe/, and of all other Witn a
whofe Words is Grace, Redemption and §

taken away Sin
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.-:-.'_}'.';.-'rs'.f, but you are Chri,
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Tér) aveve thine, and thow gaveft them me, John xvii, 6,

Thele three Texts of Scripture demonftrate one and
the fame Thing, w:z. That Souls, which are redeemed
by Jefus Chrilt, are great and mighty Men ; who can
boaft with Trath, that all is theirs.

St Paul fays, the Apoftles are yours ; all Men in the
World, they may treat you as they pleafe ; all Things
in the World are yours; Life and Death are yours:
What can you defire more ?

Were this permitted to Men in their corrupted State,
it would produce a great Confufion and Difturbance;
and if Men were allowed to ufe all Things, as theydo
fometimes the few Things of their own, there would be
10 living in the World ; but all this is guarded againft,

For all thofe that live fhll in their natural Depravity,
are o litde Mafters over all, that they themfelves are
meer Slaves of Sin and Death.

But thofe that can claim all for their own, area
Myftery unknown to the World, and ftand in an Obe-
dience towards their faithful Redeemer, which the
Apoftle calls the Obedience of Faith; an Obedience
which proceeds from this, that we know he is our
Lord ; that we fee him with our Hearts, as if we faw
him with our bodily Eyes; that we keep clofe to his
Crofs and Death, and to our Redemption in him ; and
that we cannot bat love him with all our Hearts.

As the Jfraclites were cured from the Bice of the fiery
Serpents, by looking upon the brazen Serpent; fodo
we look upon Jefus, the Author and Finifber of our Faith

So did the fick and diftreffed People in his Time;
they look'd upon him with the Eyes of Faith.

With thefe Eyes we lay hold of his Heart; {o thatwe
live in a moft intimate and tender Communion with
him.

But it doth not ftop here; but we take alfo his Yoke
upon us, as the golden Chain about our Neck. Weare
drawn with Cords of Love; and thefe are likewife the
Ornament to the Cloaths of Salvation, and to the Robe
of Righteoufnefs.

"'Tis alfo called the Badge of our Order, which we carry’
about us as a Pledge of his Love and our Faithfulnefs,
that we dare not do our own Pleafure ; but that we have
ne
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no other Mind and Will than what the Virgin Mary had
in all her I‘I:rppinc'fs: Bebold the Handmaid of the Lovd.

Chrift is now the Lord to the Glory of the Father,
and we are his Subjects upon three Accounts,

1. He has redeemed us. 2. He has purchafed us.
And 3. He has gained and won us, Thefe are three
different Rights.

The Redemption is made by 2 Ranfom or a Price
which is paid.

The Purchafe is made and obtained by Pain and La-
bour. ]

The Winning or Viftory 1s gained by a Battle.

Firft, Our Saviour has redeemed us and all the
World. He gave himfelf, fays the Apoftle, for all ta
be faved ; and this fhould be preached in its due Time.

Wherefore our Saviour commmands his Difciples, con-
formable to thofe Words, declaring (o us, inftead of 2
folemn Qath, that being delivered from the Hands of
“'gur Enemies, we fhould ferve bim, avithont Fear, in Ha-
2 Jinefs ana fugbhoufnﬁ all the Days f'f u f.:':‘}_ i

Go ¥, fd.\s he, imto all the World 1 ar ';‘J'[';u_":’ the
Gs,f;uf to every Creature.  He that belie and 15 bup-
tifed, fhall be Jawed ; but he that belicveth wot fall be
sSdamned. And wh}' ! Becaufe be bas not beliewed in the

Name of the only begotten Son of God.
r For God fent nat his Son into the Warld to condenen the
World, but that the World thra® hin might be faved.

He that belieweth on bim, is not condenmed s bur be that
beliccves mot, is condemned aly eady.

Thus we fee what Stumbling-block lies in the Way of
4all the Werld, of all wicked Doers and Infidels in all
.« /Nations, of all Barbarians, all half Beails and L.',um”n :
i0f all noneR Men, great and poor, of all ]

Laymen, of all 'L'mn alifts and
Mor: l| I\J-\.n of all P nln.rmn 15

of ‘all that are not {ave Ll, nu:l._u

es, we are redeemed from feve-

He ha: ru't:f'm*u us fem

e L"n..u',.‘-:,.r.r:,{_n, Sram the Porver of b

althis prefent evil World,
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He has 'CL:! eme G us alfo _/}-ar“ oitr warn Cony
ed by ] f ur Fathers,
lemp -uf_'ﬂ, acco '.*'“33 to a feriptural ‘n.n['n-, is an
eby any Thing orPerfon, thatisin Lmhapw
Circumftances, is fet at L iberty in .dlli a Manner gaint
which the old Pofleflor has noth ung to object, becaufe of
1ttion that is given him.

The Redemption of Mankind is made by a Price ot
Ranfom.

St Poter warns Pe 1:‘|p\-_, they fhould not think that they
were redeemed with Gold nr Silver, but with the pre
u-ou of Chrift, as of a Lamb without Blemif and

’ﬂ e are as tr.Jh bought, as we can buy any Goods
from another, or can ranfom a Slave: from his Capti.
vity. \\ e are bought and redeemed from Wrath, Judg-
1 all Deftruction ; from Sin, Death,
1 , and in Ged's Treafury,
yment and Ranfom, iz

, who by the Grace of God hai §
d Death for d\(.l) “-Jan.
Ifrael is juftly redeemed, and his Prifoners are juli
ed,

"They could not be redeemed but by an eternal Right
::.J. 5 and an eternal Rede J-I} ion

For they were delivered up a3 fold ln,' a Sentence @
arre '-fu as the I L L-.\[]‘h of the }\JI"“' of / rrﬂ---

J leath was eltablifhed in the

W n
or o

Satan, who had really
s Will, (for, ta nulup
bis Servants thy
e himfelf has exe-
it into the Heart
by perfuading
by naling him o/ the
f his Blood and Death

= wry et 3
tlemieives
e i

cfore he muft now refign them all te him, whom
they
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In another Place 'tis faid, My Delight is avith the
Chilayen of DMen : That he may have Joy and Pleafure
in us, and be facisfied with us, shaz is the Reward of hiy
anfinite Pains,

He has alfo won us, or, as the Original Greek very
emphatically expreffesit, He carries us about inTr iumph,
2 Cor. i, 14.

The common Acceptation of the Word, is to con-
quer and to fhew the Booty of the Viétory, as formerly
the old Conquerors did, who tied their Enemies to their
triumphal Chariots, in token of their Victory.

And thus it is, fays: the Apoftle, God carrieth usin
Triumph thro® all the World, and manifefts thro' us
the fweet Smell of his Honour and Glory, and thatin
a different Manner; to fome to their Deftrudtion, to
others to Szlvation, to Life or Death.

He 15 fet for the Fall and rif

One of the old Patriarchs {aid, Thds 1/
my Savord and Boav,

Our Saviour has holpen himf{elf with his Arm, fo that
the Blood of his Enemies has {fained all his Raiment.
Ha. xiii. 3. He bas deliwer’d us from the Power af
Darknefs nuvith bis Arm, be rode on becanfe of the Werd
ef Truth, and bis 4..5)’_'1-5.7.‘:.{ bas h.s:_:;.,u’:'r Lim terrible
Things.

His Arronvs avere wery ﬁm}*, and the Pl.'l?‘ﬂ';"!.' TULrE ﬁri
dued unts bim, even in the Midft of the King's Ernemicr,

ff:fn_‘f‘;u‘ be i1 Jaid to go _:’.Z‘r{,'i' congRering and to cou-
quer, Rev. xiv. 2.

Butthisis not a Viftory only like that of fubdumng one's
Enemies, but like that of refcuing one's Allies from the
Hands of their Enemies, and fetting them at Liberty;
who afterwards ferve as honourahle Trophies of their
Friend, of their Protector and Supporter, to go forth
with him.

In the Day of tky Power the People foall offer ther
Free-nvill Offerings, Plal. cx. 3.

The Enemies muft c.xpcriénce this with Terror and
Anguifh, but his People with a thou(and Joys.

The Chariots are his free willing People, which free
ly confefs to cvery one, that they are willing Servants
of Jelus,

Thus
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Thus Sau/ {aved a City in its utmoft Diftrefs, and de-
liver'd it from the Hands of its Enemies, 1 Sam. xi.

Even {o did the c]d Servants of God fuccour and fup-
port their Allies. Abrabam procured Reft and Peace
to the Kings his :‘\t.l"'hi.,‘ﬂur\, which made Melch: /e
to meet 11.\1 blefs him, Gen. xiv.

And even fo did our King Jefus, who was ours, and
we were his ; who had psmm{m from Eternity to be our

' Surety, and to pledge his Body for the w ho.c Race of
Mankind.

Wherefore he:is called the Lamb flain from the Be-
ginning ; who, by his long and great Sufferings, has truly
purchafed us, and at laft, in the Sweat of hn Brow, ob-
tain'd his Suvit, and n“lll‘Cd the Vitor b for us on :}'p
Tree of the Crofs, in the Form of a fuffering and curfed
Malefaftor, who bore the Sins of the w lm]e W mlu.

He has brought forth Judgment anto Vittory, made
his Enemies his Footftool, and made a Shew of them
0}" ,“h,

Now fince he has [lui}' redeemed, ranfomed, and

: purcl afed us from all Sins, a careful Attention is re-
quir ‘d on gur Parts Heay fball nve then gfiape, if ave
?:rg.t '@ fo great a S alvation ¢

Why have we not long ago made it our ?T-v-“"r and
Joy to receive this Redemption, and the E
that Con qud} obtained for us 411 by Jefus Chrift ?

He is fo nearly prefent, and {o ready to give ns all,
and to beftow on uvs his Redemption, that every one
may apply it to his own particular Perfon, and fay, I
have been purchafed and ranfomed too.

He would fain make us know that we are his

{ed Goad, his Bride which he labour’d for, his con-
ier'd ]nv the Reward. of his Crofs, his Delight and
Liun r:, wherewith he was crowne: 3

B
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Thefe are indeed they which alone ftill pierce and
wound the Hearts of all poor Sinners to this very Day.

For this Figure of our atoning Saviour was the Copy
of our condemned abominable Souls; yet he loved
us unto Death, and obtained this by his Sufferings
upon the Crofs, that now he dare not conceal, but fhey
us to every Body as his Trophies, as his delivered Allies
and his peculiar People, whom he carries through the
World, protcéts them as their Hero, and never for-
fakes them to the End of the World.

Ta-day, if you will bear his Voice, harden not your
Hearis.

We are not bid to force ourfelves, but only nor fo
barden our Hearts.

Harden not your Hearts for the fake of a little de.
fpicable Honour, uneafy Pleafure, uncertain Greedinefs,
or fhameful Lazinefs.

When you feel the Power of God, do not refiftit;
let us not be govern'd by our Fancy, thinking this or
that Man will defpife, ridicule and forfake us, ormake
our Life miferable.

We cannot deny, that the natural Inclination to what
is evil outweighs by far the Impreffions of the Crofs of
Chrift.

Be that as it will, the Word is now declared ; you
have heard it, and I hope it will prove a Witnefs in

our Hearts.

You are all together redeemed, purchafed and ran-
fomed by the Merit, Sufferings and Death of the eter-
nal Son of God, our Saviour, our Head, and our Lord.

Now what Soul foever will fill remain a Servant of
Sin, and die under the Direction and Guardiasfhip of
her Hufband the Flefh, her old Corruption fhall one
Time, with the Enemies of the Lamb, defire to fhelter
herfelf under Hills and Mountains ; and will then, if
not fooner, be convinced, that it was her own Choie,
and fhe would haveg it fo, A

DI
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DISCOURSE IX.

From all Sin.
EATH is favalloaced up in Fidory, O Death!
Where is thy Sting? O Grawe! Where is thy
Ficlory ? Thanks be to God, nwhe gives us the Vidtors,
through our Lord Fefus Chrift, i

He will have Mercy upon us, blot out our Iniquity,
and caft all our Sins into the Bottom of the Sea.

And this is the Vi€tory in which Death is fivallowed
up.
PThe Sea is the Abyfs of the Mercy of God, which is
cover'd all over with the Blood of the Son of God, as
the Earth is with Water.

He drowns the Curfe of all Sin, never to rife again,
like a Stone caft into the Sea.

Death is quite the Reverfe of that, to-which he Love
and Mercy of God created us.

God created us to Life, and that we have loft; but
he, who has the Son of God, has that Life again,

He that has not the Son of God, is fill in Death,

Yet People generally take Sin to be a Delight.

But if it were {o, how could it be called a Sting ?

Our Saviour tells us better what Sin is: 2ox are of
your Father the Devil, and the Luft of your Father yos
wwill do, John viii. 44.

Every Man fubjett to his Luft, Covetoufnefs, Ambi-
tion, or Love of Eafe, &', is a Drudge and a Slave of
the Devil,

And if he obtains the intended End of his Ambition,
Covetoufnefs, Luft, or Eafe, he remains Satan’s fecret
Diverfion ; and is, according to the different Paflions of
Men, either admired or envied, beloved or hated, or
counted a happy Man.

But if he has tormented himfelf twenty, thirty, or
forty Years in his Purfuit, and obtained nothing at all,
then he is expofed to all the World, and laugh'd at as
an ambitious and proud Fool, or pointed at for a vile,
covetous Wretch; sbar is the Reward he has for his
Pains.

The infinite Compaflion of our blefled Redeemer,

moved
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wved him to fend his Meflengers to M ankind, fo opes
el to turn them fiom: Davknefs to Eight, and
vom the Ponver of Satan unto God.

If we will live tl'.cn to fee good Days, let us turn to
our good Lord, that our Sins may be blotted out, and
Time of .r\';‘.rf_/ﬂm nt may come Sfrom before the Fuce
of the Lord.

Then that lahorious Toil of finning lofes its Strength
and Nourifhment, faints away and dies,

But from whenee doth this proceed ?

Thanks be to God, wsho giues us the Victory tevough oy
Lord Fefus Chriff.

He has redeemed vs. We may have committed ne-
ver {o many Sins, they are all drown d in the Ocean of
the Blood of Chrift.

All that hear and believe this, and whofe Hearts
are really defirous to be redeemed from all Sin, may ex
p:" mue it this very Day.

No Sinner, never {o long nor {o grofly,. is excepted
me this univérfal Redemption : 1 ‘wr: is nio Sinner (o
W hnm Satan has not lof his Claim,

Ye Whoremongers and Thieves, ye Revengeful and
Murderers, ye Liars, and \»no.,\ er ye are, ye Fearful
and Unbelieving that hear and read. this, will yoube
{aved ?

Believe then thay Jefus Has paid a Ranfom for you all,
and that ye may experience it this very Moment, and
know that ye have been healed by his Stripes.

The Well of Salvation is open for all Sin and Un-
nﬂhmuﬂm«

"Take the A& /olution, look upon him, believe and re-

joice, arife, gird you rielves :'nd ran,

Hp died’ for all, that h».,, aubich: liwe, fhould net
ben fr Jive wito n’uz r5, but unta bim avhick ait
_f'r .l, i ﬂ

We are ]:. , and LJm o to him.
As we have been the bdwht of Satan before, fo-we
may now be the Delight of our Sav mur
Thefe Things in his Service, w hich the Weorld counts
a Burden and 'l'J'J"’ﬁ >, fhall be our: Joy and g Pleafure.
We are his E‘]': ufe; the Reward of his thirty and
thiree Years laborious a 1'.11 painful Purchafe,

Whether
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Whether we eat or drink, fleep or wake, labour or
reft, all is dene to his Glory.

He has fought and conquer'd Satan for us, and ac-
complifh’d his Viétory in Triumph.

He included and delivered us up to his Father in his
lalt Words ; Father, into thy Hands I commend my Spirie.

There God gained us again. Ye are dead to the old
Husband, to live to another.

In thort, all turns to this, that, after we have recei-
ved Chrift, we live now, as we {hould have done before
the Fall, unblemifhed and holy ; only more bleffed and
more fure,

Since he is our Lord, we muft be his People, follow
him and ferve him.

And whoever lives fo as he did, muft, of Necefsity,
be hated as he was.

But whoever can fay, I [ve, yet not I, but Chriff
liwes in me, makes light of all thofe Difficulties.
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DISCOURSE X

From Death, and from the Power of the
Devil.

Orafniuch as the Children are Partakers of Flef ard

Blood, ke bimfelf likewife rook part of the fame ;

that thro' Death he might defiroy him that bed the Poaver

¢f Death, that is, the Devil 5 and delimer them, avhs,

through Fear of Death, awere all their Lifetime futje&t
to Bondage, Heb., xi. 14, 15.

By our Wages we know what Mafter we ferve.

The holy Scriptures demonftrate this,

Whoever has the Gift of God for his Salary, is fure.-
ly a Servant of God.

But he who gets Death for his Wages, is a Servant
of him that can give nothing but Death, let him pro-
mife what he will. For he has nothing but Death in
his Power; and this is the Devil.

By this Death we muft not underfland our natural
Exit out of the World, which is generally called Dcath.{

He




(r 46, )
s isevident from ont Saviour's Words, He ehat be'
ball ] ru(f
I'ts worth our while to confider Luck Words; be-
caufe they plainly ccmcuﬂl.m, that the putting oft this
mortal ’ ié‘l«kl].a’iu, which l‘.(!P‘L call Deatl 1, 15 110 true
Dreath, meither in itfelf, nor in its Confequences.

And for this very Reafon the Scripture '.'»".f';f}' di ftin-
guifhes betwixt the firft and fecond Death.

All Things born into the Worl 1, are {ubjeft to the
firft Dm:h, unto that wh ntroduced into the
World by Sin.

And this T)l ath. we not only
W r:lLi, but carry it about us, wi e are, orin
whatfoever we do; nay, from the very Moment of our
Conception, Death is entail'd upon us by Nature.

The immortal Soul, which can never die, is, while
in the Body, inclofed in a deadly Prifon, in which itis
carried about in the World.

The Motions, Senfations, and Experiences, which fhe
might h:ue, as a free Soul, are difturbed by anothet
Bein g, and the Soul is many times prefle ed down, as it
were, with a leaden W c'Uhr, and turned from her Pur-
pofe by an Accident ;. fo that the whole nataral Life of
Man is but' a continual Death

Therefore our Saviour could not mean his Difciples
fhould never die in this Seni:

But that they foon fhall live,

St Pawl faith, To me to di gain

Tt is a true Gain to die: It delivers the Soul from its
Prifon, 'md from that wrden {he has bore fo long
in Humi cording to God's Appoint-
ment, cample of her ‘n\mm jcfu;LhrnR
ne Body, and did not fay, It is fis
our came to give up his _-uul into the
|m'u< nl) Father. ;

vhen this outward Tahernaclcﬁ
I‘Lil l."a'ri‘; no \] “|(“ any more

Then the ed from her Ircumbmnch
and comes to brea t] as it were, in the free Air.

That which be ﬁ.-::. died, and now is laid afide, 15 t0
be cured in the mean Time; and, by the wonderft

Power

1 TE f—{'-’).'- -’;’ !i LY E {:}
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1 us into the

nd Death fhall ceafe.
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Power of God, is changed into an mcmrupnble State.

Thus, when we hear oor h‘muur has delivered us
Yrom D-\.l.uu. tis as much as to fay, he has given to his
Believers, that as foon as thofe DI)H .‘“d Years, in
which, ac cording to the juft Sentence the Fall, they
fhould die, are n,nuh.d they fhall enter, at once, into
Life for ever; be freed from Death at once, and their
u(‘U.. which hasbeen waihed eanfed by the Blood

I Jefus Chrift, {hall not'befound naked, but cloathed,
'sluon as the I"HIL of t

their corraptible Body fhall Lm
pulled down :.!!L'_: n to Pieces.

the Righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift

allc

5
I er u]u, put him on ]u. in
.d are-fo u-‘d cloathed with him,
PTEa \’_\ |‘.1\L nothi Bg 10 e \"\C__ .:".!t
Terror, w l'u'] ’J" 1¢]

Fime -1' their D,mhmo:: dra
."‘-1. why ? becaufe here ¢ ey are like the (
Gm. hoe, in the '| outward Life fate no

ey have a Death within them, which they do
feel, a DL much more dangerous and intole
than the Children of God have to firugole with, Faor

ray

':|Li[La.

better ; but

i the Flyp

auith the _-1:."-
y know nr.m- te keep the
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Torment, wiz. the fecond Death, and the Soul is cloath
ed with fomething elfe ; for fhe is naked.

And this unhappy and fullied Garment will be far
more tormenting to the Soul, than all the Mifery of the
former Cottage was.

Here in the World they knew how to moderate the
ditternels of Death by feveral Amufements, invented by
Satan to divert the Thoughts of his Servants, n order

to keep them from thinking upon the one Thing need-
ful, and from all Confiderations which might recover
them out of his Snare.

But when they enter Etcrnity, all their Amufements
are gone. All thofe Diverfions, all thofe Reafonings,
and other Things with which they have been delighted
in Time, remain not; the Eyes are clofed, the Senfes
deftroyed, the Arguments, which they referved to an-
fwer the Accufations of the Heart, are forgotten. Then
their Sauls fink down into Death ; for they are con.
demned, becaufe they do not believe in the Name of
the only begotten Son of God.

And that is unchangeably the Cafe, as foon as the
Soul plunges into Eternity, where nothing is but Truth,
and every thing appears in reality without all falfe Fi-
gures and Ideas; and thus fhe finks down into the fe:
cond Death with all her Knowledge, Conviftions, and
Senfations

Thefe enfuing terrible Events, tho® here they be never
fo many Ways diverted and ftifled, yetare always at:
tended with fome fecret Gnawings, and foreboding
Omens: So that Satan keeps them neverthelefs in his
Slavery, and doth with them what he pleafes’; becaufe
he hath Death in his Hands, which for our Sins is ens
tailed upon us, and with which he can torment and
fright us whenever he will.

He can fpoil our beft Days and moft joyful Hours at
once, that we do not know where we are.

All that is in his Power. He is the Prince of Dasks
nefs, that worketh in the Children of Difobedience.

And as the Servants of Chrift fay, he is our God, 18

ur Trult ; fo thefe poor Souls under the

whom we put
Tyranny of § muft acknowledge him 0 be theie
Hea




49 )
Head and Mafter, and dare not fir without his Leave ¢
he is their God.

Wherefore the Eeginning of their Reformation muff
be made by the Grace of the Lord Jefus, and his Mercy,
by his Atonement and Redemption from the Power of
Satan,

This leads me to fay fomething about the Combat
againft Sin,

All fincere Souls agree, that one muft never give way
ta any finful Thoughts, Inclinations or Defires what{g-
ever,

And every honeft Man can relate by his own Expe.
rience, how violently he has refifted his natural Inclina.
tions upon ma ny Occafions, and broke his own Will,

Such a continyal C St Paul relates of himfelf,
when he was 2 great Philofopher and Teacher among
the Pharifees

He gives 2 large Account of jt ; whenever he had an
Inclination o do good,  he could not,
overpowered by a contrary Principl
to do what he would not.

and was {oon
¢, which forced him
This went on, tll he was ng longer a Sl

2 Slave to the
Body of that Death ; for w1 thra®
Jefus Chrift, a

1d draws thi

after
H'..-),, a2l ion
of Dec

As foon as St Pyl i this by E, erience, he was
fet at Liberty, angd delivered from the Poy er of Sin
once,

As long ¢

4ag

ave not found
wredtle with Sin,

('L'LL'-mrum_
and fhrjy
And
good natura] U
he doth not |

ere n, and of 2
€n 1o far, thae
¥s we have Infla 1ceg

of fuch i’-;rll, mad, for no othe
fon, but becaufe they would be good, and do rig
bLll could not e
The Devil Hill (re
ftanding all their

y )
tcoullyw
Oteoully,

s them under Foot, notwith-

uggle and Combag: They are in

i the
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| the fume Condition with Dawid, when he fays, The

Enemy has perfecuted my Seuls he bas fmitten my Lifs

E Aot ;.'- to the Grarmd; be bas latd me in Hf’x.' Dt!!‘r’ﬁh‘tj}, dar

EII the Mn that hawve been long dead.
|
:

All this proceeds from their being Servants of Sin;
they are looked upon as Adulterers; they have no "
! Power to leave Sin, their old Hufband, and dare not live
| with another.

_ : But he who knows the Salvation that Jefus has pur-

| chafed us, underftands the Myitery how to get rid of
I (il Sin in a moft eafly Manner; fo that it muft give way,
i muft fly and die.

We keep ourlelves, that the avicked one toucheth us
not, and »efiff the Dewil, that be mult fy from ws.

And this is to be obtained no other Way, than by an
entire Dependance upon Chrift. When we humbly
confels and fay to him, My blefled Saviour, I of my-
{elf can do nothing ; I am a Man weary and heayp
laden. Have Mercy upon me, I fcarce can breathe
, under the Weight of Sin; I cannot overcome it; de-
IR L liver me from this Body of Death, and fet me free from
my Perdition. Apply the Efficacy of thy Death tomy 4,
Soul. Do thou fay to mine Enemies, Begone. Caft ¥'
my Sins behind thee, and fwallow yp Death in Viftory.

! [ . "Then will our Saviour foon take our Cafe in hand, and |

I receive us, who has faid, He that comes to me, Davillin §

Tl g awife caff out. 1}

N He knows very well, that we can do nothing without i
hin.

i i Thus when fuch a poor Soul, which has tired itfelf
1 and yet effeCted nothing at all, comes to him, accord-
ing to his kind Invitation, the firft thing he doth withus
is, he prefents himfelf to us, and fays, This Child fpall
Fiid be .-”-j"'-?r':r[.f::’ O M0YEs
) Souls that are juft pafled from Death to Life, thatare
(R | but jult new born ; thofe he puts to fleep, as it weré,
and then begins to feed and nourifh them with hisown.
Flefh and Blood, keeps and nurfes them till they grow
| Bp Lo the Stature of perfect Men.

Of whom St Peter {ays, As new born Babes, difire the

fincere Milk, that ye may grow thereby.

J &
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At that Time Satan dare not touch us, who are as
Children in their Cradle,

That Child refts in perfe®t Peace, which keeps its
firlt Love.

A Beginner in the Kingdom of Chriff, who but juft
has received Remiflion, whom our Saviour has but juft
kaid upon his Shoulders to carry him home with Joy,
lives in fuch Security, which no I fie; he
can fay with David, Thou haft L
the Gates of Death.

Indeed whien we are grown up, have got Strenoth of

can imag

up my Head from
J

Faith, and put on the .liair:m.-r of God, then the Enem
gets leave to try the Children of God, what People they
are, what the Lord has made of Sinners, and what he
has endowed them with,

But then the Devil is treated in quite a different Man-
ner than before.

Then it cannot be denied, that we ficht with him.

The World we avoid, and fly from it; and thisis our
beft Way.

But Satan we muft ftand faft againft, and overcome,
by the Power of God, whenever he attacks us.

The Lord treads down Satan under our Feet,

Sin is the moft miferable and mean thing under the
Sun; and if any thing comes to put us in mind of any
palt Sin, we muft treat it as the moft contemptible
thing, and kill it as a Fly.

Sin has neither Right nor Power, nor is it worthy of
our lealt Regard.

We muft never fuffer it to ftir, or get the leaft Ad-
mittance,

¥or our Saviour has broke down i firon ¢ Hold, and
fpeil'd its Building.

A Thought may come flying, and there may appear
again fomewhat of the Seeds of Satan, of his Craft or
Violence; but it 15 crofhed immed iately under Foot,

The Faith of a Child of God is fo athive, that when
he perceives Sin afar off, the Aneinting is immediately
ready to warn us 3 and this Intimation of the Spirit is fo
powerful, that ere Sin can put itfelf in any Pofture, it
is routed already.

Whefoewer is born of God, dath not commit Sin 3 for

E 2 ; ¥
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{oon as we begin to live.

Then one can fay, amidft all the Agonies of Death
that may befal this mortal Cottage, Farewel, the Time
1s near at hand, when Death fhall be deftroy’d.

Now I am dead, I am crucified with Chnft. I
know the Hour will come, when People fhall think me
dead and gone, fo that all is at an End; bur my Soul
will think quite otherwife, and look towards a glorious
Befurreétion.

That is true; I fhall not re-take this corruptible
Body.

My Body and I fhall never meet again in this deadly
Figure ; my Head-ach fhall never return,

But is this Death or Life ?

That is indeed a blefled State, to be paft all thofe
Difficulties and Dangers, all thofe Troubles and melan-
cholly Profpeéts the whole World is furrounded with.

Every earthly God, who is ftill under the Power of
Satan, muft, with an envious Eye, look upon the
meaneft and pooreft Man in a Hofpital, that loves Jefus
Chrift.

For he muft of Neceflity have a princely Spirit, and
an heroick Soul, who can give up his Life and All for
Jefus’s fake, and knows he is happy.

" Surely as one has been a Slave thro® Fear of Death
21l his Lifetime; fo one comes to be a Lord thro’ the
Hope of Life.

*’T'is no Wonder that the World would willingly draw
us back, and therefore tries all the Methods poflible for
that Parpofe.

But it is impoflible for us to engage in any thing elfe.

ThewholeWorld,with all its l'c-mp';md Splcndonr, can
never come to the lealt Comparifon with that Salvation
we poflefs, nor with that Life we enjoy, to which all our
Endeavours are ftretched out Night and Day ; becaufe
we know, that we are to be transformed into his Image ;
that he who raifed up Jefus from the Dead, will alfo raife
our mortal Bodies to Life, becaufe his Spirit dwells in us.

DIS
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DISCOURSE XL

Not with Gold or Silver, but with bis holyy
precious Blood, and with his innocent Suf-
ferings and Death.

Hafoever fhall confefs, that Jefus is the Son of
God, Guod dwelleeh in himy, and ke in Gid,

1 John iv. 135.

Thus it is with a Soul, that has Faith and Life.

As foon as one knows and feels, that Jefus is the Son
of God, every thing follows of Confequence; one is a
Child of God, one is willing to refign all,

But Flefh and Blood cannot reveal this,

Education, human Arguments, and Conviftions, do
not imprint it upon the Heart.

It muft be done by that Light whereof St Paw/{peaks :
God avho commanded the Light to fbine out of Darknefs,
has [Fined in our Hearts, to give the Light of the Knoaw-
ledge of the Gl ory of Gad, in the Face of Fefus Chrift,

z Cor. iv. 6.

But how is it with thofe, who really believe that Jefus
died for them?

St Peter {ays, Not fafbioning yourfelves aceording to the
_frmu Ls ufts:in your J’gmmm;. But as be, aubich bas
called you, is bely, fo be ye boly in all ﬂf;u.-;:c‘r of Con-

erfation : Becaufe it is avritten, Be ye boly, f'or I am
holy.  And .;.r ye call on the f‘-‘.'i."/.":'-"‘, e, without re-
_f:tu, of rm_})/ judges according to every U..r?: 5 Works,
pafs the Time of \-'.rf: j‘;';‘..ur ng bere in F« ar. Fore a fonich
e ko 10T, L-JL“! ye are not redeemed avith (ar,uwu'};

; fwer.or Gold, from your wain C,!'.n;..rfu¢
o J.Jcm your me o but avith the
_,u’;, as @ Lamb without Blemifh and
awithout Spot, 1 Pc . 14, 19.

Here are two Thmgs be:.'ond our Conception. Fi
The Weight and Impormme of the Subje@®. S«
How to attain thofe impertant Truths, after we ha
given our Affent to them.

Every one muft acknowledge, if it be true that Chrift
is made Man, 1 have no Excufe but Ignorance or In-
credulity,

Y
‘»

.C

Ignorance
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Ygnorance, when I have heard 11otnmg of it,

In weredulity, when I cannot receive or believe it,

Of the former "ts faid, The Times of Ignorance God
I‘:'.'.-‘.?.":'r‘r.'l at.

But of Incredulity our Saviour faith, He zhat believeth
not, 15 condemned :.’/(':'./.'r{&', JOIH‘J iii.

He that doth never feel the Wrath of God, 1is dead
in Sin.

Has he been baptifed ? Then he is twice dead.

The Moment a Soul begins to live, and the Spirit of
God overfhadows her, fhe hears the Voice of the Son
of God, which fpeaks of nothing but the Blood of Pro-
pitiation.

Then can one fay, He bas loved and avafbed us from
gur Sius in bis own Bleed, Rev. i. 5.

The divine Efforts in the Heart, which drives rhe
Sinner to the Crofs of Chrift, doth effeft all this.

Here one need not an'ﬂouﬂy endeavour to mend one’s
felf.

For Grace overflows all our Sins; they are all co-
vered with the Blood of the Lamb.

He that hath once tafted the faving Sweetnefs of the
Name of Jefus, will give him his whole Heart ; and can
be pleafed with nothing elfe, but with our Saviour and
with following him,

Ye Children of Grace, that can prefent your good
King with nothing of your own, render Thanks to that
f\ﬁ:.rcy, which has not broken the bruifed Reed, nor
quench'd the fmoaking Flax of your Faith,

In his Sight all Men are Sinners, the pious as well as
the profane,

,e Il have finned, and all muft be faved by his free
srace. They muft bow themfelves before ‘his Face,
1e relieves them out of their wretched State.

‘This is a Doétrine, not of the Head, but of the Faith,
which draws and kindles the Fire of divine Love in the
Heart,

tn

DI 6

e ————



DISCOYRSE XL
That I might be bis own,

E fall fee of the Travail of kis Soulyand fhall be
Jatisfed, Ma. liii: vi.

Obferve, 1. The Labour or Trawail of his Soul.

2. His Reavard.

I. HisLabour is called the Travail of his Soul. What
our Saviour fuffered in his Body, is not properly the
thing by which he has purchafed us for his own Pro-

eriy.

13 his Body he became a Sacrifice for us on the Tree,
reconciling us to God by his Death, and quench'd the
Fire of eternal Wrath.

The Caufe of his Sufferings was the redeeming Man-
kind from the Slavery of Sin and Satan, and to do Pen-
nance for us on the Crofs.

There is no need of our Piety and Godlinefs to make
us Partakers of the Death and Crofs of Chrift ; but we
obtain that as Sinners, without any Regard to our
Works, if we believe,

T'his is the Effeét of the crucified Body of Jefus,

But the Matter which lays the utmoft Obligation
upon us, is this, That his Soul was in Travail, and
laboured.

He expected his Death above thirty Years, and knew
that he fhould die for the Sins of the whole World,

In that whole Time he felt whatever a Man could
fuffer in his Soul, all our Infirmities, Difeafes, Temp-
tations, and T'rials.

All that join’d together, when he fweated Blood on
the Mount of Olives; and when he cried out upon the
Crofs, My Gad, my God, avby baft thou forfaken me ?

All thefe Sufferings he underwent on Purpofe to gain
our Souls to be his Bride.

And this he fuffered in a quite different Manner from
his Witnefles,

For they enjoy’d the greateft Chearfulnefs of Spirit
in their Sufferings ; whereas he was deprived of all Joy
and Comfort,

11, His
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II. His Reward for this Labour was foreordained to
our Redeemer by his heavenly Father,

"T'wo Things were promifed him.

1. He fhall fee his Delight.

And, z, He fhall be fatishied.

I. He fhall fee his Delight.

In the prefent Courfe of the World we cannot but ob-
ferve how little Regard is paid to our blefled Redeemer,

His Children, whofe Number is but {fmall, are loak®
upon as Monfters in the World.

Their whole Ambition and longing Defire is to be-
come the Reward of his Soul’s Labour.

And yet they are look’d upon as dangerous People,
or fuch as one fhould be very cautious to converfe with,

And if they are allowed to pafs for the Children of
God, yet the World doth not change its Behaviour, but
remains as it was before,

Yet the Happinefs of thofe is great, whom our Sa-
viour acknowledges to be his Delight,

No Man can defire a greater Salvation.

And our Saviour takes his Delight in all thofe whom
he knows will receive and embrace him,

He forefees how many in ten, twenty, and thirty
Years, fhall be added to the Number of thofe that are
faved.

Secondly, He fhall be fatisfied.

This Exprefsion goes beyond the Reach of our Con-
ception.

According to our common Acceptation, to be {atisfied,
is to get asmuch as one wants ; to obtain as much Pro-
vifion as one ftands in need of ; or to eat as much as o
{aticfy one’s Hunger.

But if the Son of God fhall fatisfy his Hunger and
Thirft after Souls, that muft, no doubt, be fomething
unfpeakable and inexprefible; nay, far exceeding all
our Thonghts and Hopes.

This encourages his Soldiers to fight, and to labour
with Pleafure.

There will be ftill 2 Time, wherein his Souls fhall be
numbered by Millions and Myriads.

Indeed the full Extent of this Exprefsion furpafies the
Reach of all Words. .

He;
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He, who with Hunger and Thirft after Souls, {pent
above thirty Years, and ventured his Life more than
Dawid's mighty Men, to quench their Mafter’s Thirft
nay, even at his Death, exprefled his longing Defire by
his Thirft; he, I fay, fhall be Jatisfied.

We, who are to be the Reward of our Saviour, muft
be brought fo far, that we can fay with Truth: T have
no Will of my own ; I renounce all the Honour, Riches,
and Pleafures of the World,

All I have, belongs to my Saviour, Neither is there
any Need of enumerating any Virtues and Good
Works.

All is his from this very Hour. He demands his Re-
ward, and we believe that he deferved it.

" And this is the Matter, which all true Servants of

Chrift ought highly to obferve.

When Souls are dead, they may be told too foon,
that they are the Reward of our Saviour.

He demands thefe Wages of his Labour, when he
forgives our Sins. -

We mutt firlt know, that we are redeemed and pur-
chafed by him.

This is fometimes cur Saviour's Bufinefs, &y 2be Laaw,
whereby we are brought into Straits, He fhews us
our Mifery, ftrips us of all our {elf-conceited Virtues
and Merits, and convinces us that we are Sinners.

By thefe Means we learn to value the eternal Werth
and Weight of our Saviour’s Merits ; and when he for-
gives us our Sins, we fall down at his Footftool, and
acknowledge, that it would be a Heaven-piercing Sin,
to with-hold the Reward of his Labour from him ; as
if the bloody Sweat of Chrift trickled down upon the
Ground in vain.

P LS GO TTuR: Sok o XTTT.
To live under Him in bis Kingdom, and to
erve Him,
O R D, remember me, avhen thow comeft into thy

Kingdom, Luke xxiil, 42, 2
I'hele
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Thefe Words reprefent to us one of the moft beauti.
,ul Ln‘.u: mces 1m our Saviour’s Pafsion.

he Lord underftood the Senfe of it exallly by his

t f‘illj-\\r'fr, Ferily f,"r" wnto the ¥, 1y .-".q thou fr’n‘;.fr be awith

;. »
ME I LAy

i ife, Luke xxiti. 43.
1\‘ ! The Man, who wanted to be remembered by oup
Saviour, was a Robber ; who, ftill upon the Crofs, was
I‘I LR I | uncon rted ; and not only took _}'Iui.xs for ﬂJch an one
f -':}" I “‘ as he was himfelf, but alfo revil'd him: For thofe that
fl

i oagt; avere crucified with bim, wha were no more than tywo,
il ! reviled bim, Mark xv. 32.

I ';‘,T‘;_ i That h‘.ul.} Intercefsion, Fathes them, for
1P they knoww not avbar they do, could not pofsibly be with-
I (¥ i out a faving Effe®, Luke xxii. 34.
t o 18 (IR By this his Heart was touched, ncl bcr“?.n to awake;
d i l. { fl or, as it was faid of Lydia, Th 1 pencd bis Heart,
¥ ; |_.{ 1 Sq that, without any Hef e faid, Lord, re=3"t
i ‘:”- l' A member me, when thou comeff into fr\}‘ﬁ'r:.\'ﬂﬂr. -

T The Lord who would fhew us the Method of faung |
Souls, erLc‘.. nnmedmrelv Veril 1 Sfay unto thee, To-
|1 tfm .!, u’J' balt .ra-‘ I me in P ({.’s:(': £

Through this Word thc Thief was made immediately
a Camp'tmov of our blefled Redeemer.

This Inftance is not at all extraordinary, as many '
well-meaning Teachers, to prevent Mit’chnf cndcavour 1 '
to prove; and that fuch an Inftance may happen but™y
once in an Age; or that this may be an ]hl’ca'l-... which 1
happened only at the Pafsion of our Lord. I

But more of this hereafter. The Subjet of our Dif
courfe at prefent is the Kingdom of _qu: and his Sube \
Jt“:l“- o

The Kingdom of Jefus Chrift is threefold.

1. The I\mguo.n he had before the Foundation of

:Le World was laid, and which {liall endure for ever.
The Kingdom he began at his Incarnation, and
commucd until his Exaltation,

1 The Kingdom he partly began at his Afcenfion,

e

and fhall continue to all Eternity, tho’ under feveral

Dr.‘o‘lu‘s 3
| ) 1
R 1. Before the Foundation of the World He was the

eternal Son of God, and had that Kingdom before the
World was,

Where-
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Wherefore he could fay in his laft vacr, Father,
glorify Thou me avith thine ovvn Selfs with the Glory
awbich Thadavith Thee b, ofore the Worldavas, John xvii. §.
Ir the B:_gutu- avas the dy and the Werd avas
with God, and the Word avas God,  AJ] Things auere

' made by Him, John i.

He has had that Kingdom, which was continued in
Majefty, Honour and (JIor'.' from an Origin we can ne-
ver hrhr)m

We can never fay his Kingdom began, but it conti-
nued rl:mmun.cd and unc hfuw eable, s.ll hc was pleafed

Blood, be
Jikeny be fame, Heb. ii. 1.

H re beg:lu a new L m'r*m\ a new Kingdom,

\\hu h had been expetted fo i(unr' and is called the

_ hmbdom of the Crofs.

in thofe So

And this Crofs reprefents nothing elfe but the real
Form of the King ; in which as he appeared, fo like.
wile do all the NmLJL\.\ or his Kingdom.
When the l\}l‘.'_{ of P rfia wanted to honour Mar-
: : L..l f; bat foall be done unta the M whom

ighteth to bomeur ? The Anfwer was, Ler
bich the King ufith to au ars be p put
ack throu igh the Streets

and by
g' r!-(_"-,_. Efther vi.

S0 every one, who will be a Servant of our Saviour,
mult wear his Robes, his Reproach, and his Crofs,

The whole Kingdom of Chrift appears moft glorious
ls that have a f'pu'u.af Iafte.

The Lord forbids us to fay, "Tis here or there ; but
Youmay eafily fay, There it is not,

Tot the great and “1.1"
gives of i, ...J;o ¥

dt.ur and -

on Horfe

ent Defcription the World
rd P omp and Gran-
ery the Charafer of the trie

s Lhurc h) one may, without the leaft Hefitation, give a

flat f‘)u rial,

Thofe applauded Chriftians can never demonfl ate
themfelves 1o Le the Pe ople the King honoureth.

For they want his Ornament, the Nature of his Princes,

i and the H_"LI Enfigns of his State.

dn this Kingdom nothing is to be found but real Sa.

tisfaction,
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jon, and perpetual Hours of Bleflednefs ; but all
the Heart.

c God 13 R-'

'f.’{,ﬁ:’:_‘};', Pc'(?f!,', ﬂ'?!{l’ _70’

, Rom. xiv. 17.

But to all rh. t do not underftand the My fery, this
Kingdom is but poor, mean, and infigni ﬁa.:im,

The natural Man veceiveth not thed oy af the ﬂ"pmt
of God, for they are Foo (v unto bim: Nei ither can be
knowe them, becaufe ally difeerned, 1 Car,

rd Kingdom begins partly from his glorious
and endures to zll Eternity ; but it will be
L nifefted, when all thofe fhall be brought
into it, who are ftill fweating in the Kingdom of the

]

Crofs.

of God, and it doth

37’

&

e like bim ;5 for “'(Jffnu'f'lf

Jehn iii 2.

]LJ "l|: I
Kingdom are the
his Poaver rione aré

Souls of Men ; 1n t.'IC Kingdom of
All Souls are im
: i

Foundation

bis Gra (ly

i} befure the

¢

\11 our Days are written in his Book that are yet @
come.

We muft promote his odom, tho' never fo much
againft our Wills: T r liged to do every thing in
his Kingdom, \\.J‘i\\,\""! ]u defires; only we receive 0o
Benefit from it, i s not done with a good Heart,

We fhall : e Subjedls of his hm-mom of the
Crols

vom the Earth, I avill drazd

We
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We are all appointed to be Subjeéts of this his King-
dom.
The calling of Mankind to the Kingdom of the Crofs

may be wnhdercd in a threefold Manner. Withe
regard to IJ.ne. With regard to the lnmgs they
are to do. V\1th regard to the Manner how our

Saviour will dxipoﬁ. of them.

The Time in which Men are to come to this
}&mmFom, is in God’s Hands, in the particular Trea=-
furc:. of our Saviour's Wz‘dom.

When one of fourfcore Years old lies a-dying, who

. had always been in a dead State, and had never percei-
ved any of our Saviour’s Grace in his Heart, and in the
laft Hour of his Life is drawn of our Saviour the firff
Time, he is as lmppv as the Thief upen the Crofs, and
goes immediately to Heaven

Our Saviour, when he calls in the laft Hour, is fatil-
fied even with h%s laft Hour.

The Servants of Chrift can be fully aflured, thatduclk
People are as happy as themfelves.

There is a great Number of thofe, like the Thief on
the Crofs, who learn but at the laft of their Lives what
Jefus is to them, and what they fhould be to him.

Such poor Souls muft not be detained with a long Ac-
count of their Enormities, but they muft be 1L.u$hf
way direfted to Jefus Chrift.

For fuch a Soul, thatis thoroughly {enfible of its be-
ing loft, the Lamb has paid the Ranfom.

Provided, however, that they were never awalien-
ed before, nor confequently {uppreffed the Motions of
Grace.

But People that have known what IL' fus and his Sal-
vation is, cannot but in their laft Mom ye-a Proof of
that Unhappinefs which is felt \"iu'P Jefus has been re-
jefted, and the Heart has fverved from him.,

Howbeit, if thefe Sonls could but t: ke Cour

N fu
Llo

age to
come to Chrift, Iml,- there would be E elf for theem
But their Cafe is a thoufand '1 [{, i that of
thole that are njtlm dead in Trefpafies X
And this lJinL,'r_'nn;c{ 1e l\l_..m--rl > ought te

gblerve in their Declarations of
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Both of the forementioned forts of People have indeed
nothing moreto dothan to rece ive the Grace offer’d them,
But with him who is called bétimes, and has ftill Time
to a&t for, and live to his Saviour, the Cafe is quite
different.

Of this {ort of People, whoever would truft and Jean
upon Grace, and not endeavour to improve it, nor per-
form that which our Saviour has called and appointed
him to do, he would moft miferably deceive himfelf,

As foon as one has Time and Opportunity, one ought
to teftify of Grace, to ferve the Crofs, and live asa
Triumph of the Lamb.

2. With regard to the Things our Saviour appointy
Men to do in his Kingdom, they may be reduced 10
two forts.

Some Men the Saviour ufes in a common Way, whom
he permits to bufy themfelves in Things necefiary for
a civil Life. o

Thefe neverthelefs may do all to him, and be faithful ¥
and graceful Chriftians, 1

But there are others, whom he appoints in a fpecial
Manner to his Service,

In the Old Teftament we have an Example of this
asin a Type, where every Tribe had its particular Por.
tion of I ‘md allotted them ; but the Priefts dedicated
to 1]1" Lords fpecial ‘wr\u. were 1o where at home,

Thefe are a fort of Outlaws.

No Sanétion can ever be eftablifhed, by which thiey
eun be exempted from Perfecution

Thefe muit be ready every Hour to quit their Right,
their Conveniency, and give up every thing.

But we will alfo {fee what our Savi wurputn us uponin
his Kingdom, and what we may expett of him.

Here our Saviour has feveral Difpenfations.

One he leads by his Underftanding chiefly.

Apother he vifits with many fpiritnal 5 ations.

To the third he gives a deep Knowledge of hist&H]

L.‘:i'ij: Word.
ry one has his natural Talent, which the Lord
when it is laid down in the Duft, and give
to our Redeem er.

A Man dothn

up

own Way, but our Savigie
;c-
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accommodates himfelf to our Capacity and Difpofi-
tion,

He that is cndm"ed with a penetrating Judgment,
our Saviour :L"-.is by that ; but fuch an one mult bew
ware of reafoning .uum{i God.

He that wants this, is led through many Senfations
and great Impreflions of his Grace and Love,

Thefe enjoy much Happine but they ought 1o
take care left they run into idle Imaginations.

‘The third {ort, which keep clofe to the Word, are
led by that; bot they muft beware of empty Specula-

tions and vain Criticifing. -
The Lord manifefts him{clf according to the dif rent
Capacity of every one; fo that they are happy in this

W onJ, when they keep what our Saviour has given
them,

The Service of our Saviour is continued even in the
Kingdom of Glory, where it will be the Caufe of m-
ward and outward Reft and Satisfation. Here in the
World it is furrounded with many Troubles and Difi-
culties ; but there it will be a Part of our Joy agd
Bleffednefs.

His Servants fhall {ee his Face, and ferve him at the
fame Time.

Yet all our Labour in Eternity will be without any
Merit.

The only Merit that is and fhall be mentioned here-
after, is this, Thou e aft been fioiny thou haft loved us
and <waffied us from our Sins jn thy ewn Blood, Rev. 1. 5,
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DISCOURSE XIV.
I Eternal Righteoufue[s, Tnnocency and Hap-

Pffir L5

UT on the neav Man, = s after God, is created
in Righteoufnefs and true Holinefs, Eph. iv. 24.
Here obferve two Things, what is meant by eternal
" Righteoufnefs, Innocency and Happinefs ; and how we
" may obtain them,

F 2z The
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The Means te obtain eternal Righteoufuefs is Juftifs
cation ; Holinefs brings eternal Innocency, and Redemp.
on eternal Salvation. ;
"That w hich makes us fo happy in the Kingdom of ol
mer, is called Righteouinefs, Innocem) and Hap-

it here we muft wr\ﬁ\ ler, what thefe glorious Qua-
¢ the Fall; what Condition they
Ll .;m! how they appear again afs
iour’s Reftoration from the Fall,

Before the we were endowed with Wifdom,
cchteoufnefs, Innocence and Happinefs. They were
true and real ; but, as the Event {hewed, not eternali
1 with fuch a Wildom, as I am
caufe it s not exprefly reveal'd

We were then dig
wor able to defcribe,
in Scripture. f

‘The true Righteoufnefs was, that God had created 1"
Man for this Purpofe, as he declares himf{elf, Gen, 1. 26,
28. that he (hould rule over the Earth and fubdue it.

The Lord, who alone was his Superior, having made
Wan Mafter over all the World, gave him, at the fame F
time, but one Rule which he fhould obferve, to telify§"
#is Dependance upon his' divine Maker, avbo i bt
& brone auos 'f'::'."" greater than bey, Gen, xli. 40,

Here the whole World was fubjed unto Man, and
the Image of the invifible God was tran wdent in g
which gave him fuch a Luftre and uncon .;ou].blt, Au
.-HT-Ly over all the Crcatut'cs, that every one in parti

oY) ._'
gitfulne& of the Larth, and

a Tribute that belonged 1@

more _-nu]nm and IJ.I.mt.:C\ l}l'1'1 Man, '
n his | itive State, could ufe and enjoy every '“1“‘5
about him.

His Holinefs, before the Fall, confifted in his Intig=y
gency ; he did not know what Sin was, nor cm,]d]ll! M.
have any Notion of it.

And he was but cheated into it: fo that he fell but |
l‘} Craft.

His Happinefs before the Fall was this, that he wis 1
perfetiiy;
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ey
perfe@ily ealy ; no Evil nor Wearinefs difturbed him in
all his Labour, but Relt and Peace attended him every
where, and in every Thing he did,

2. But, after the Fall, the Cafe is quite altered.
1w Our patural Wifdom now is nothing but a vehement

Defire to know all Things that we could be happy
without ; on the contrary, we know not that which all
our Happinefs depends upon,

We are rather inclined to learn any Thing, than what
belongs te our eternal Salvation.

Hence onr Wildom is called Fooliftine{s before God.

What we know, are generally Things we have no
need of,. and are either uncertain, or, at moft, but pro-
bable.

Qur Righteoufnefs, after the Fall, confits in this, that
we patch up. fomething, which we fancy to juflify our-
felves before God withal.

I{peak of fuch Peopleasare at the Pains to feek God ;
as for others, onecannot even fay fo much of them.

Thefe endeavour to make God their Friend by all
1. forts of Worlhip and good Works ; which Opinion' foon
. trept in among the Jfraelites, and doth ftill prevail every
where. The Righteoufnefs of Men that have a Regard
for God, confifts, generally, in doing good, efchewing
Eyil, giving of Alms, &c, and this, they think,, fhall
jultify them.

And altho® this is- fometimes contradifted from the
Palpit, yet the Practice is ftill the fame.

Our Sanctification, after the Fall, confifts either in 2
grofs Ignorance,. or.in a patch’d up Holinefs.

Ignorance. feems to have fome Refemblance to the
Innocence before the Fall, becaufe it doth not know any
. Thing of* this or that fort of Witkediefs.

But it differs, Fir/l, 'That befides the Capacity, it has
evenan: Inclination to Wickednefs, and wants nothing
but an Occafion to exert it.

Secondly, That before the Fall it was univerfal ; but
0" ¢hat after the Fall is particular, and can' be faid of fome

“"Perfons, or fome particular Things only.
We are ignorant but of fome certain forts of Vices.
As one Perfon may not be unchafte, another not proud,

& third not covetous, .and a fourth not unactive ;: but all

; 3 this
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this may not proceed from a Love to God, but from
tirution of Body, which inclines them
irtue, and makes them unfit for the cons

ven this Holinefs, therefore, is good for nothing; be-
ife it doth not proceed from him, who muoft work all

himfelf.

- is good
The C Yeaforr (mind) are Children of Wrath

4 DE

even asothers, Ep 3.
The Happinefs of natural Men confifts in obtaining
what they defire, and keeping what they have obtained

IC, &

as long as they pleafe.

I fpeak of thofe that have a Shew of Happinefs;
that have healthful and hopeful Children ; a wellor-
lered Family ; kind and reafonable Neighbours; mo-
erate and fufficient Liberty.

But if a Man is in Poffefsion of all this, and his Heart
35 mot at home where it ought to be, neither one, ‘nor
a1l thefe Things, will be able to fecure his Contentment;

gxcept he is quite indolent and ftupified.

Thus Happinefs, after the Fall, is no Happinefs at f

1

3. That is now, after the Death of Chrift, true Wil
dom, true Righteoulnels, true Holinefs and Redemp-
orruptible, undefiled, and that fadith

=1
Lol

[

tion, whichis 7

#od aways

"This Wifdom is the fimple and uninterrupted Contem- s

plation of the Love of Jefus; the higheft Knowledgeof
all, and worthy the Meditation of any human Soul.
Mhen a Man drops and lofes all the Right he has by
Nature ; and, by Faith, receives from our Saviour, ‘an
Affurance, that all his future Expelations depend ens

I

i
ask for, and receives all that Jefus has mei ited for ns?
“Chis is that eternal Righteoufne(s obtained by Jelus
our Mediator.
He that has it, knows it.
What Man fancied he had before, was mere Delifi
pn: and what he aftually had was the Curfe,
But what he now is mere Grace.
Our Innocency, after the Fall begins with Holinefs,

%ud refers to the former primitive Innogence.

None

y upon his Grace and Mercy ; when he has Icavetd '
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None ¢an be innocent, but he that has obtained the
Righteoufnes of Chrift; for he may be innocent in
one 'I'hing, and yet not in another.

He that obrtains the Righteoufnefs in the Blood of Je-
fus Chrift, receives allo t'-lrungth tofubdue all the Evil he
knows in_himfelf, and which he muft conftantly ftudy to
find out more and more, and to tread it under his Feet, till
at laft, after he has long converfed with his Saviour, he
forgets Sin quite, and relics entirely in his Redeemer +
And this s to be obtained by conftant Grace, Faithfulnefs,
and“clofe Imitation of our Saviour's Example; fo thae
we can fay with St Paul," I fie, yet mot 1, bup Chrifp
livves in me.

For-as much as one lives to him{Elf (€413 Fyw) heis a
Sinner ; but he that is Juftified never meddles with Sin,
bitt aéts always contrary to it ; or, if it begins to ftir, he
fiifles and conquers it prefently,

The Happinefs is; that a Man recovers and enjoys
all that he had before the Fall, wiz, Reft; Contentednefs,
a Happinefs fuitable to the Mind of the Lord ; byt all
this in the Spirit and in the Heart,

The Body keeps its Order, and the Children of God
experience what our Saviour did whilft he was in the

Vorld; yet their Heart is joyful, and in Safety and
Certainty. :

We are made Lords over our Bodies and its Tncum.-
brances, and live contented, Iet the outward Circum-
flances be ever o hard,

Such is the happy State of the Faithful ?

But here is the Queftion, How can one obtain all this ?
How can we become fo wife, {0 righteous, fo innocent,
fo happy, and all this for ever ?

The Way to arttain it is no other but what we are
taught in‘the Gofpel.

It doth not confift in Words; but when Jefus Chrit
teachet us, we learn (@pile Priwaler) Words that are in-
exprefsible,

We obtain n divine Certainty of the Truth.

The Wifdom of this Wold is changeable; but this is
nnchangeable,

The' very Wifdom of the A poftles is alfo ours.

The very pooreft and moft miferable People of for-

mer
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mer dark Times, who had Jefus, fpoke the fame which
vie do now, tho’ with other Words.

No Soul, fince the World began, was €ver faved
any other Way but by the Blood of Chrift, without any
Merit or Works of their own.

The common Proverb. is, Many Men, many Minds
but here it is faid, We are all of one Mind in Chuift.

"This Wifdom is,. the Myftery of the Merits of Jelus
Chrift; which Seuls, by Nature, lznow nothing of, tho',
perhaps, they may be able to fay ‘a great deal about
other, even good Things.

No, it muft be given from abave.

By Nature, we have no-Parts for it. No Doétor nor
Philofopher can find it out; no natural Capacity can
comprehend. it.

But as foon as our Saviour begins to inftruét us, there
is no need of many Arguments, but he does {omething
in the Heart which is felt without Contradiétion,

It is mere divine Power and divine Wifdom.
The Way to true and. eternal Righteoufnefs 1s Jufti;

fication.
Our Saviour has but one Method, both with all Man-

kind in general, and with every Soul in particular.

When we are weary and heavy laden, then our Sa-
viour fhews his Father that he hath made Satisfattion
for us.

And'then a Sinner is convinced of that eternal Pris
vilege, that the Blood of Jefus Chrift is her fafe Cone
duét through the World, Sin, Death and Hell.

Holinefs is given, when the holy Spirit affures us, that
qur Sins are forgiven us through the Merits of Jefus.
Then the Proud and Ambitious abominate Honour; the
Luxurious, Lufts and Pleafures; the Lazy and Indolent
abhor Idlenefs ; and the Covetous fly fiom Riches.

And this Work our Saviour carries on to the laft Day
of our Life; fo that we grow more haly, moresightes

ous, and more happy. Our Saviour doth not proceedy

like moral Philofophy, to mend an unholy Life by De-
ees, but all that muft be denied at once.
He drowns all Wickednefs in his Blood, and fupprefles

it with his Power.
Bt
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But, on the contrary, Goodnefs and Holineft admits
of Degrees, ;

The Man grows more chafte, more humble, more li-
beral and more a&tive ; or, to fpeak plainer, the Scholar
comes to be.a Man, and, by Degrees, a Maiter,

One always learns to get a deeper Infight into the
Myftery of Holinefs, grows more familiar with the
Pradlice, gets more and more Advantage and Succefs
by Ufe and Application: And this is very much advan-
ced by continual Ufe; the Senfes more exercifed, and
Experience obtained,

This is being happy, when nothing comes in Com-
petition with our Saviour and his uninterrupted Prefence
with us ; when nothing in the World is able to caufe a
Separation between him and us, then his Peace keeps
our Hearts and Minds for ever.

We are happy wherever we ftand or go, fit or lic
down, wake or fleep, fuffer or conquer, live or die.

The World cannot difturb our Happinefs, Neither
dare the Flefh fhew itfelf any more.

Only the wicked One remains, whofe Power is great
and terrible ; and is ever very bufy about the Faithful,

4 to try whether he can find an Opportunity to affault

and overcome them ; wherefore our Saviour not only

= teaches us continually to pray, Deliver us from Ewil, but

thouglit it necefla ry topray for us himfelf, that atthe Time

y When Satan defires to fift us, our Faith may not fail.

DS COUYUR'SE XV

% As He is rifen from the Dead, lives and reigns

Jor ever and ever.
UR Saviour explains this in few Words, Fokn
xiv. 19, I live, and ye fhall liwe alfa,

From which Words let us learn thefe two fundamen-
tal Truths, 1. That he lives. And, z. That we fhall
live alfo.

He that lives, is the fame, who lay in the Grave and
tafted Death for us all

But
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But the Son of God could not remain in Death.

When Princes ftoop to mean Offices or Circume.
flances, every one knows that is not their proper Bufis
nefs, but it is only for fome other End and Purpofe,

Whoever has feen the Son of God on the Crofs, mufl
have concluded, ghat he could not remain in that low
Condition, but that it would tend to fome great and in-
expreflible Purpofe.

He then prepared a Way to an ever-abiding Life
of many Souls. And this Way was his Death.

No Soul enters Eternity and comes before the Throne
of God, unlefs her Tablernacle is changed.

For this Reafon our Saviour laid his Body into the
Grave, as the Place where others fhould be laid.

But becaufe he did not want to remain longer in
Death, he rofe again by his divine Power.

He fuffered innumerable Pains and Agonies, but they
were at laft diflolved by his Power, becaufe he has the
Keys of Death.

As he afted as Lord in his Death, fo he did in his
Grave ; where he remained his appointed Time, oras
long as he pleafed, and left it again after he had facris
ficed his Body, and then converfed with bis, as long as
he thought neceflary.

Thus we fee who it is that lives, wiz. the eternal
Son of God in the Bofom of his Father ; at whofe Name
all Creatures muft bow in Heaven, in Earth, and under
the Earth, and all Tongues muft confefs, that Jefus
Chrift is Lord, to the Glory. of the Father, Phil. 1,
10, 11,

But whas is the Manner of his Life ?

1. Heisrifin from the Dead, and lives and reigns
or ever. Chrift b raifed from the Dead, dies
Rom. vi. 9. He ewer lives to make Intercefion

FIOrey

27 ]
Jfor us; Heb. vil. 2. He bas owercome, and is ﬁt down

awith his Father in bis Throne, Rev. iii. 21.

This is our Saviour's Manner of Life: He laboust
continually, that the World may fubfift ; and that is the
ancient Work of his Divinity,

But he labours alfo as Man, and ever draws one afier
another, interceeding for them with his Father, Jooks
to his Enemies, purftes and fpares them, till hti‘e:“d

there
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* Wi othere he makes an Example 'of them for the Benefit of
il ghe World,
M iy This Life endares for ever and ever, according to that
LUl fhecial Word, Fobn viii 35 The Servunt abide) nat
i the Houfe for ever, but the Son abideth ever,

His Time of Service, his Subjection, as glorious as it
i5, fhall have an End, when he has fubdued all his
Enemies, and accomplifh’d all his Offices : But then he
will live in his Divinity after all the Periods of Time
are palt; his Entrance will be from Eternity into Eter-
nity, as his coming forth was before all Time.

And this is the Life of our Saviour,

Secondly, Ye fhall live alfo, This he fays of us and
our Life, We are the People that fhall live.

'Tis no fmall Matter to live, and particularly fo, as
Jefus doth, and to fit with him in the Throne of ‘his
Father.

int-all Things bus Lafs, for the Excellency of the
il of° Fefus (‘f:u'" my Lovd : For avhom 1 bawe
z e the Lofs of ]l Things, and ds counr ph  but
Dung, thar 1 #ay avin Chrift, and be Jound in him,
hil, i1, -
St Paul wanted only to know him and the Power of
his Refurrection. He wanted to be fure of his living,
All Men. fhail not live. Ye fhall die, fays our Sa-
viour to a Number of Men, n Viil, 24,
f you have fpent your Life, which is nothing bue
cath, in this World, either with a philofophical
Thought of a future better Life after this, or with a
fanciful Faith and Hope of being faved, or have he-
= Jleved nothing ar - 5 and thus quit your mortal Cottage
425 the Soul was umprifon’d in, you will enter into a new
(== Death, and die for ever.
" Ewill give but a fhort Defcription of thofe that die
an eternal Death, and enter the Lake which burns with
fas% Fire and Brimfic » Which is the fecond Death, R,
2 02 R 8,
: Here not only the Murderer, Whoremonger, Thief,
and the like, enter, but the loving Apoftle names alfo
1" the Fearful, and places them in the Front of all thofe
Wofitl Wretches that fhall be thrown into the fiery Lake,
snd die ete; nally,

Te
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To be fearful, isthe harafter of thofe who are
ever beginming and refolving anew to be converted, but
never put their good Refolution in prattice.

This is not a Delfcription of wilful Sinuers, but of
fuch as die in their Wifhes, Prov. xx. 2§. of thole
¢hat will not accept of the Power and Efficacy of
Chrift’s Death, nor parra';.e of this glorious Life, nor
can with Trath fay, £ am bis.

Whoever cannot {ay this, is fuch an unhappy Wretch, |
that dies eternally the very Moment he goes out of this
World.

Qur Thoughts and Wifhes can eafily deceive us. Not
enly a firm Refolution and Promife ; but alfo a living
Faith is required, if one will efcape eternal Death.

We muft malke the Refurreftion prefent to our Minds,
and meet it with our Hearts lifted up on high.

This is being fure without wavering or drawing back;
but keeping clofe to Jefus, th inyiible, as if we faw |
him with our Eyes.

Thus he fhall live that believes, and takes his Delight
in his Saviour and his Refurreétion; who neither {ets |
his Heart at Eafe, nor lays his Head to Reft, cill hecan
fay with Aflurance, Yea, Amen, I {hall live.

Our Saviour often puts his Children to the Trial, that
they may found and fearch their Hearts.

And all the Confiderations our Saviour raifes in ot
r we are his, do bt

Hearts, in order fo know whethe
ferve to enflame our Hearts the more with Love and Joy

P

towards him.

Our Mifery and Infirmities cannot detain us f
him, '

He that has got once into his Acquaintance, has 0 |
sieed to leave him, or fwerve from him: But if he finds |
any thing contsary to the Majefty of our Saviour, he
lays it before him, and fays, Hereis Jfomething, awhi
is mot fit to bring before the boly Throne, cleanft anl
wuaf 1t auay ; but if that will not do, fift, pueit, @

i#. Mal, iii. 3. and make me precious in the Furnagt

Gidtion, 1fa. vill. 10,
r is not fearful, may be delivered every Mo:
piee

flom

refine
of 4
Whaev
rent from all that troubles him ; from all his Tem

ions and Damnation.
Thos




C 73 )

Thus all thofe Sinners live, that Jook for Jefus and
find him, that coald not be at #elt, ull they had recei-
sved him,

#2. The Life we receive, divides itelf into two
Branches.

The fislt i, we are dead, and our Life js hid witly

hrift in God.

The fecond-is the Confequence of the firft ; but when
Chrift, who is our Life. fhall appear, then fhall'we al
fo appear with him in Glory.

We live frem that Moment, when Jefus fays to us,
Thou Jhalt lize.

The hidden Life in God, and the Salvation in Chrift,
begins the very Moment when we kaow what we have
in our Saviour,

When the World takes us for civilly dead, ufelefs and
unhappy Men, we then aye Citizens and Elett, and beg
Iong to God’s own Family.

Concerning our outward Life and Behav iour, we: of-
ten do nothing elfe, but what other People da, but with
a Child-like, Joving, and chearful Heart towards God
and Man.

This is that fecret Life, fo difagreeable to the Eyes
of other People.

But he, whofe Eyes fearch all the Corners of the Earth,
looks upon it in Mercy.

The }'.}'.'.'g‘;' D, wght, -y i M’-"_ﬂ,'_';-' 7

Lhe ! iddon. Mer of » r asneck and guiet S
i

: g7t of Gody 1 Peteriii. 4
j the Eleart as it is in Heaven,
But what will ‘that Life be in our Father's Kingdom ?
Hereof we can fay but little. Our Difcourfes tend
only to excite the Mind to confider that Subjeét g

MMCU -
livtle deeper, and confult the Word of God; whick;
being read with a Heart that is touched and raifed tg
Life, will be beter than all human Words

This Word, indeed,

7it, ¢

I8 1

pomts to the Lamb, and fo doth,
the Word of God ; but with Exprefsions we cannot find
out with our beft Underitanding, bt may be felt and
tafted by an indwelling intimate Senfation BF the Spirit.
This I recommend to. all your mature Confiderations ;

30d bumbly befoach the Holy Spirit te read you an em
G phatical
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phatical LeQure upon thefe Words, That Fefus lives and
you are to live awith bim.

SRetetehandito et azoda ol

sk et R Sl
DISCOURSE XVI

That is certainly true.
Hefe are the laft Words of the fecond Article,

L baoens avhom I have é‘("[.r}.".'.'(';f, and am Prr_'ﬁm.
ded that be is able to keep that which I bawe committed
unto lim againft that Day, 1 Tim. xii. 1

I believe that my Saviour, my King, bears his Name |,
with Honour and Glory.
[ believe his eternal Divinity : I believe his real Hu- ¥
manity: I believe that I am orie of his Family : I be-
tieve I wasloft and dammed : 1 have Known my Sentence |
of Death and Damnation. I
But I believe alfo for certain, that I have been ran« |},
fomed and abfolved. 1
I believe that I am the juft Reward of all his Labour, ¥
of all his Sweat, and of all his Pains.
I believe he has won and gain'd me by his own Swoid
and Bow.
I believe I am no more obliged to fin. '
I believe I fhall not die.
I believe that T am the Devil’s Lord and Mafter.
I believe that I am redeemed merely by the Death &,
and Panifhment the Son of God has fuffered for me.
I believe that T now belong to none but to him Who
has purchafed me.
I believe him to have the Kingdom over all.
I believe, that wherever. I am, 1 live in him, in his
Proteftion, and in his Peace. b
I am now affured that I have the fame unchangeable
Right with all my Fellow-citizens, to be s unintersupt=
edly holy, and as inceflantly happy as they. '
But I believe alfo, that I am nothing without him; and ik
that I live only for this Reafon, becaufe he lives; andas 5,
long as he lives I live alfo. i .-
And all this I am as firmly affured of, as I know that s,
my Head is joined to my Body., }
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A particular Certai nty is required when any onehe-
lieves,

Thata Man mult be able to confefs and fay, 7 be-
Jiewe, is evident from the manifold Queftions of our Sa-
viour, Brlicueft thou ? IF thou couideft beliewe, Canff
thow believe 2 :

*Tis impoflible to pleale God without Faith.

When we believe we fee the Glory of .God to our
Aftonithment ; all the Senfes, Defires, Ideas and Moti-
ons of our Heart and Mind are changed,

Not only others muft confels the Wonder, that the
Man is fo alter'd, but we are amazcd &t the Change
Qurfelves,

We become a Wonder to ourfelves ; for we fee with
Our own Eyes, and perceive that'he has given us of his
Spirit,

'F“'ho doth not fee, that we muft affuredly know that
we believe, when we will be Partakers of divine and
heavenly Things 7

Then the Blood of Chrift, which interceeds for us
With the Father, has Its purifying and fanciifying Ef-
felt immedimcly.

Whenever one faes ne Change in a Man, then one
may fay with Truth, either thou never has had any
Faith, or thoy has forgot that thou was purged frone
thy Sins; which is as much as to forget ones Salvation,

As foon as ome receives Faith, he efca pes the Vanities

1740 ©f the World ; he keeps under what remains of the Fall,

{0 that it cannot rife 1o hart or-ftop him,

Fﬁr Hony que can (!{’J ‘?Ua’.‘-'f{f e 'TL'JI(,[.

This is what accompanies Faith itfelf; but we muft
alio know in whom we believe,

It is the greateft Happinefs to know our Saviour in
all the Degrees, as well of his Humiliation as of his

, o Blorious Exaltation,

Our Heart can never be fully fatisfied and at Eafe,
but when we confider our Savioyr upon his Crofs, in his
Blood and deepeft Humility,

But if we do not alfo confider him at the fame Time

" asour exalted Saviour, who now fits upon the Throne
¢ ©f Majelty on the Right-hand of God, and is Lord over

1o If:u'
gl By ¥
s

all the World, then our Impreflion is but half, and our
Gz humble
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) futmble Dependance upon him much lefs, than when we
are fully pes uaded, that ouy Lamb is God, the Lond 8

too.
To know in whom we believe, is.as much as to [ee
Jefus, who is the Lord our Gad in the Bofom of his
Father, and contemplate him in the Spirit of our Mind
upon the Crofs, and thruft our Hands.into the Print of
Tys WNails
*Tis

mients,

quite another thing to preach, to produce Argu-
and to be able to explain this Subjeét : All thele
ifts not to be defpifed, provided they are agree-
) the Word of God; but they are not eflential
Ingredients of Faith.

| A Soul of the meaneff Capacity can often have a
k ' sreater Affurance of Faith, than a Dedor of the greatf

e

[l -
Learring and Sagacity.
i All Men have mot pait
: lercy.
VWe muft be athamed of our Unbelief and our Ig-
norance, when we do not know in whom we believe:
We ought to pray to God to give us Faith, when we
have it not; and toftrengthen and increafe.it, when we

donot yet poflefsall the Beatitudes ; -and our Saviour 1§
and Exaltation,

ot manifefted to us in his Humiliation

as far as our Nature can bear it.

Thus I muft know in whom I believe.
He is God, has all the Treafures of Eternity
| Hand, ané can do all Things
He is Man; Ican conv
I | 1et me be never fo miferable and poor, if 1 ¢
} from my very Heart, Have Mercy iupon e,

t art ‘my God and Sa=ivr.
Thefe two Ideas in one View, 1s knowing in wioml

h;,'fis mere Grace and

in 1115

with him as a Child}
an but pray

! -
phow taat

{ we believe. f
¥ Aa in the lait Place, we muft know, that he will remain
i fo.: 1 am.perfuaded, that be is able to keep that avhich 1
i ! }.-‘.f-u‘_'- comn ted unto bim againft that Day, z'Tim 1 12
f A This was the Depofitum ‘of the Apoftle, ¥ ich he
I‘E : expedted to receive in due Time. i
& | As long as the Heir is a Child, be d:ffers not f,l.r'.'.f‘g'ﬁ!-'f-' |
' :& & Serwant, the' ke be Lord of all 5 but be it under 'T-”-""; .
@
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ond Governors wxtil the Time appointed of the Father,
Gal. iv. 7, 2.

Jult fo it is with us ; we have it not as' yet; we are
not yet at home with him: It is, neverthelefs, laid up
very {afe; fo that one can fay, My Inheritance, my
Crown, my Blifs is laid vp, and remains fafe in Hea~
ven.

This founds almoft as if a Man, that has once re-
geived Faith, could never fall from it.

And traly he need not, if he will not.

But if any one will forget, that he was purged; like
2 Dog or a Sow, he may be entangled again in the
Pollution of the World, z Peter ii. 20. Thatis true.

The Apoftles themfelves met with fuch People, even
in their Time, that retorn’d to Satan again.

If you ask why this Liberty is left us ? I anfwer, firft,
becaufe eternal Love has not built Heaven to force Souls
iito it, as into a Callle or Cloifter; but for a Habitation
of all Happinefs, Peace and Liberty.

And, fecondly, for Reafons, I do not know, nor
can enter into human Hearts, but are incomparably
great, good and well grounded.

*Tis enough that this Liberty of our Love ean well
fecure us ;. our. Happinefs is great enough ; nothing can
pluck us out of his Hands ; we can remain if we will,

Neither Satan, World, nor our own Flefh and Blood
can hinder us; but we ourfelves do it out of our per-
verfe and obftinate Will, if we fall away from it ;. which
the Apoftle calls, Heé, vi, 6. eructfying the Son of God
afrefh ; and Cap. x. 2q. treading under Foot the Som of
God, and counting the Blood of the Comenant an unholy
Thing, and doing defpite unto the Spirit of Grace.

Wherefore every Soul ought to ask daily and hoarly,
Doeft thou remain in thy Faith ?

This the Apoftle calls fighting and combating for the
Faith ; to look about whether there is any Thing that
will hinder and deprive us of it.

Qur Saviour asketh, Will you go mway ? As he faid
before, Will you come ?

Happy is he who anfwers with Peter, Where foall ane
80, thou baft the Words of eternal Life ?

Whofoever is born of God,. doth not commit 8in,
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Mo keepith bimfelfis No Man keepeth himfelf before
he has the Fe enefs of Sinss. nor till that Time can
he ¢iener &ir, or mave, ordo any I‘piritun.] Good ; nay,
i he Mould work Miracles, move Mountains, preferve
Countries, and fuffer Martyrdom, all that would avail
nothing, if he had not Faith and Charityat the fame
Time ip his Heart.

Botl thefe muft.go Hand in Hand together. They
are promifcuolifly ufed dn Scripture, becaufe they are im.
mediately joined together, as foan as Forgivenefs of Sin

is obtained:
In the very Moment Love exerts itfelf in outward
s Wonks, then one can do Geod without being tired.

IF ye then be rifen awith Ca_'-‘_u;."?, feek thofe Things awhich
are abowe, where Chrift, fitteth on the Reght-hand of
God, Col. 1. 1.

Ewery Man that bath this Hope in bim,. purifieth bims
JelF ven as heis pure, 1 John iii. 3.

MNow we have done with the fecond Article of our
Chriftian Creed. I fot my Seal to it from the Bottom of
my Soul, and fubfcribe, that the Lord God is true, and
that his Son is all i all to me,

Would to God that all the People might fay, dues.
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