A PRACTICAL

H REATISE

Chriftian Perfe@ion.

Extra&ted from a late Avrn OR.

By 7OHN WESLET M A.

Fellow of Lincorn Corrre E, Oxon,

M ob j'__'," x
—

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE.
Printed by Joun Gooprn G, on the Side,

¥ld by R. Axexiga D, on Tyne-Bridge, Newcofle s
b}' I, 'I.R\'E, at Gr‘r;'l"J' Inn G.a‘h‘, l‘}n-“f'{1-rj‘j_xl ;[,: the
J‘Eﬂ;fn'"{r'r_'1‘, near [_-"},};,-r ,."lfm,.:ﬁ}-[f:}, London ; and at the
New Schoot in the Horfe Fair, Briftol,

1743, ol
[Price Oxg SuisLive. ]







PUBLISH'D By
The Rev. Mr Joun and CrarLes WEsLEy,,

AND SOLD BY

RoeerT AkeNuEAD,, Bookfeller on Tyne-Bridge, New-
caftle upon Tyne, Thomas TRYE, near Grey’s Inn
Gate, Holboumn, and by Ferix Farvpey, in Caftle.
Green, Briftol,

L YMNS and Sacred Poems, vol. 1, Price bound

2s. 6d. 3d edition,

2 Ditto, vol. z. pr, bound zs. 6d,

3 Ditto, vol. 3. pr. bound 3s.

4 A Colle€tion of Pfalms and Hymns, pr. bound 13,

§ Hymns on God’s everlafting Love, pr. 3d.

6 Ditto, pr. 4d.

7 An Extra& of the Rey. Mr John Wefley’s Journal,
from his embarking for Georgia, to his Return to
London, pr. bound 15.

8§ An Extraft of the Rev. Mr John Wefley's Journal,
from his Return to London, till his Return from
Germany, pr. bound r1s.

9 An Extrat of the Rev. Mr John Wefley’s Journal,
from Auguft 12. 1738, to November 1. 1739. pr.
bi‘)uud 15,

10 The Nature and Defign of Chriftianity, pr. z/d.
2d edit.

8 A Collection of Forms of Prayer for every Day in
the Week, pr. 2d. 7th edit.

12 The Dodrine of Salvation, Faith, and Good Works:
extratted from the Homilies of the Church of
England, pr. 1d. 7th edit.

38 A Sermon on Salvation by Faith, preach'd before
the Univerfity of Oxford, pr. 1d. 6th edit.

34 Nicodemus: or, a Treatife on the Fear of Man, pr;
34d.. 2d edit.

5. Chriftian,




15 Chriftian Prudence, pr. 3d. 2d edit,
16 Refleftions upon the Condué of HumanLife, pr: 3d.
z2d edit.
. An Extral of the Life and Death of Mr Thomas
Haliburton, pr. 6d.
18 An Extraét of the Life of M. de Renty, pr. 4 d.
A fhort Account of the Death of Mrs Hannah
Richardfon, pr.1d. 4th-edit.
20 An Extraétof Thomasa Kempis's Chriftian Pattern,
p:-.bouud 1.
21 An carneft Appeal to Men of Reafon and Religion,
. 6d. 2d edit.
22 The Almoft Chriftian. A Sermon preach'd before
the Univerfity of Oxford, pr. 2d. 2d edit.
23 Chriftian Perfection, a Sermon, pr. 2d. 2dedit.
24 Free Grace, 2 Sermon, pr. 2 d.. 2d edit.
25 Serious Confiderations concerning the Daétrines of
Eleétion and Reprobation, pr. 1 d.
6 Ditto, on Abfulute Predeftination, pr. 2d.
% A Dialogue between a Predeftinarian and his Friend,
pr. 2d. zd edit.
28 1 he Scripture Doétrine concerning Predeftination,
Eleftion, and Reprobation, pr. 2 d.
26 'Tle Character of a Methodift, pr.2 d. edit.
20 An Elegy on the Death of R. Jones, Efq; pr. 6d.
A Companion to the Altar, pr.2 d. 2d edit.
The Principles of a Meth dift, pr. 3d.
A Word in Seafon, pr. 1 d.
Theughts on Marriage and Celibacy, pr. 1d.
The Nature, Defign, and General Rules of the
United Socteties of London, Brittel, Kingfwood,
and Newsafle upon Tyne, pr. 1d.

LY 3 L3 L 3 e
Ly oo U3 e



CurisTtIiIAN PERFECTION.

HE Wifdom of Mankind has, for feveral Awes,

I been enquiring into the Nature of Man, and

the Nature of the World in which he is placed.

The Wants and Miferies of Human Nature, and the
Vanity of Worldly Enjoyments, have made it difficult
for the wifeft Men to tell, what Haman Happinefs was,
or wherein it confifted.

It has pleafed the infinite Goodnefs of Gon to fatisfy
our Enquiries, by a Revelation made to the World by
fhis Son Jesus Carist.

This Revelation h

d cpen‘the great Secrets of Pro-
wvidence from the Creation of the World. It has explain’d
the prefent State of Things, and given Man all the Infor-
mation that izneceffary, both to give him Reft here, and
10 lead him fafely to everlafting Happinefs,

It is now only neceflary that the poor Wifdom of Man
go not exdlr itlelf againit Govp, that we fuffer our Eyes
10 be open’d by him that made them, and our Lives te
be conduéted by him, in whom ave /ive, move and bare
o Bt'r'.':g.

1. As Happinefs is the fole End of all our Labours,
{o this Revelation aims at nothing elfe.

It givesus right Notions of ourfelves, of our true Good
and real Evil; 1t (hews us our true Condition, both our
Greatnefs and Meannefs, our Happinefs and Mifery

Before this, Man was 2 mere Riddle to himfelf, and
his Candition full of Darknefs an plexity ; a reftlefs
Inhabitant of a miferable diforder’d World, wvaliine in
& wair Shadew and ”,l’a feting himfelf inwain. -
it this Lizht has duperfed the Anxicty of his vain
Conjetures. - It has brought s acquainted with Gon
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and by adding Heaven to Earth, and Eternity to Times
has opened fuch a glorious View of Things, as leads
Men, even in this World, to a Peace of Gop avhich paj-

fith all Underftanding.

I11. This Revelation acquaints us, that we have aSpirit
vwithin us, which was created after the Divine Image; that
this Spirit is now in a fallen Condition ; that the Body in
which it is placed isits Sepulchre, where it 15 enflaved to
flefhly Thoughts, blinded with falfe Notions of Good and
¥vil, ‘and dead to all Tafte of its true Happineis.

It teaches us, that the”World in which we live, 15 alfo
in a diforder’d, irregular State, and curfed for the Sake
f Man ; that it is nolonger the Paradife that Goo made
but the Remains of a drown'd 'World, full of Marks
of Gop's Difpleafure, and the Sin-of its Inhabitants,

That it is 2 mere Wildernefs, a State of Darknefs, a
Vale of Mifery, where Vice and Madnefs, Dreams and
Shadows, ‘varioufly pleafe and torment the fhort, mifer-
able Lives of Men.

Devils alfo, and Evil Spirits have here their Refidence,
promoting the Works of Darknefs, and wandering up
and down, feeking whom they may devour.

So that Man, in his natural State, is like a Perfon fick
of Variety of Difcafes, knowing neither his Diftemis
pers nor his Care, and inclafed in a Place where hecan
hear or fee, -or feel, -or taffe'of nothing but what tends,
to enflame his Diforders.

IV. But Chriftianity puts an ‘End to this State'of
‘Things, blots ont all the ldeas of worldly Wifdom, brings
the World itfelf to Afhes, and creates all anew, Itealls
Man from ‘an animal Life and earthly Socicties, t0 be
born azain of the Holy Ghoft, and be made a Member
of the Kingdom of Gon. [

[t crufbes into Nothing the Concerns of this Life, con-
Jemns it as a State of Vanity and Darknefs, and leads
Man to a Happinefs with Gobp in the Realms of I.-igljs.

It propofes the purifymng of aur Souls, enliven'd with

he I Spirit: It fets before us new Goods and Evils,
orms us to a glorious Participation of the Divine

{

is the one End of Chriftianity. Tt does not leat®

‘i
s 1o grovel on in the Defires of the Flefh, to caft aboue

for
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for workdly Happinefs, and wander in Darknefs and
Exile from Gop: By the {ole Defion of it is, to lead
us from all "I‘hf.Jz:g}!ta of Reft h r
worldly T mpers, to del
Paflions,«the Slavery of our own Natures, the Power of
evil Spirits, and unite us to Gon, .the true F m of
real Good. This is the ; L3 :

us from
‘e us from the Folly of our
-

ate

anity aims at, (o
Souls in the Iy

them t}

an

all'T

en! f‘.'.'."?.' gy
thinpgsredee Divine Perfon,
As nothing could nit him, {o

Rothing can enter into a Sta

The Dignity of this Reder ;
the Pride,.and reljeves the M
mult he be from Gop, that fhould
d, on the other [ d, how full of Comfors

hat fo high a Method, fo ftupen

Means (hould be taken to reftore him to a State of Pea
and Favour with Gop !

VI. This is the true Point of View, in which ever;
Chriftian is to behold himflf He is to overlook te
POOr Projedts of this Life, and confider himfelf

Creatare, thro® his natural Corruption, falling into
Stite of endlefs Mife

¥; but, by the Mercy of Goo,
fedeem'd to 2 Condit on of everlaf ing Happinefs,
Allthe Precepts and Dofirines of the Gofpel are found
ed on thefe two great Truths, the deplorable Corruption
Ot himan Nature, and its new Birth in Ciirisr Jesy
The one includes all the Milery, the other all the
Happinefs of Man ;
It3s on thefe thar the vho ame of Chriftianity
”.’].t’ Forbid:iu;g only fuch Things as’ faften us to the
Horders of Sin, and commanding only thofe Dutjes
Which lead us into the Liberty of the Sons of Gop.
%0 that if we think and act as Chriftians, we 24 fuit-
Az ably

{s but by him

once coufi

;]] great a ?\I
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+ 1o thefe Terms of our Condition, fearing and avoid-
11 the Motions of our Corrupted Nature, cherifhing
.cret Infpirations of the Holy Spirit, opening our
ds for the Reception of the Divine Light,.and pref-
fing after all the Perfections of our New Birth.

All Chriftians are continually to behave thenmfelves
conformably to this double Capacity. We are to Fear
and Watch and Pray, lilkke Men that are always on the
.k of Eternal Death ; and to helieve and hope, labour

lilke Chriltians that are called to fight the

ood Fight of Faith, andlay hold en eternal Lafe.
VII. This Knowledze of ourfelves makes Human Life

nis

ite Importance, placed upon fo dreadful
t two fuch Eternities.

ght our Saviour {ay toone that begg'd firlt to
;. y his F;\thcr, F.-f:’;-"'; Wity and Lt the Dmd
sy their Dead.
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For what is ali the Buftle and Hurry of the World bat
lead Shew, and’its greateft Aftors but dead Men, when
pared with that real Life to which the Followers of
CrrisT areredeem'd?

Had we been made only for this World, worldly Wif-
ar higheft Wifdom; bot feeing we are

i frary State, worldly Wifdom

4

ifdom, to underftand’ onr new
1e Principles of our Re.

U'.';Z’i-l. lves 1\;.'

jan Calling is of'that
r Thoughts, and is indeed:

")
)

ours

.at Serioufnels and Artention

Chriftian State is an invifible Lifein the Spirit
y, fupported, not by fenfible Goods, but the Spi-

d Hope: Sothata Man bufied
serceives nothing of Y

I-.!‘ ! 7O
il Graces of Faith an
in Earthly Cares and Enjoyments, |
this great and Heavenly Calling.
"The Changes which Chriftianity maketh in the prefent
tate of Things, are all invifible : Its Goods and Evils,
which are the only true Standards of our Aftions, e

got fubject to the Knowledge of our Senfes.
In
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In Goo e live and move and hawe cur Being ; but
how unfeen, how unfelt is all this !
CurisT &5 the Lamb flain Srom the Foundation of the
World, the trye Light thap lighteth every Man that cometh

into the Warld. He'is the Alpha and Omega, the Be-
ginning and the End of all Things. The whole Crea-
tion fubfifts in him and by him. ~ No Perfon is in any
Favour with Goo, but by this great Mediator. Byt
how invifible, how unknown to all our Senfes is this
State of Things!

Chriftians are Temples of the Holy Ghoft, confecrated
to Gop, Members of Currst’s myftical Body, of his
Fleth and his Bones, receiving Life, Spirit and Mo-
tion, from Him their Head.

But our Senfes {ee no farther than our Parents and
Kindred according to the Flefh, and fix our Hearts to
earthly Friendfhips and Relations, Well then may this
Life be deem'd a State of Darknefs, fince it thus clonds
and covers all the true Appearances of Things, and
keeps our Minds infenfible and unaffefted with Matters
of fuch infinite Moment.

IX, Wou'd we therefore know our true Condition, we
muft fearch after & L f bid awith CARIsT fo
Gop. We muft conf ves as Parts of Curist’s
myftical Body, and as Members of the Kingdom of Hea-
ven. In vam do we confider the Beauty and Strength
of our Bodies, our Alliances with Men, and the Diftincti-
ons of this World ; for thefe ‘Things no more conflitute
the State of Human Life, than rich Cofn
Menuments conflitute the State

We_il:ﬂly pity the laft poor E sreatnel;
when we fee a breathlets C It ap-
pears {o far from diy real Honour, that it vather logles
like ridiculing the Mifery of cur Nawre. But
Religion to form our uagments, the Life of a
voluptuous, fenfual Man, the’ fh
dour of the World, would give u g
human Bignity, than a poor Corpfe Jaid i

For a Sinner, when glorying f
the Lult of the Eye. and
f'.'l.’).']-'_::-g Srght of Mifery
thiat can t?‘i-U_C the Dead.

- or beautiful
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%. We have an Apoftle’s Authority to fay, that ks
aubo liveth in Pleafure is dead awhilft be liveth.

This fhews us, that when we enquire what our Life is,
we mult think of fomething higher than the Vigour of
our Blood, the Gaiety of our Spirits, or the Enjoyment of
{enfual Pleafures: Since thefe, tho' the allowed Signs of
living Men, are often undeniable Proofs of dead Chriftians.

When thersfore we would truly know what our Lifs
or Happinefs is, we muft look at nothing that is fenfibls
or temporal. We may as well dig in the Earth for Wil
dom 2s Jook at Flefh and Bloed to {ee what we are, orat
worldly Enjoyments to find what we want, or at tempo-
ral Evils to fee what we have to fear,

Our Bleffed Saviour put an abfolute End to all Enqui-
sies of this Kind when hefaid, Be not afraid of them that
&l the Body, and after that bave.na more that they cands

Here our Bodies and all bodily Enjoyments are at one
Damh firuck out of the Account of Happinefs, and the
prefent State of Things made fo very low and infignifi-
cant, that he who can only deprive us of them, hasnot
Power enough to deferve our Fear.

We mult therefore. if we would conceive our true State,
our real Good and Evil, look farther than thefe dim
FEyes of Flefh can carry our Views. We muft, with the
Eyes of Faith, penetrate into the invifible World,. the

World of Spirits, and confider our Order and Condition
among them ; a World which,_as St jobn {peaks, bath
no need of the Sun, neither of the Mo, to fbine in it far
the Glory of Gon doth Lghtesn it, and the Lamb is the
Light thereof. For it is there, among eternal Beings,
that we muft take an eternal Fellowfhip, or fall:into a,
Kingdom of Darknels and everlafting Mifery.
X1. Chriftianity is fo noble in its Ends, {o extenfive in
its Views, that it has no.lefs Subjects than thefe to enters
tain our Thoughts. X

Tt buries our Bodies, burns the prefent World, ti-
wmphs over Death by a general Refurreétion, and opens
nto an eternal State.
ver confiders us in any other refpe& than as fallen
it difregards worldly Diftintions, and propofes
\othine to our F but erernal Mifery, nothing to our
Hopes but an endlels Enjoyment of Goo,

This
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This is the great, the important Condiion, in whicls
Chriftianity has placed us,, above our Bodies, . above the
Waorld, above Death, to be prefent at the Diflelution of all
Things, to-fee the Earth in Flames, and the Heavens
wrapt up like a Scroll, to ftand at the general Refurreltion,
to appear at the univerfal Judgment, and to live for e ety
when all thatour Eyes have feen s pafled away and gonc

XII. Take therefore upon thee a Temper {uitable to
this Greatnefs of thy Condition. Remember that thou
artan eternal Spirit ; that thou art but for a few Months
or Years in a State of Fleth and Blood, anly to try whe-
ther thou fhalt be for ever happy with-Gob,. or for ever
miferable with the Devil.

Thou wilt hear of other Concerns.and other Greamefs
in this World. Thou wilt fee every Order of Men, every
Family, every Perfon purfuing fome fancied Happinefs,
as if the World had not only Happinefs, but a particular
Kind of Happinefs for all its Inhabitants.

But when thou feeft this, fancy thou faweft all the
World afleep ;. the Prince no longer a Prince ; the Beg-
gar no longer begging, but every Man fleeping out af
his proper State ; fome happy, others tormented, and all
changing their Condition, as faft as one foolith Dream
could fucceed another,

When thou haft feen this, if thou wilt, thou mayft go
0 fleep too, thou mayft lie down and dream. And this is
all; for be as happy as the World can make thee, all is
but fleeping and dreaming : And what is ftill worfe, it is
like fleeping in a Ship, when thou fhouldft be pumping
tor Life, or dreaming thou art a Prince, when thou
fhouldft be redeeming thyfelf from Slavery;

XUI. This is no imaginary Flight of a melancholy
Eancy, but the real Nature of Things.

For if thou art that immortal Nature, that fallen Spirit
which Religion teaches us; if thou art to.meet Death,
Refurreftion, and Judgment, as the Forerunners of an
eternal State, What are all the lictle Flathes of Pleafure,
the changing Appearances of worldly Happinefs, but {o
many Sorts of Dreams ?

How canft thou talk of the Advantages of Fortune, the
Rleafures of Food or Apparel, without being in 2 Dream »

Is the Begear allecp, when he fancies ho is building,

himfelf
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himfelf fine Houfes? Is the Prifoner in a Dream, when
he imagines himfelf in open Fieldsand fine Groves ? And
canit thou think thy immortal Spirit is awake, while it
is delighting itfelf in the Shadows and Bubbles of worldly
Happinels ?

For if it be true, that Man is upon his Trial, if the
Trial is for Eternity, if Life is but a Vapour, What is
there that deferves a ferious Thought, but how to get
well out of the World, and make it a right Paflage (o
our eternal State ?

XIV. It is the Manner of fome Countries, in the
Burial of their Dead, to put a Staff and Shoes and Money
in the Sepulchre along with the Corpfe.

We fee the Folly and Ignorance of fuch a poor Con-
trivance to aflift the Dead : But if we did but underftand
what is Life, we fhould fee as much Folly in the poor
Contrivances to affift the Living.

For how many Things do People labour after, break
their Reft and Peace to get, which yet when gotten are
of juft as much real Ufe to ther:, as a Staff and Shoes
to a Corpfe under Ground ¢ They are always adding
fomething to their Life, which is only like adding ano-
ther Pair of Shoes to.a Body in the Grave.

Thou may/t hire more Servants, new paint thy Rooms,
and put on richer Apparel : And thefe will help thee to
be happy, as golden Staffs or painted Shoes will help a
dead Man to walk.

XV. If thou remembereft, that the whole Race of
Mankind are 2 Race of fallen Spirits, that pafs thro® this
World, as an Arrow pafleth thro’ the Air, thou wilt foon
perceive, that there is no Wifdom or Happinefs, but'in
getting away to the beft Advantage.

If thou remembereft, that this Life is but a Vapour,
that thou art in the Body, only to be holy, humble, and
heavenly minded ; that thou ftandeft upon thie Brink of
Death, Refurretion, and Judgment, and that thele great
Things will {uddenly in thee like a Thief 11 the

ight, thou wilt fee a Vanity in the Thirgs of this

YOrds can ex < {38

vielf as Relivion hath made

thee known ; yelf ) die Lirht wach
CurisT has brought into the World, aad ticn tfod
wilt



wilt fee that nothing concerns thee, but what edncems
an everlafting Spirit that is going to Gob ; and that there
ars no Enjoyments here that are worth a Thought, but
fuch a5 may adorn thee with that Holinefs, witheut which
no Man fhall fee the Lorp,

XVI. This is the End of Chriftianiry, It is not'a
School for the teaching of moral Virtue. It is #ceper
and more divine in its De It implies an entire
Change of Heart, a full Dedication of ourfelves, our
Souls and Bodies unte Gop. »

Our Blefled Saviour came inte ths World, not to make
any Compofition with it, but to put an End to the D¢
figns of Flefh and Blood, and to fhew us, we muft cither
renounce this World to become Sans of Goenb, or by
enjoying it,, take Al damned Spirits.

Chriftianity is a State of Things that wholly regards
Eternity : It knows of no other Goods and Evils, but
fuch as relate to another Life.

It is a Kingdom of Heaven that kas no other Interefts
in this World, than as it takes its Members out of it:
And when the Number of the Elect is compleat, this
World will be confumed with Fire, as having no other
Reafon for its Exiftence, than the furnifhing Members
for that blefed Society, which is to laft for ever.

I cannot here omit erving the Folly of human Wil
dom, which, full of imaginary Projetts, pleafes itfelf.
with its lating Eftablifhments in a Werld doomed to
Péftruction, and which is to laft no longer than tll a
fufficient Number is redeem’d out of it.

Did we fee a Number of Animals hafteni 19 to take
up their Apartments, and contending for the beft Places.
w0 a Building that was ta be beat down as foon as iss old
Inhabitants were got fafe out, we fhould fee a Contention
full as wife as the Wifdom of worldly Ambitwon,

_ XVII. That Chriftianity implies a Change of Nature,
1 plain from the whole Tenor of the Goipel.

The Saviour of the World faith, That excest a I

1’;1 again of Water and of .
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Thefe Words plainly teach us, that Chrifiianity impligs
an entire Change of Nature ; that as our Birth was to us
the Beginning of a new Life, and brought us into a So:
ciety of earthly Enjoyments, fo Chriflianity is another
Birth, that brm:‘_{a us mnto a Condition as new as when
we firft faw the Light.

W&begin again to be, we enter upon frefh Terms of

fral
s

Life, have new Tempers, new Hopes and Fears; and
an entire Change of every Thing that can be called
Good or Evil, ‘

This new Birth is the very Effence and Soul of Chii-
ianity ; it is the Seal of the P the Markof our
Sonfhip, the Earnefl of our In ice, and the fure
Proof of our Acceptance with |

XVIIL. If we would know
Life in Crrrsy implies, let us cos
born of Gop,

Whofeeruer is born of Gop, faith the Apoftle, doth sot
commit Sin. For bis Seedremaineth in him : and be cannot
Jiny becauf be is born of Gob.. In this the Children of Gop
are manififf, and the C of the Dewil, And again,
We knoww, that ewbofscver is born of G tncth not, but
ke that is 6:?39!35?: ef Gop keapetl bim and the ks
ed ane toucheth him nor. 1. John iii. 1o, v. 18.
> Apoftle tells us, #heft s born of Gop
evercometh the World. He overcometh all worldly De-
fires and worldly Fears, He is crucified unto the World -
and the World crucified unto him. He is dead to the
Luft of the Flefh, the Luft of the Eye, and the Pride of
Life. And he feareth not them that can kill the Body,
and after that have nothing more that they can do,

W muit therefore examine into the State of our Minds,
and fee whether we are thus changed in our Natures, thus
born again : Whether we are fo fpiritual, as to have o-
verceme the World 5 {o holy, as that we cannot commit
Sin ; fince it is the undeniable Doétrine of Scripture, that
this New Birth is as neceffary to Salvation, as the be-
lieving in Jesus ChrrsT,

XIX. We have feen two Marks of thofe that are born
of Gop. A third is given us by Curist Himfelf
Lewe your Enemies, -”5.".'._!'." them that curfe
thems that hate you, and prag fir thew which defpitefilly

we

1 Change our New
ider what it 5 to be

lare

o, A ‘_;;-55:3 o
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:i,r:- Yot a el ﬁr‘?_'f';‘r.‘;l.’r‘ll'! 53 r»f-}-r‘r.—- may be the C} ldven l"’ ¥
your Father avhich is in Heqaen, Matthew iv. v, 4
" Well may aChriftian be faid to be & pegw Creature, fince
without fich a Difpofition as this, we cannot be Chrifti-
ang, or Children of our Father which is in Heaven,

It is not therefore enough to love our Friends, Bene-
faftors, and Relations, but if we are born of Gop, we
love like Gop : We have an univerfal Love, a Tender-
nefs for all Mankind, unitating that Love which would
that all Men foould be famed

Gob is Lowe : And ar beavho dwelleth in Lowe, devel.
feth in Gov, fo he that dwelleth not in Love dwelleth
nat in Gop.

It is-impoflible to be a true Chriftian, and an Enemy
at the fame Time.

Mankind hath no Enemy but the Devil ; and thofe
who are of the fame Spirit.

XX. Thereis perhaps no Duty marecontrary to Flefh
and Blood than this, - But it is eafy to thofe that are
born of Gop.

For take but away earthly Gaods and Evils, and you
take away all Hatred and Malice. For they are the
only Caufes of thofe bafe Tempers

He therefore that bath owercom: the Wordd, hath gver-
ome 2ll the Occafions of Envy and il N ature, and can
Pity, pray for and forgive all his Enemies, who want lefs
Forgivenefs fromy Him than He hath received from his
Heavenly Father,

Letus here a while contemplate the Heighth and Depth
of Chriftian Holinef, and that Gedlike Spiric which it
implies! And this alone might convinee u i, that to be
Chriftians, we moft be born again : We muft fo change
OAF very Natures, as to have no Defire in our Souls, but
that of being like Gop.,

And till we rejoice and <ir'|1'§;'_}|t-'m!_'-.' in Gop, we can-
Rt have this Love to our Fellow Creatures, '

We may thereforelearn from this, aswell as from what
Wis obferved before, that Chriftianity does not confift in
doing no Ha
et in any par
Butin an ¢

or in. doing Good, (as it called) nor |
icutar moral Virtues, as ibmv:tH_\'m}'.-}'ur_:i'r'::

= Change of our Hearts, of all our natu-

and a Life wholly devoted to Gon, '
XX1 .




il g

l Hal
B #X1. The fame Dofrine is farther taught by our
B bleffed Saviour, when {peaking of little Children, he
1 19 daith, Suffer them. to come unto me; for of/u(,é is the
' Kingdom of Gop. Luke xviii. 16.

1F we are not refolved to deceive ourfelves, if we have
not Eyes that fee not, and Ears that hear not, we muft
I | ::T'.crccivr:';hat thefe Werds imply fome mighty Change
in our Nature,

il Now the peculiar Condition of Infants is fuch, tha

' they have every Thing to leam; they are to be taught
i G by others what they are to hope and fear, and where-

in their proper Happinefs confilts.

And in this Senfe firft are we to become as little Chil-
dren, to be as tho” we had every Thing to learn, and
fuffer outrfelves to be taught, what we are to chufe, and

svhat we aze to avoid ; to pretend to no Wildom of our
| own, but be ready to be taught of Gop, the only Way
{ of purfuing that only Happinefs, which Gop in CHr1sT
propofes to us ; and to accept it with fuch Simplicity of
Mind as little Children, who have nothing of their own

T

to oppofe to it.

XXII. Butnow is this infant Temper thus effential 1o
Chriftianity ¢ Does the Kingdom of God confilt onlyof
“his then is another undeniable Proof

that Chrittianity implies @ ez Nature ; fuch as having
- renounced the Prejudices of Life, the Maxims of human
L Wifdom, gives itfelf with a Child like Submiflion and

Simplicity, to be entirely govern'd by the Doétrines and
Spirit of CHRIST.

Craft and Policy, felfith Curming, proud Abilities and
vain Endowments, have no Admittance into this holy
| State of Socicty with Carist in Gob.
| The Wifdom of this World, the Intrigues of Life, the
i' Defigns of Greatnefs and Ambition, lead to another
|

thofe that haveit? 1

Kingdom. He that follows Crrist muft be emptie
of this vain Furniture, and put on the meek Ornament
of infant and undefigning Simplicity.

i Where is the Wife 2 Where is the Scribe? Whereistht
4 ; Difputer of this Warld? Hath net Gob madr joaﬂ-‘ the

ﬁ { ! . felem of this Werld?
i q ' If we will partake of the Wifdom of Goo, we mqﬂ
Ll i judge of this Worldand jts moft boafted Gifts, as the Wik
dda
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domof Gob judgeth of them ; we muft deem them Fool :
ithnefs; and with undivided Hearts labour after one Wil
dom, one Happinefs, in being entirely devoted to Goo.

XXIII. This Comparifon of Chriftians to little Chil-

dren, may alfo remind us of a certain Simplicity of Be-
haviour, which is always the Effet of a Heart truly and'
entirely devoted to Gop.
« As worldly Men are therefore referv’d, artful and de-
ceitful, becaufe they have many and fecret Ends to bring
about; 'fo they whofe Heartis wholly devoted to Gop,
being wholly taken up with one great Defign, and hav-
ing no little Succeffes that they labour after, have no
Need of Artifice or Difguife ; and {o are naturally open,
fimple and undefigning in all the Affairs of Life.

XXIV. From all thefe Confiderations it appears, that
Chriftianity implies a New Nature, and a Life entirely
devoted to Gop.

Now if this be Chriftianity, it may ferve to inftruct
two Sorts of People :

Firft, Thofe who are content with an Outward Reli-
gion ; thofe whofe Chriftianity lies only in an Qutward
Decency and Regularity of Life.

I don’t mean thofe that are Infincere or Hypocriti-
cal : But all thofe who are content with Outward Religi-
on: All whe are content with any Thing fhort of that
Inward Holinefs, that Newnefs of Heart and Spirit which
the Gofpel defcribes,

They fhould confider that Charity, Chattity, Sobriety
and Juftice may be pratifed without Chriftianity. A
Jew, a Heathen may be (what you call) Charitable and
Temperate : But to make thofe Parts of Chriftianity,
they muit proceed from a Heart truly turned to Goo,
that is full of an infant Simplicity, that is crucified with
Christ, that is born again of the Spirit, that has over+
come the World." Temperance or Juftice without this
Turn of Heart, may bethe Temperanceof a Jew or 2
Heathen - bt it is not Chriftian Temperance or Jultice,
till it proceeds from a Chriftian Spiric. " Could we doand
fuffer all that Carrst himéelf did or fuffered, yet if it
was not all done in the {fame Temper, in the Spirit of
Cirist, it would profit us nothing,

XXV, A Chriftian is fober, charitable and jufl, upon

1a e
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the fame Principles and with the fame Spirit that he re
ceives the Holy Communion ; as Adls of Obedience to
Gonb, and as {0 many Inftances of a Heart truly devo-
ted to Gon.

A Chriftian is fober, not only fo far as fuits with 2
regular Life, but (o as becomes one who is born of the
Holy Spirit, thatis one with CHRIST, who dwelleth in
Gop and Gop in him.

He is charitable, not only fo far as fuits with his na-
¢ural Temper, and with good Efteern among Men ; but
in fuch a Meafure as is fuitable to the Doétrines and
Spirit of the Gofpel.

For indeed, neither Charity, nor Temperance, ner
Juftice, nor any other Virtues (as they are called) ase
Parts of Chriftian Holinefs, till they fpring from Holinefs
of Heart, from the Mind that was in: Carisr.

This is what cannot be too much confidered by thofe
whofz Religion has made no Change in their Hearts;
who fancy themfelves Chriftians, only becaufe of the
Regularity of their Lives, altho' they have never expe-
sienced a Renewal in the Spirit of their Minds, after the
Image of Him that created them ; who pray without
Devetion, give Alms without Charity, and are Chri-
ftians without the Spirit of Chriftianity.

¥XVI. Secondly, This Doétrine may ferve to inftrutt
shofe who areconvinced, they have been hitherto Stran-
gers to Religion.

Some People who are afhamed of their paft Lives, and
begih to look toward Religion, think [they have done
enough, when they have reformed the Outward Coutle
of their Lives ; when they have left off their grofs Vices
and Follies, or are grown careful of fome particular
Daties or Virtues.

Thus a Man who has been 2 Drunkard many Years
thinks hé has made a fufficient Change by becoming tem-
perate; Another imagines, he is in a very good and {afe

tate, becaufe he does not neglect the Publick Weorlhips
d todo: A Lady fanciesfhe lives enough to Gop
. fhe has left off Plays, and lives more &t home
ghan formerly.

Bt fuch People fhould confider, that Chriftianity does

sgt confift in the Fewnefs of our Vices; no norinany
one




ofie particular Virtue, nor yet in the Outward
ment of our Lives: But in fuch a thoro izh Chang
Heart, as makes the Love of Gop the Spring and Mea-
furerand Rule of all our Tempers and Aétions.
XXVIL It is a miferable Error, to think we are

Chriftians, becaufe we are lefs vain or covetous, more
fober and decent in our Behaviour than we ufed to be
Yet this is the Cafe with many, who think they are well,
becaufe they are not fo bad as they were, | fe the

are reformed from Outward Wickednefs; notconfiderig
how thorough a Change, how entire a Reformation
Heart, as well as Life, Chriftianity imphes,

But let fach People remember, that thev who thus
meafure themfelves &y .‘rf-r;.'i:.' dvesar
remember that they are not D

Let thems

as to have cuercome the World.

Let them remémber, He that isin CHRIST ir & wevw
Creature, and that nothing fhort of this will avail before
Gop, nothing lefs than the entire Renewal of the Soul
in Righteoufnefs and all true Holines. Let them rc
member, that there is no Religion that will ftand us in
any Stead, but that which is the Converfion of the Heart
to Gop, when all our Tempers are holy, heavenly, di
vine, fpringing from a Soul that is lorw apain of the
Spirit that 15 full of divine Love, and tends with one
full Bent to a Perfection and Happinefsin the Enjoyment
of Gop.

XXVIII, Let us thereforelock carefully to ourfelyes,
and confider what manner of Spirit weare of : Let usnot
think our Condition fafe, becaufe we are of this or that
Church or Perfuafion, or becaufe we are ftvict Obfervers
of the Outward Offices of Religion.  For we can't but
fee, thefe are Marks that bélong to more than belong
1 Currst. All are not his that propbecy, or even caft
sut Divils, and work Miraeles in bis Name. Much lefs

bz thofe
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thofe who, with corrupt Minds and worldly Hearts, are
only baf

in kis Name.

if E\L]J:,_Itll'j has raifed us into a wew World; if it has
filled us with #ezv Euds of Life ; if it has taken Pofleflion
of our Hearts, altered the whole Turn of our Mimls, and
changed the whole Stream m our Afteftions ; if it has
given us zew Foys and (_r : HEAL ij s and F. .;'m; E{

=3

f}’ (-J {r!!-ﬂ (1]
and this 7
are the C " Gop : Then are we Ll riftians, not
in Name only, but in Truth ; then wedobelieve in the
vs, and we {hall rejor

apdren
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1 and the Devily
s Ends which it pro-
lation, in uttes-
njoyments; whiclt
3 our Natore, fill odr
h ar and keep us{e:
r!;c only Happinels of a 1"!?1:

Iy the Vices, the W 1LL.;dnri~ and
is World, but even its moft lawful Concerns,
% L.m.u]\' purfued, make Men unable to-enter into the
true State of Chriftianity. -

He who is bufied in an Aoxeft Calling, may, on that
Account, be finally rejeéted of Gonb. 7

For it is no more ps rdonable to be lefs affeéted to the
Things
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Things of Gop, for the Sake of any Worldly Bufinefs,
than for the Indulgence of our Pride, or any other fin
ful Paflion: Every Bufinefs of Life being equally trifling,
when compared with the one Thing needful.

III. Men of ferious Bufinefs indeed generally cenfure
thofe, who trifle away their Time in vain and imperti-
nent Pleafures.

But they don’t confider that their own Employments
alfo are as vain as Vanity itfelf:- They don’t confider
that any Bufine(s or Employment, if it has got hold of
the Heart, renders Men as vain and odious in the Sight
of Gop, as any fenfual Gratification.

They may call it an honefi Care, a wife Induflry, ox
by any other plaufible Name. But it is a Wildom
which can no more recommend itfelf to the Eyes of
G op than the Wifdom of an Epicure,

For it thews as wrong a Turn of Mind, and as great
a Contempt of the true Goods, to neglet any Degrees
of Piety for the Sake of Bufinefs, as for any the moft
trifling Pleafures of Life,

IV. The Wifdom of this World indeed gives an Im.
portance and Air of Greatnefs to feveral Ways of Life,
and ridicules others as vain and contemptible, which
differ only in their Kind of Vanity. But the Wifdom
from above condemns all Labour as equally fruitlefs,
which hinders our labouring after everlafting Life.
For what can it fignify whether a Man forgets Gop
in his Farm, or in a Shop, or at a Gaming Table ? The
World is full as important in its Pleafures as in its Caress;
there is no more Wifdom in the one than in the other
And the Man who, by the Cares and Bufine/i of the
World is made lefs affected to the Thi gs of Gop, is
o wifer than he who takes his Delight in running
féxes and Hores out of Breath. ¥

For there is no Wifdom in any Thing ‘but Religion
Nor s any Way of Life lefs vain than another, but. ac
It is made ferviceable to Piety, and confpires with the
Defigns of Religion, to raife Mankind toa Par ticipat-
on and Enjoyment of the Divine Nature,

V.. Let thofe who are not at all afhemed to b devo.
ted to- the Cares and Bufinefs of the Woarld, confider

B 3 Laaie
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hofe States of Life, which they ownto be vain and
(h, and contraty to Religion.
Some People have no other Care, than how to give
their Palate frefh Pleafure, and enlarge the Happinefs
of Tafling.

Others live to no other Purpofe, than to breed Dogs,
and attend the Sports of the F ield.

Men of fober Bufinefs, who icem to a& the grave
Part of Life, generally condemn thefe Ways of Life,

But why are they to be condemned ¢ Produce but the
true Reafon why any of thefe are vain and finful, and
the fame Reafon will conclude :\.t'_ainﬂ every Way of
Life which is not wholly devoted to Gop.

V1. Letthe Man who is deepin worldly Bufinefs, but
fhew the Vanity and Shame of a Life devoted to Plea-
fures, and the fame Reafons will thew the Vanity and
Shame of a Life filled with worldly Cares, So that
whofoever can condemn Senfuality; Ambition, or any
Way of Life upon the Principles of Reafon and Reli-
gion, carries his own Condemnation” within his owi
Breaft. unlefs his Life be entirely devoted to Go.

VII. Itis granted that fome Cares are made necel-
fary by the Neceffities of Nature. And-the fame allo
may be obferved of fome Pleafures, as the Pleafures of
Eating, Drmking and Reft. But if Reafon and Religion
Jo not limit thele Pleafures by the Neceflities of Nature,
we fall from rational Creatures into Drones, Sots, Glut-
tons, and Lpicures. >

In like manner our Care after fome worldly Things
is neceffary. But if this Care is not bounded by the
juft Wants of Nature, if it wanders into unneceffary
Purfuits. and fills the Mind with falfe Defires and cra-
vines : if itwants to add an imaginary Splendour to the
Jain Demands of Nature, it 5 vain and irregular; it
is the Care of an Epicure, a longing for Sauces and
and corrupts the Suul like -any other fenfual

foo

<

For this Reafon our Lord points fo many of his Doc-
trines ¢ the common allowed I".n'ul'-ln}:nwin‘; of Life, to
teach us, that they may employ our Minds as falfely
d d youfly as any Trifles whatever.

He teaches us, that even the Neceffaries of Life
{houl
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fhould be fought with a Kind of Indifference, that fo
our Souls. may be truly fenfible of greater Wants, and
difpofed to hu.nffLr and thirft after Lnjoyments that will
make us happy for ever.

VIII. But how unlike are Chnﬂ ians to Chriftianity !
It commands us to rake no Thoug ing, awhat foall
aue eat, or what Jpall ave d et LJ" il,.m; are
reftlels and laborious, till they can eat in Plare,

It commauds us to be indifferent about Rayment,
But Chriftians are full of Care and Concern, to be
cloathed in Pur }“ff and fine L:}.'g'r:. It enjoins us to rake
no Thought for the Morroa Yet R."I'rjil""" think
they have lived in vain, if t]u’\' don’t fawve Effates at
their Death.  And thefe call themfelves D“ iples of that
Lord, who faith, He that forfaketh not all that be bath
camnat be my Difciple.

IX. It muft not be faid that thefe Doélrines are not
plainly enough taught in Scripture, becaufe the Lives
and Behaviour of “Chriftians are fo ccm.x.r\' to tl
For if the Lives of Chriftians might be all 2
the Doétrines of Seripture, none of them w onld
lafted to this Day.

It is one of the Ten Commandments, Thou fbalt not
take the Name of the Lord thy God in wain. And our
Saviour has forbid {wearing, yea, in the moft folemn
Manner. Yet where more {wearing than among Chri-
{bians, and among {uch Chriftians as weuld think i hard
to be reckon’d a Rtprod‘ h to the Chriftian Name?

The Scripture fays of Chriftians, m..\ they are born
of Gop, and .»fsu-w » the World. Can they 1
be reckoned of that Number, who l ave not fom y
overcome this flagrant Sin, to which they have mno
I'met.dmu in Nature?

Well therefore may the Do€trines of heaven
ednefs, and Contempt of the World be difreg
fince they run counter to all the Corru
and Blood, to all the Pride '“ui Vanity o

X, But let thofe who are ftartled at th cft Lw 105,
dgal faithfully with their own Hearts, #nd ask them-
felves whether they fhould not hayve had the {ame Dif-
like to them, had they lived in our
whether they can find any one Reafon, why they fhould

1'.1}\(-'
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have been fo fpirittlal and heavenly then, which s nog
as good and as ftrong a Reafon for their being as {piris
tual and heavenly now?

Hath Heaven or Earth fuffered any Change fince that
Time? Is the World become now more worth our No-
tice, or heavenly Treafure of lefs Value than it was
then ; Or have we had another Saviourfince, that has
compounded Things with this World, and helped us to
an eafier Way to the next ?

Yet, if an Apoftle was to rife from the dead, calling
vich and great Men to thefe Doctrines, they would
drive their Coaches from fuch a Preacher, rather than
be faved at fuch aPrice,

XI. To fet this great Truth in a fill clearer Light, I
will appeal a little even. to the Imagination of the
Reader.

Let it be fuppofed, that rich Men are now euoying
their Riches, and taking all the ufual Delights of Plen-
ty; that they are labouring for the Meat that perithe
eth, contriving Scenes of Pleafure, and fpending their

fares in proud Expences.

After this Suppofition let it be imagined, that we
faw the Holy Jefus, who had not where to lay his Head,
with his Twelve Apoftles, that had left all to follow him.
Let us imagine, that we heard him call all the World,
to take up the Crofs and follow him, promifing a ‘T'rea-
fure in Heaven to fuch as would quit all for his Sake,
and rejedting all that would not comply therewiths
Denouncing Woe and eternal Death to all that lived in
Fulnefs, Pomp and worldly Delights.  Let it be imagi-
ned, that we heard him commanding his Difciples, 9
take #o Thought, [uying, What fhall we eaty or aulat
Joall ave drink, or avhereavithall fhall ave be cloathed ?
And giving this Reafon for it, After all thefe Things do
the Gentiles feek,

Let it be imagined, that we faw the firlt Chriltians

taking up the Crofs, renouncing the World, and countiig
all Things but Dung that they mig bt auin Chrifl

I'do not now fo immediately appealsto the
or Reafin of the Reader. Ileaveit even with his |
gination, that wild Faculty, to determine, whether &

14

rend




(0. 2% )

be pollible for thefe two different Sorts of Men, to be
true Difciples of the fame Lord ?

XL To 1\r'aceud Let us fuppofe that a rich Man
was to put up fuch a Prayer as this to Gon

“ O Lord, I thy finful Creature, whom Thou haft
called to a Inch Iin}w of Glory in (...l‘.i;.{ Jefus, beg of
l]!f\. to grant me a thoufand times more I
need, ! that 1 may be able to gratify
i the Delights of eating and t_.n"-' g
deur. Grant that as the lirtle Span of
I'may abound more and more in Wealth;
may fee and perceive all the beft and
growing richer thm any of my l\u
humbly and fervently beg, in

Such a Prayer as th1~ it
this Treatife ; but in hope th:
fends the Ear, it may amend ’.".e
Mn[ ”m'r' i-s 1;:) one,

er:r)u"]" ex icept it equals or ey
?\.U“'.L}rlr
_beg of fuch that they
profane and unch
and that they
more odions and con
But fet them be 3
Things’ which mak
unchriftian Life.
For the Reafon why thele Thin
in'a Prayer, is becaufe they are o contr )
UrRellgmn Butis it not as bad te f':'-;-,- contrary
the Spirit of Religion, as to pray contrary to it
At leaft, muft not that Way of Life b be J:w”;
able, ‘which is fo fhocking when put into the Form of a
Prayer ?
ALV, Need we any other Convigtion, that this Man

{8
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€ an uncanitan rr




T g

ner of Life is contrary to the Spirit of Chriftianity,
than this, that the praying according to it in Chrift's
Name, comes near to Blafphemy.

Let it be confidered how we fhould abominate a
Perfon, whom we knew to ufe fuch a Prayer: And let
that teach us, how abominable fuch a. Life muft appear
inthe Eyes of Gop ! And with this Addition of Folly,
hat we call the Prayer prafane, but think the Life that
rers to it tobe Chriftian.
From all this it is plain, that the prefent Followers
of Jefus Chrift, have ne more to do with worldly En.

ym than thofe he chofe while he himfelf was on
1 t we are to have the fame Devotian to

LS,

with in the Days of his Flefh.
t notwithftanding the Seripturesare {o exprels,
ve up their pre-conceived Opinions,
Where can be the Harm of get=
1 Eftate?
r it be not a commendable Thing, to providé
en Effate for one’s Family ?

And what People of Birth and Fortune are to do with
themfelves, if they are not to /iwe up to their Eltates and

Qualities ?

T'o the frft Queftion let it be anfwered, Take a0
Thought, [ayirg, what foall we eafy or avhat fhall 4t
: aubereavithall fhall ae be cloathed? Forafter
Things do the Gentiles frel.

Now, if to be careful and thoughtful, even about the
MNecellaries of Life, be a Care that is here forbidden,
and that becaufe tis fuch a Care as only becomes Hea:
thens ; furely to be careful and thoughtful how to rﬂ.lil‘u
an Eftate, and enrich one’s Family, is a Care that is
fuficiently forbidden in Chriftians, And he that ¢in
yet think it lawful, to make this the Care and Defign
of his Life, is too blind ta be convinced by Argument.
Our Saviour faith, Labour not
eth, but for that Meat awhich endi
Life. He commands us not to lay up for
Treafures on Earth; he aflures us that we canmuot Jirue
Gon end Mammon. !

Now thefe Places have no Meaning, if it 18 il

g Jaywful

for the Meat thit perift
urath wnto everlafling
gur felved
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lawful for Chriftians to heap wp Treafures, to labour
for Eftates, and purfue -Defigns of enriching their Fa-
milies,

XVI. I know it is eafy to evade the Force of thele
Texts, and to make plaufible Harangues, upon the In-
nacency of labouring to be rich, and the Confiftency of
ferving Gop and Mammon.

I don’t queftion but therich young Man in the Go-
fpel could have made a very good Apology for him-
{alf, and have fhewn how reafonable and innocent a
Thing it was, for fo good and {o young a Man to -
joy an Eftate,

The rich Man in Torments could have alledged,
how much Good he did with his Fortune; how many
Trades he encouraged with his Pm“f.'.-":' and ﬁ.f.'f Lf}.f:!:,
and faring femptuoufly every Day ; and how he conform-
edto the Ends of Society, by {o fpending his Eftate.

XVII. But ftill the Word of Gop fhall not pafs
away. Hawing Food and Raiment, let us be thevewith
content.  For they wwbo awill be vich 'fail ints a Tempta-

7 % and burtful Luffs,
nvbich drown Men in Deftruétion and Perdition. 1. Tim.
vi. 8.

We may, perhaps, by fome Acutenefs of Reafoning,
find out, that this ftill leaves us at our Liberty, whether
we will labour to be rich or not: Yet notwithftandmg
what the Apoftle {ays, of a Sware, a Teémptation, and

tion and a Snare, and into mary fo

foolifp Lufts, yet we can purfue the Means and defire ,

the Happinefls of Riches, without any Danger to our
Virtue.

But if fo, we are as prudent as thofe Chrift
think they can fecure their Virtue withou
Prayer, tho' our Saviour ha
Jé enter not into Tempta

And he that neglefts Wa g and Prayer, tho' the
appointed Means of avoiding Temptation, lives a
much accordir Scripture, as he that is careful and
defirous of Ric tho' the'decla
Share: and ‘D’J i

AVIIT, Hf we could fubmit to the p!
©f Scripture, it would never be

red Occafions of Sin,

AU Ee R A S0
in Doftrines

I
c6d what P(_:Ijj)ll‘. of

Larinne




( 24 )
Foriune are to do with themfelves, if they are notty
live up to the Splendour and Plenty of their Eftates }
The rich Man in the (_3(:({-&:1_ was- a Ruler, a young
Man, and a good Man: If therefore there are any of hi
Ranl¢ who are neither young nor good, it can hardly
ht, they have lefs to do to inherit eternal

be thoug
Life.
And as for thofe who, like him, have kept the Com-
mandments of Gop from their Youth, I dare not tell
them, that they are not under a Neceflity of ﬂﬂ'cring all
their Wealth to Gop, and of making their Eftates,
however acquir’d, not the Support of vain Indulgences,
but the Relief of their Brethren.

XIX. Suppofe great People, by means of itheir
Wealth, could throw themfelves into a deep Slecp of
pleafant Dreams, which would laft till Death awaked
them,. would any one think it lawful for them to make
fuch Ufe of their Riches f

And yet he that had done nothing but fleep and
dream”to the Time of his Death, might as well {ay,
.t he had been working out his Salvation with Fear
and Trembling, as he that has been living in Luxury,
Splendour, and {enfual Gratifications.

The Gofpel has made no Exception for Dignity of
Birth, or Difference in Fortune ; but has appointed the
fame firaight Gate, the common Paffage for all Perfons
to enter into Glory.

The Diftinétions of Civil Life have their Ufe; butil
any one thinks he may be lefs devoted to Gop, lelias
fraid of the Corruptions of Pleafure and Pride, becaufe
e is born of a rich Family, he is as much miftaken o
¢ that fancies he has a Priviledge to fteal, becaufe he
was born of a Father that was poor
XX, If the rich or great Man can find out a Coutfe
of Pleafures, that fupport no wrong ‘Turn of Mind, an
Indulgence which does not aratify Senfuality, Fontertain-
siients which feed no vain Paflions : If they can find out
fuch Inftances of Splendour and Greatnels, as fhew
they love Gop with their Hearts, and as galii'y
neither the Luff eof the Flyb, the L:.;,ff of thi E_'.-, nor
the Pride of Life, Religion has no Command againk

yments,
But

all

fuch Enj
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But if this cannot be done, then the Rich have n®
more Permiflion to live in vain Indlgences than the
Poor have to fteal.

And let it be always remember'd, that if any Diftine-
tions of Life make Men forget that Sin is their only
Bafenefs, and Holinefs their only Honour; if any Con-
dition makes them lefs difpofed to imitate the low, hum-
bling Eftate of their {uffering Mafter ; inftead of being
any real Advantage, it is their Curfe, their Snare and
Deftrudtion.

XXI. I know to all this it will #ill be objected, that
aMan s not neceffarily vain and proud, becaufe he lives
in Shew and Figure, any morethan another is necefli -
rily humble, becaufe he lives in a low Eftate.

Itis granted, that Men may be of a Temper contrary
to the Eftate in which they live. But then this is only
true, of fuch as are in any State by Force, and contrary
10 their Defires and Endeavours.

A Man in a low Eftate may be vain and proud, be-
Cfe he is in fuch a State by Force ; and is reftlefs and
uneafy till he can raife himfelf out of it.  If the famé is
triie of him that lives in Figure and Pomp, that he is in
this State by Force, and is reftlefs till he can lay it all a-
fide, then we grant ke may be humble,

But nothing is wealer than to fay, Becanfe a Man
May bein a low Eftate per Firce, without Lowlinefs of
Mind, therefore another may chufe to five in all the
Height of Grandeur and Vanity, without any Height
or Vanity of Mind.

A Manmay be an Epicure in his Temper, tho' he is
forced 1o live upon Bread and Water. But will you
therefore fay, another who lives on all § '
and that by Choice, may be no Epic

If therefore they 1ve
therein out of ()
wile, we muft
Minds are as «

XXI. T
whatever S
Praved from thefe divine 1
{uires,

Clrittians are to love Gon with all their Heart, with

i i3

ts of Dainties,
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.41l their Soul, with all their Mind, and with all their

Strength.

Now it is abfolutely impofsible we fhould do this, un-
1efs we have renounced the World.

A Man that has his Head and his Heart full of world-
1y Concerns, can nomore love Gon with all his Strength,
than a Man, who has his Eyes on the Ground, can 'be
looking towards Heaven with all the Strength of s
Sight.

XXIH. If therefore we are to leve 'Gen with alloir
Heart, if it is abfolutely neceffary we be firlt perfua-
ded, that we have no Happinefs but in lim alone, but
awhat arifes from our Enjoyment of the Divine Nature,

But we may be aflured, we never believe this Truth,
till we renounce all Pretenfijons to any other Happines,
‘For to feek the Happinefs of Riches, atthe fame Time we
‘know all Happinefs is in Gob, is as impofsible as to
eek the Happinefs of Sicknefs, when we know no be-

dily State is happy, but that of Health.

It is therefore abfolutely certain, thatwe are as much
«whliged to renounce the World with all our Strength, #
4o love :Gop therewith, it being impofible to do ene
without the other.

XXIV. dt is-equally certain, that we mavoidably
fove every Thing in Proportion as it appears to be our
dlappinels: If it appears to be half our Happinefs, it
avill neceffarily have half the Strength of our Loye:

And if it appearsto be all our Happinefs, we {hall nats-
sally love it with all pur Strength.

The Chriftian Religion therefore, which requires the
svhule Strength of our Nature to love Gop, lays ajul
Foundation in requiring us abfelutely to reneunce the
Happinefs of the World; feeing it s impofsible to have
4wo Happinefles, and but one Love.

And indeed what ‘can be more ridiculous than o
Zancy, that a Man who is taken up with the Enjoyments

* the World, is at the fame Time loving Gop with all
ul and with all his Strensth. )

Is it not as abfurd as to ﬁ.-;‘rlﬂ’c that a Man, who s
devatad to, and taken up with the Sports of the Field,
és at the eme Time contemplating Mathematical Spect-

iz, with the whole Ardour of his Mind ?

KXY,
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XXV. Another Duty which proves the abfolute Ne-
cefsity of thus renouncing the World, is, The Love o«
our Neighbour.
Thou fhalt
would know what this imj
Iy into his own Heart,. and fee what it is that he willies
to himfelf. Then let him tun all the fame W ihes to
his Neighbour, and he will feel the

o $ha Al
TRy dve

If a Man

sy Jet him ool impartial

uft Meafure of

Phis will allo teach him, that the true Love of his
Neighbour s as inconfiftent with the Love of tihe
World, as Duelling is inconfidt
the Forgivenefs of Inpiries.

XXVI. This Love is a
Beings as have sne comaion v
they cannot be Rivals to one another.
State of all Chriftians,who have as ¢
pinefs as they have one common G e
ourfelves out of this State, and feek for Happinels m
the Enjoyments of this Life, we are as inicapable of
this neighbourly Love, as #o/ves and B
vpon Frey

One cormmon undivoided Happinef:, be g the ouly pof

hible Foundation for this Love. if we feek any othen
Happinefs than this, if we don’t renounce all oth
Pretenfions, we cannot keep clear of fuch Tempers a:
are utterly inconfiftent with the loving our Neighbous
as ourlelves,
_ Bur when we are govern'd by a Happinefs which no
Man can hinder our attaining, and wherein
make himfelf onr Rival, it will be no harder to love all
Men as ourfelves, than to with them the F njoyment of
the fame Light,. or the common Air: Which being
Goods that may be equally enjoy’d by all, are not the.
Octafions of Envy.

XXVII. Itis plain ourSaviourintended this brotherly
_Ln‘»‘!;’, to be the governing Principle of. our Liyes, Dut
it cannot be fo, unlefs we are content to make no more
of this World, than a Supply of our Neceflities, and to
look for gy ondy Happinefs in the Enjoyment of Gon.

Ldon't dppeal to Niggards and Worldlings, to. the
Proud and Ambitious ; et thofe who think themfelves
C o waderats.

ent with Meeknefs and

Ry

cars that hive

Q
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miodirare m their worldly Defires and Enjoyments, deal
faithfully with themfelves and fee w hether their Profe-
Phition of worldly Affairs, permits them to love all Men
as themfelves.

Perhaps they have mot thofe bitter Envyings and
Hatreds to which ambitious World! inbs are fubject, Bug
4ill they have as c"rnm‘} in their Degree, and in
i’:byun. on to their Love of the World, their Envyings
and Hatreds, and Want of ﬁn( ere me‘ as other Mm

XXVII. Fora further Proof of this, we nu.d only
ook into the World, and fee the Spirit that appears
ameng almoft all k.m:ﬂ 1ATs
We need not go'to wicked and' loofe Feople. Let
g pows Family, and we fhall ind it has
st particular Friendfbips and Hatreds, s Enoyings
and ewil Speakings, and all founded in me Interelts and
Regards of the World.

And this neceflarily 1prmrrs from hence, that alk

Chriftians are bufy in attending to their worldly Interefls,
intending “n]) to keep clear of ’dihoneft and feandalous
Pra {..1;*:,: That is, they ufe the World as far as honeft

cathens or Feaws would do, and contequently have fuch

Ter .;?tr- as fenus and Heatbens have

Fer it :s“rm only Cheating and Difbonefty, but the
bare Defire of worldly Things,and thcp‘m..r:g Happi-
refs in them, that 1'1\3 the Foundation of all thefe Un-
chriftizn ‘Tempers; that begets particular Friendfhips
and Emmities, and d,,,u-::. Chriftians into more Parties
Families a '.{ HanL
; purely the 91.5'1"1'1}_3 {o far in the World
r ians do; it is their falfe Satigfatiion m fo-

many l“h ings that they ought ro renounce; it is their
h:—mr too m--ch alive m the World, that makes ally
even thofe who are called devout and religious, fubjett
to Tempers 10 contrary ta the Love of thcu' Neigh-

bo

this therefore teach us that we muft renounce
Torld, if we-would live and love like Chriftians

(IX. By 19nounc:~15 the Warld, I do not mean,
reri:-w; into a Cloifter.  This would be Lke laymg

afide all Ufe of Cloaths, to avoid the Vanity of Drefi
There
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There 5.a fober and reafonable Ufe of the World:
which is as lawful as it is to eat and drink.

We may buy and fell; we may labour; we may
provide for ourfelves and our Families; that is, fo far
as is needful for Lifée and Godlinefs. But farther we
may not go,

The firft Step our Defires take beyond Things of Ne-
cefsity, ranks us among Worldlings, and raifes in our
Minds all thofe Tempers, which difturb the Minds of
worldly Men,

XXX. You think yourfelf very reafonable and con:
formable to Chriftianity, becaufe you are moderate i
your Defires. - You don’t defire a large Eftate ; you
defire only a /Jirtle Finery, a little Sate,.and to have
Things genteel about you.

Imagine now to yourfelf, that what you fay, of mo-
divate Defires, and fitele Fineries, had been faid to our
blefled Saviour when he was upon Earth, calling Men
to renotnce the World and deny themfelves.

Your own Confcience tells you, he would have re-
buked the ‘Author of fuch a. Pretence with as much In
dignation as he rebuked Puer, Get Thee bebivd
Satar, Jor rr.’-‘s',fi_.fE:-‘_'.f!f'.—_,.".; not the T/ tugs thaf be of Gud.

Now the Spirit of Chriftfanity is the fame Spirit thar
was in Chrilt when he wa upon Earth, And if we have
Reafon to' think that fuch a Petence wonld have beert
feverely condemn’d by Chrift, we have the fame Rea
fon to be fire, it is as fe erely condemn’d by Chiifti-
anity,

XXXI. Had our Bleffad-Sa viotr 2 little before he left
the World . given Efates to His Apoftles, w Permii

fion for them to enjoy  little Fimries, and a widerinss
Stafe'n a gentee/ manner, he had undone all t}
had e Contempr of the World, and Heavenly
mindednefs. Such a Permiftion ha
ton to the main Doérines whi

Had the

I 4 - |

F J TI

And how :'-}.'.uu

think that we %)
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ould not pofsibly be the Spirit and Temper of Chriff
and his Apoftles?

X XXI1. Another Pretence for worldly Care and La.
bour after Riches, is, to provide for our Families.

You want to leave Fortunes to your Children, that
they may have their Share in the Figure and Sheaw of
the World. Now confider, Do you do: this on Prin-
ciples of Religion, as the beft Thing you can do, eithes
for yourfelf or them ?

Can you then be faid, to have chofen the one Thing
meedful for yourfelf, or the one Thing needful for them,
who take fuch care to put them in a State of Life, that
is a Sware and a Tempiation,. and the moft likely of all
others,. to fll their Minds with fao/if® and burtful Lufls?

Is it your Kindnefs toward them that puts you upon
this Labour? Confider therefore what this Kindnefs i§
founded upon ? Perhaps it is fuch a Kindnefs as when
sender Wlothers carry their Daughters to all Ploys and
Bells : Such a Kindnefs as when indulgent Fathers fup-
port their Sons in all the Expence of their Follies. Such
4ind Parents may more properly be call'd the Bezvayers
and Murd rers of their Children.

You love your Children, and therefore you would
have them rich. It is faid of our blefled Saviour, that
be loved the young rich Man that came unto him, and
therefore he bid him fel/ o/ that he had. Whata Con-
trariety is here? The Love which dwelleth in you, is
as contrary ta the Love which dwelt in Chrift: as Dark-
nefs is to Light.

We have our Saviour’s exprefs Command,, to love
one another,, as ke Jowed us.  And can you think you
are following this Love, when you are giving thofe
Things to your Children, which he took away from
his Friends, and which he could not pofsibly have given
them without contradi@ing the greateft Part of his
Doftrines?

XX XIII, Bat fuppofe youfucceed in your Defigns, and
Jeave your Children rich, what muf you fay to them
when yon are Will you then tell them that you
have the fame Opinion of the Value of Riches you

you feel the Pleafure of. remembring
how much ‘Thought and Care you have taken to ac:
quire

—

ever had; that y
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guire them? Will you tell them that you Kave provided
for their Eafe and Softnefs, their Pleafure and Indul-
gence and Figure in the World ; and that they cannot
do better than to eat and drink and take their Fill of
fuch Enjoyments as Riches afford. This would be dy-
ing like an drheiff.

If you would die like a Chriftian, muft you not en-
deavour to fill their Minds with your dying Thoughts?
Muft you not tell them that very foon the World
will fignify no more to them than it does to you ? And
that there is a Fanity, a L.r'r.'f('m:ﬁ in the Tilings of this
Life, which only dying Men feel as they oughc ?

* Will you not tell them, that all your own Failings, the
Irregularity of your Life, the Folly of your Tempers, and
your Failure of Chriftian Perfettion, has been owing
towrong Opinions of the Value of worldly Things? And
that if you had always feen the: World in the fame
Light that you fee it now, your Life had been devoted
to Gop, and you would have lived in all thofe holy
Tempers and heavenly Affetions in which you now
defirc to die?

Will you not tell them, that Riches fpent upon our-
felves, either in the Pleafures of Eafe and Iudulzence,
i the Vanity of Drefs, or in State and Grandeur, are
the Bane and Deflruftion of our Soals,.making us blind-
ly content with Dreams of Happinefs, till Death awakes
us into real Mifery ?

From all this therefore it appears, that your Kind
nefs for your Children is fo far from being a good Rea-
fon why you fhould fo. carefully labour to leave them
rich, and in the Enjoyment of the State and Shew of
the World ;. that if you die in a Spirit of Piety, if you
love them as Chrift lov’d his Difaples, your Kindnefs
will oblige you to exhort them to renounce all fuch En-
joyment of Riches, as is contrary to thofe holy Tempers
and that heavenly Affection which you now find to be

the only Good and Happinefs of human Nature,

C4 C HAP,
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Hriftianity calleth all Men to a State of Self-denial
and Mortification.

I. It would be ftrange to fuppofe, that Mankind
were redeem’d by the Sufferings of the Son of Gan, to
live in Eafe and Softnefs themfelves, without any Suffer-
ing or Crofs at-all!

Are we not all to die? Does Gon then unmake and
dafh our very Form into Pieces; and can we think
that a Life of Pleafure and Self-indulgence can become
us under {uch a Sentence ?

II. If amy Man avill come after me, faith Currst,
ot bim deny bimfelf, take up-bis Crofs daily, and fol
L;"{‘\.' ME.

To fhiew that this belongs to all Chriftians, St. Luée
faith, He faid unto them All: St. Mard hath it thus;
and avhen be had call:d the People unto bimsy avith his

Difeiples-alfo, be faid wnto them.

Let us now fuppofe that Chriftian Churches are full
of fine, gay People, who {pend their Time in all the
Pleafures and Indulgences which the Spirit of the
World can invent.

Can it be {aid of fuch, that they
filues, and mi-:‘::_g up their (-:,'3;': a P\'[:ly (il(‘}’ not
with as much-regard to Tratlr be faid, to live i Sac
cloth and Ajfes? Or can they who live in-all the
Scenes of Pleafure bie faid, to be wvordizg out their Sal-
wation aith Fear and Trembling £ Niay they not &s
juftly be faid, to be walking bare-foot to Fernfulem?

III. Several Inftinces of this Self-denial and daily
Crofs, are to be feen in the folowing Words.

Ve bave beard that it batBbeer fud, an-Eye: foran
Eye, and a Tooth, for a Tosth. But ' fav unta yau, that yoe
fift mot Ewil ; bat ey qurfl [t thie s r-'yf‘--’
n the -0."'!5‘ r .-’-'.fla'-:‘: 'r.f.:'. 7 an .Jf
2wvay r»".'_f [:,:-’, Lot bim
: Ball compedl thee

are denying thems

Cheek, turn to bi
Sfue thee, at the Laww and take a
have thy Cloak f(;’.":’; : dnd it
to go with bim a Milé, go it/
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We are to deny ourfelves then in not demanding an
Eye Sfor an Eye, or a Toorh Sfor a Tooth, We are to
take up our daily Crofs, by turning our Cherk to the
smuter, and foffering fach ill Ufage as we could pre-
vent by Refiftance.

We are to deny ourfelves, in not commencing Suits
at Law, tho® in our own Defence: And to take up the
Crofs of one Injury after another, rather than reyenge
ourfelves, We are rather to expofe curfelves to the far-
ther lofs of our Cloaé .than have recourfe to Law to
recover our Coat,

The Words that deliver this Doétrine are fo plain
and exprefs, that they need no Illufration: And it is
a5 plain, that they equally belong to all Chriftians of
all ‘Ages. The Manner of our Saviour’s delivering
them, puts it out of all quefbion, that thefe were to be
the perpetual Marks of his Followers.

Ye hawe heard that it Bath been Jaid, an Eye for an
Eye, &c. Bur I Jay unta you that ye refeff nat Eay

It was niot poflible for our Lord to exprefs himfelf in
4 more authoritative Manner, or to fhew us more
Plainly, that he was here acting as the great Lawgiver
of Chriftians, and delivering perpetual Laws to all his
Difeiples, fuich as fhould conftantly diftinguifh them
from all the World, Nor is it poilible for any one to
evade the literal and open Meaning of thefe Docirines,
butby fuck a Way as muft deftroy the Senfe of any
other Part of Scriprure.

IV, If it could be fhewn that we are not obliged by
the plain and exprels Defisine of thefe Paflages, it
might as well be fhewn that the next Doétrine, But I
Jay wite yor, love your Enemies, blefi them “that e
yot, does not oblige us in the plain and literal Senfe of
the Words.

For both the Paffages are equally fupported by
the fame Authority of our Saviour, exprefs'd in the
f-illT]t’ Manner, T fay unto you. .Thefe Virtnes are like-
Wile neceflary to one another : We cannot thus love and
o g00d to our Enemy, unlefs we are thus patient un-
der Sufferings, and deny ourfelves all Inftances of An-
ger and Refentinent at them,

¥
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V. If thefe Dodtrines feem grievons, they can only
feern fo to fuch as have wrong Notions of human Life,
Too many imagine this Life to be fomething that is
fubftantial in itfelf, and valuable for its own Goods :
and look upon Religion as fomething that is added to
it, to make a worldly Life more eafy, regular and hap-
py : And {o embrace Religion with no other Spirit, nor
to any farther Degree, than as it complies with the
Eafe and Order of that Way of Life mn which they
live.
Our Saviour has fully confuted.this Opinion, by teach-
Jul. If then we
5 of Self-denial is

off at once.

For what tho® Meeknefs and Patience may make us
Sufferers ; yet if by fuch Sufferings we lofe only fuch
Things as are not needful for us, where is any Ground
for Complaint ?

VI. But farther, fuch Sufferings not only do us no
real Hurt, but they are Bleflings and Matter of folid
Joy.

.E.‘,*'.'_!{;a"(f are ye avhen Men foall yewile you and perfecute
you, and fball [ay -all manner of Ewil of you falfy for
my Sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glads for great i
your Reward in' Heawen.

Chrift does not comfort us in this, as if it were an
bard ot melancholy State, which we mufl bear, hecaufe
it is made eafier by Patience. But he looks at it in quite
another View, not. as needing Comfort, but affording
Matter of Congratula

What Chriftians then are they, who: reckon thole
Things among the Hardhips of Religion, which Chrift
reconumends to us as Reafons of reeicing, yea of being

. = 'P

VII. ‘The wholé of the Matter is this: If our Suffer-
ings, our Injuries or Hard(hips be fuch as we undergo,
becaufe we dare not depart from that Meeknefs, and
Patience, and Charity, which Chrift hath taught;
becaule we had rather love our Enemies than be reven-
ged on them; rather fuffer like Chrift, and be full of
his Spirit, than avoid Sufferings by a contrary Temper;
fuch Suflerings are our greatelt Gains

ion?

EXCCEAING plad
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Now, he thefe Sufferings what they will, if they
make us.more like Chtit, they have done more for us
than all the Profperity in the World can do. And he
that defends himielf at the Expence of any Temper,
that was the Temper of Chrift, has done himfelf an In.
Jury greater than the moft powerful of his Enemies can
bringupon him.

And all this turns on one Point, that there is byt one
Thing needful, the Salvation of our Souls. It js this
that changes the Nature of all human Things, and
makes every Thing good or evil, only fo far as it pra-
motes or hinders this one End of Life. The Salvation
of the World is the only Happinefs of the World :
And he that has fecared his Share m that, has fecured
to himfelf all the joy and Gladnef that can befal
human Natare,

A Chrittian therefore that is notcontent with Salvati.
on, that would add a worldly Joy to the great Things
of Religion, is more fenfelefs than 3 Man that would
mot be content to be faved from a Shipavreck, unlefs he
was carried off upon a Cedar Playk

VIIL. Before I proceed to other Inftances of Self-
denial, it may be proper to fhew the Reafonablenefs
of it.

Gob s Reafon :ind Wifdom itfelf,
fore as there is 2 Gon, fo fure it s that

As fure there-
a Religion from
Gon has only reafonable Commands to reafonable Crea-
tures, Gop can only will that - reafonable Creatures
fliculd be more reafonable, more perfet and like him.
felf: And confequently can enjoin no Duties or 7
pers, but fuch as have this
mands are for oyr §

m-
'I‘u:ldcncy; all his Com

-¢5, founded on the Neceflities of
var Natures, and are only [o many Inftructions to be-
fome more happy then we could be without them.

IX Now lét us apply this. If a Perfon were o
walk'upon a refs fome great River, arid he was
bid to dey ell the Pleafure of walking in §i/wer

. 2 about at the Beauty of the Waves, or
ioife 'of Sailors: If he was commiand-
{ dvantage of Fifbing by the Way,
e any Thing unreafonable in fuch Self-

.d‘

\?‘,br.u or |
iiil{‘i,]l:;i
ol tv deny |
would

#lenial 2
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Sevait is the Gate, faith our Lord, and zarrew i
the L oy that leadeth unto Life. Nowi if Chriltians are
to walk in a narrow Way that leadeth to eternal Life,
it muft be the Part of a Chriftian to deny himlfelf all
thofe Things which may {top him in, or lead hum out
of this narrow Way. And if they think that ]qea-
fing their Senfes, and usorhlly Indulgences, are confiften
with their keeping in this narrow W ay, they think as
reafonably as if the Man upon the Rope fhould thmk
that he might fafely ule Sifwer Skhoes, or dftop in his
Way to catch Fifp.

X. The plain Cafe is this: Chriftians are call'd from
State of Sin and Diforder, to a State of Holinefsand
tefemblance of the divine Nature. If therefore'there
are any Things or Ways of Life, that corrupt our
N‘ [‘u..:, fupport our Vanity, increafe the Diforder of
1s, or nourifh finful Affections ; all thefe are as
ily 10 be avoided, as it is neceflary to be holy,

If indeed (to infiance in one Point only) there are
no Indulgences in Eating, that do us harm, then per:
haps it might be faid, Fuffing is of no Ufe: But if there
are, if ...! Indulgences of this fort, inflaye the Soul,
¢ it a fenfual Tafte, then we are as much obli-
» abflain frem what does us this Harm, as we are

obliged to "J}._‘qu‘ any Thing which can do us Good.

%1I. And it is fure no Chriftian can doubt of thiss
As none that knows any Thing of the Gofpel can
doubt whether Fafting be a common Duty of Chriftianity,
{i1 our l_(uL. has I'lIJL \1 it with "nln" Alms and
Pra wut thy H,( d and wafb
iby F. CE, .'af:r; thew appear not unto Men tog J’-. Fut o
:"'.' Fother avhich is o fecret, and thy Fatber auhich

thou

1

."'.r.r‘ in f{l!:r/f’a ”!r"'f!!" !,"r(";‘ J'
" Sp that the fame Ilrﬂru(holu, and the fame Reafons
as for Abus and FJH.'.JI P;ﬁ.. that
b Jeete dic fierit, may r;u.w-{{.*:f-rr e wlyi
gl nd :er.»n:" arc the common C;U] pors
: theiras they are the Supports of a cor-
arifhiment of 2 difordered Bedy that
Soul; whofe Appetites are in a Staie

Vel sdown the
of Enmity with the Life and Party of the Soul; it 4
sicceflary that we take Care {o to fupport the Life of

the
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the Body, as not to occafion the Sicknefs and Doy
of the Soul,

The Difference between the fame Man full and fa-
ing, is often almoft he Difference of two Perfons ; a
Man that in the Morning finds himfelf fit for any Me-
ditation, is after a full’ Meal changed into another
Creature, fit only for jdle Amufements o the Yawnings
of an Animal,

He has not only created 2 Dulnefs in his Soul, hut
has perverted its Tafte - For he can be pleas’d with 2
Romance Or impertinens Hiftory, while he has no Relifh .
for a Book of Deyotion.

This fhews, that F, fing has a nearer relation to alf
religions Tempers than s generally thought ; and that
Ils the Mind, but more par

full Feeding not only dul
ticularly gives it 5 Dulnefs towards the Things of Re-
ligion,

XIII. Indeed every Indulgence of the Body in Eat.
ing and }’)rmkjr.‘:_r, is adding to its Power over the
Soul,

A Man that every Day a Day of Jull and
chearful Meals, will by Degrees make the Happinefs of
every Day depend upon it, and confider every Thing
with regard to it

He will go to Church or ftay at Home, as i fuits
with his D7y, vy and not feruple to tell you, that he
generally eats rog heartily (o B0 to Afternoon Service.

Now fuch Pegple are under 2 worle Diforder thyy,
the Fou, 76, and have thejr § ht more Perverted
than he that fees 4] Things. N

For what Difcemnment hive they, who haye more
Tafte for the Preparations of the g besty than forahe

omforts of the Houfe of Gop . w 0 chufe rather to
make themfelves ;.
the Pleafire of

1

w

¢ for divine Service,

han to baulj:

Meal?

Can they think . they have the Spitit of Chrift who

dre t}

o7 Or can i]lr_‘} Le id, to
have £ v him, who wil] not {0 much
25 forfake J wf @ Meal for the Worthip of Gonp ¢

X " 1t will be thoaehe ¢

ht
vt and Repuration: But I hope they
B il

too fevere to call

of Numbers

aufe it is the

“.‘..I GI}.{;’. o
ot I’::r,-r!g of
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111 turn their Diflike of the Name nto a Diflike of the
picking of

Thing: For ’tis as certainly Gluttony as

Pockets is ftea ding,

The Sin of (_-IL.Ltm". is the Sin of over-eating. Now
ay-be difficult to ftate exaltly n t':m'.c‘ Cafes. But
ms he eats fo much as renders him fuatfpefid

this ms

L he Lh‘lT ow

; for the publick W orfhip of Gop, has uuunnnu. .rU.nni}
himfelf, and put his own Cafe out of all qut.ﬂ:m\

Men may fancy, they only are guilty of G luttanyy

| who, eat till L]\w furftit their Bodies. I he_f may think

1t 101( only guilty of Drunkennefs, who drink dill they

e loft Unr ir Senfes.  But there j' »much furer Rule
Spirit of Gob; avhether

to go by, given them b\ the
; : & . ds all to the Gley
of Gopb. .“.1! rl:r:’ﬂru in IL,1'.1'.=1;- 1d Drinking that i
wirl 10t 0 lr- ’u'mv u. Gonb, is offer’'d to {fomething that
of Gon ; it is offer’d to the Corruptis
; of our Natures. It is the Sin of Ins
too, when indulged &
'1; Wordhip of Gon,
full Feeding 15 the
that 15 a D:\}’ of
On.

or awbai

on :-.nd .‘m.tu .fh'
PErance ; ﬁrd is Indevgtion
Time that keeps us from the publi
¥V, Indeed a cr_nlﬂc ant Courfe of
Death of the ‘:1“1_'| and every Day
fuch Happinefs, 15 a Day loft to R
When a Man }..1.: reioiced himfelf with full Eating
and Drinking, ke 1s like any other Animal, difpoled
only to Play or Lile nefr. He has no more fecling of
! Sin than !u has of H and can no mare perceie
him{elf to be a J-n Creature, than he cin
] '. perceive himfelf tc
] | For this Courfe of {endixal J‘r\ ments, 1s as wrir.n'}'
T irue Senfe of Sin, as it is contrary toa Stat tm Big-
and a M‘“ in fuch Happme
7, than he can feel mm—

and Want 3

, more feel the I;".-.U

Fin the Mife

;
-2 0 A | know fom ] l].J! Fafting is not 2
an

bm fit for fome }‘.J.l[uLLllu]’ Cafes,




39 )
irom all Food : But, fuchan Exercife of Abffinence and
Self-denial as js PTOPEr 10 every one’s particular State.

Now in this Senfe }'Jll:r!g i5 as conflant and uhives-
al 2 Daty as Repentange,

For as Repentance is an umiverfal Daty, becaufe the
Reafon of it is common to all- Men ; fo Fafting, be-
canfe Senfuality, and flefbly Lufs, is the agiverfal C
muption of all Men.

It is no Jix'd Degree sy is the common
Repentance of all Men It is no £ arm or Lempys
or Hewr of P yer, thatis the common Devotion of al]
Men. Yefare thefe . Yaut and wyigerfaf

In like manner, tho Falting |
fame Variations, yet is it a con,

Duty,

2 15 2 grave, fober Man. He i very
angry at thofe who negled Faili; - He thisks they
know nothing of Religior

But prefently after, Fuftus will tel]
ver fufks but on Gued. /7 2y, andthe 302 of Fanugyy

If Fuftus had lived before the Murder of Kiry s
Carler, he had had but one Fait in the Year, Y
i all likelihood he would then have ftood up for the
Dadiyine of !"a!isng,

If a Man was to be angry at thofe who negleét the
Service of the Charch, as People that know nothing of
Religion, and then tell you, that he himfelf peve
goes thither but on Good. ¥y and the 5
Mar, you would fay, that he knew nothing
Nature of Church Service.

Now Yuftus thews the fame Ignorance of the 3 a
ke of Fufine.

If Prayer and Repentance and the Service of tha
Church, were not cos imon Adts of Devotion i

ceflary Ways of worfhi pping Gao, they wo
neceflury on Gy iy

i

you, that he ne

A=Jridiy,
In like manner, unlefs F;:Eir.g Was 2 common anl
neceflary Part of Religion, it would neither be pecef
f¥ nor acceptable on thofe Particalar Days,
For it is not the Day that malkes the Duty to be ne
teflary.  But the Day happens to be a proper Occafion
exercifing 3 neceflary Duty,
2 XVIIL,
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YVIIL If Fuffus was to fay, that lie never repentt
%ut on thofe publick Days, he might as eafily defend
Jfelf 23 when he fays, he anly fafls at thofe Times

For. is there any Benefit in fafting at thofe Times ¥
Does it add any Thing to your Piety and Devotion ?
Does it calm your Mind and put you into a better
or Prayer, than when you take your ufual Meals?
¢ fomething of this Effeét, where is the Ule
- Time ? Andif it has this Effelt, how comes
ou will have but one or two fuch Days in
afiit your Devoii-
alim your Mind, thus raife your Heart, 'til}
on which Kimg Charles was murdered ?
be ftaying 'till then before you repent?

9}

e ft
rther, when the Difciples of our Lord coule
je evil Spirit out of a Man that was a Luna-
*t only tells them, it was for want of Faith,
Hon in thole
by Prayer

this kind _(_{:?:','.'f‘- not oty Gt

{ Fofiing. Matt Xvit. 21.
Now, does this look as if Fafting were defigned on-
- or two in the Year? Is it rank’d witlt
ly prevalent with Gop ? And 18
teach us, that we muft think of
Prayer; that it is a proper Way
g to Gon?
g and enters far-
5.4 fed with Fafting, it
v, that Falting is to. be acommon
- our Devotion.
enough, by the Blefsing of Goo, 10
caft out Devils, and cure Eunaticks ? And fhall we ne-
oleft it, when we pray inft the evil Tempers which
% our Hearts ? Shall we not then pray 10 Gon in
'!_;;[ we l‘?l.1‘1‘F
ild not this
And 1

Is it powe

p
the moft powerful prevailing Manner t

If we were to Faft without Praying, wot
of Worfhip of our own Invention ?
ing, is it not equally chufing
us the

we pray and neglect Fa
a Worthip of our own ? For he- that has taught
Ufe and Advantage of Prayer, has alfo taught usth
Pifeand Advantage of Fafting, And has likewile join'd
them together, as having the {zme Power with UOE{‘{

Andha

the
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XX, We may allo obferve, that the Reafon of Selt.
denial and Abflinence is perpetual, becaufe we are per.

petually united to a Body, that is more or lefs fit to -

Join with the Soul in A&s of Holinefs, according to the
State it is in.

It is therefore abfolutely neceft
Degree of Indalgence, every kind of Irregularity,
that may make our Bodies lefs a/7ias or lefs fit for the
Purpofe of a holy’ Li
' iftian

ry that we avoid every

no more that which paffes
ght of Men, than Chyiftian
vhich pafies for Charity in the World
vian may think hinifelf temperate, when,
he only sbtains from fuch Exceffes 4 may make him
fitter to enjoy 3 healthful 8 1fualiy.
But Chriftian Temperance i< of quite anqgther Kind.
and for other It is to keep the Body in a State
of Purity and Submi

&

flion, and to preferve in

i and heavenly Tafte,

+ It 15 out of all Qucition, that there are {fome-
e ol & Fsih thess
weites of Body fitter for Virtue thin others.

This is wy and Dyworkenie f;
difpofe Men to all forts of ¢ mg, and give them a dif
telilh for all forts of Holinefs. lor as thefe Vices
the utmoft Contrariety ion, {o every A4
toward them is, in 2 ‘certain Degree, partaki
them,

A Man_that 1i

vy T
l"n.'.-.f,‘-:'r.’ ora i’

az not to be called either a

¥ Fi
W, Mav _‘.'CL LC 19. nen

{ =

W0 partake of thole T empers which aze the
le.-‘;‘." ny and D--’-"u-n maie f5

As a Man may b
023 to be remar
blenefs, fo he i
of E-{i;:ug and Driwki

either o Glutton or Inte

20 a wile |
Abltin :

¥ 1 the §

& Body which
ted to Gop.
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SACTT, S Pan! faich, [r)ﬂrr{ff;r,'_ﬁ ylm,. #of as uncer=
tainly 3 fo fight L not as one that beateth the Air,  But
I kecp under my Body, and bring it inio St f(_-,'} Fion, leff*
that &y any Means, avhen 1 have preach'd to others, I
z:_.'}l'_/:{"_,r‘ _a’:_....‘f'.-{' r’:c a Cr-'_lr TVaY. y o Cor. 1x.

“Let it be obferv’d, that the Apoftle pradtifed this
Self-denial, not only as a'good and advifable Thing,
but as of the latt Neceflity. It was not, as he was an
50/tle, ‘and that he might be fitter for the miraculous
Gifts of the Holy Ghoft: But it was, to fecure his
Salvation, and Jeff avhen be bhad preach’d to. others, be
bimfelf be a Caflareay.
et it be confider'd, that this Apoftle, who lived ix
ies, in Reproackes, in Neceffities, in Perfecutions,
/ ¢ Chrilt’s Sake, who was alfo full of Signs
and Wonders, and mig Deeds, and who had been
eaught up into the thi Heavens 3 yet reckons all his
Virtues as infecore, and his Salyation in danger, with-
gut this conftantly continued Courfe of univerfal Self-
denial. Nay he thonaht all his Advancements in Fiéty,.

without' this, to be as vain a Labour as beating the

Air,

So run I, fays he, mot as uncertainly; by which ke
'plainly teacheth us, that he whe does not thus run,
tipually Resp the Body unders

Jfighteth to as little Purpofe as

who daes not thus <o
does yun upce Iy, ana
he that beateth the dir
An Apoftle preaching thie Gofpel with Signr and
onders, in the midft of Diftrefs and Perfecution, thought
Tis own Salvation in danger, , without this Subjettion of
his Body. And {hall we think it fafe to feed to the
Full. and indulge our Bodies in Eafe and Plenty ?
¥XXIII. There are no Truths more plainly delivered
in Scripture than thefe two, the general Corruption of
haman Nature, and'the abfelute Neceflity of Divine
Grace. Now thefe make the Neceflity of a con inual
Self denial plain and obvious to the meaneft Capacity';
and and Enjoymeiits

extend it to all thofe Thi

which either firengthen the Co i af our Nature,
or grieve the Holy Spirit of Gop, and cawfe him 14

depart: frem us,
Whagve
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Whoever refleéts on thefe, will foon be convineed,,
that all thofe Enjoyments are to be abftained from,
which either fupport our natural Corruption, or hinder
the Infpirations of the Holy Spirit.

He will find alfo, that this Self-denial muft extend
itlelf to every Day of our Lives, unlefs he can find a
Day, which offers nothing fuitable.to the Corruption
of his Nature, or nothing contrary to the good Mo-
tions of the Holy Ghott.

XXIV. Moft People acknowledge this in general ;
That we ought to avoid what I"rcngthuns our Corrupti-
ens and grieves the Spirit of Gop: But then they
think to abflain from grofs Sin is fufficient for this.

But let fuch confider, that a Drepfy or a Gangrene,
i not only increafed by Drunkennefs, but by every
little Indulgence that fuits with it,

Now the Cerruption of our Nature is an inbred D-
fiemper that poffefles us in the Manner of a Droply or
Gangrene, If we give into notorious Sins, it quite
overcomes us, and we are firaightway dead in Sin.

But tho® we keep: clear of great Offences, yet if we
indulge ourfelves in little Things that fuit with the
Lorruption of our Nature, we certamly nourith a flow
Death, and deftroy ourfelves y Degrees.

Our Self denial therefore muft be as wriver/] as the
Means of our Corruption. - It is to laft as long as our
Diforder, and to. extend, itfelf to every Thing that
might increafe it. - And. this for as plain a Reafon
3 & Men in a"Dropfy is not only to abflain from
Prunkennefs, but from every Indulgence that increafes
Lis Diforder,

XXV. Let itbe farther confider’d, that the Cop
mption of is but faintly reprefented by
tomparing it to thefe Diftempers. Far one in thele
Diftempers may I
Cﬂrrupzjcn of ¢ s 15 ab extenfive as our Na-
tures, It is the Corruption of ey ery Fac
Power. Tt is Blirlds £S5 1t is
Self-love and Perverfenels in our Wills, Intemperance
in our Appetites. . It is Anger, Luft, Pride and Re.
“venge in our Paffions ;. it is Falfenefs, Hypoenify, N
sl Hatred in ouws Hearts, Now all this, and fus

j, ¥ oY et
iNsiture

d

only fome Part affefted ; hut the

15 Lk

ulty and Every

v Malice

nmare




!
|
"
i
.
"
'
!
i E
1 \
|
!
|
' ]
1]
2y
N
:

( a4 )
more than this, makes the miferable Corruption ox
human Nature. .

So that it is a5 neceffary that our Livoe be a State of
Revimen, contrary to this Variety of Diforders, as itia
neceffary for a Man under 2 Complication of Diftem-
pers, to obferve a Consfe af Regularity.

For feeing all ill Tempers are increafed by Indul-
gence, and the more we yield to any, the ftronger it
grows, ’tis plain we muft praétife as many forts of
"Self denial as we have ill Tempers to contend with,

XXVI. When we fpeak of Self-denial, we are
confine it to Bating and Drinking; but we oug
confider, that thefe are the cafieft and fmalleft Initances
of it. Pride, Vanity, Self-love, Covetoufnefs, Envy,
and other Inclinations' of the like natare, call fora
more conftant and watchful Self denial, than the Ap-
petites of Hunger and Thirit.

Tl therefore our Self denialls as univerfal as oue
'ill we deny ourfelves all Degrees of Va-
earneftly as we deny ourfelves all
Degrees of Deunkenne: till we reject all forts of
Pride and Envy, as w alhor all kinds of Gluttony ;
till we watch and deny all irregulag Tempers, as we
avoid all forts of Senfuality, we can no more be faid
to praétife Self denial, than he cen be faid to be Juft,
who only denies himfelf the Liberty of Stealing.

And till we do thus univerfally deny ourfelves, ouz
o Lowes Mixture of 1 know not whaty

Corruption ;
nity and Folly, as

Lives will be a
[ber and  covetous, proud and devout,
1

vain, regular in our Forms of and irregular in
of Behaviour,

our Paflions, circumf{peét in Ziza!
1l te Piety
Principle of

LETpET aie al

and carelefs of Tempers the moft efie
VX V1E A little Attention te that gre:
and Religion, That Gap is our only Good, will

convince us {hll:farther of

the Necefsity of univerfal
Self denial

For what can be a greater Scif
tradiétory to all our 1 Sentiy
and govern ourlelves by a pinefs that is to be had
in Gop alone? A Happ enfes, obr
old Guides, neither {ec, nor per-
ceive: A Happinels which give

lenial, or more con-
1ts, than to live

”I
us ncither Figore,
nee
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nor Dignity, nor Fower,
another ?

Look at Man in his natural State, afling by the

among one

Judgment of his Senfes, following the Motions of his

Natore; and you will fee him ating as if the World
was full of infinite forts of Ha

inefs.

He has not only a thoufand imaginary Pleafures,
but has found out as many Vexations; all which. fliew,
that ke thinks Happinefs is every where to be found.
For no one is vex’d at any Thing, unlefs he thinks he
15 difappointed of fome pofsible Happine

A Happinels therefore in Gon alone, the greateft
€ontradittion to all our natural Tempers. Not only
as it propofes a Good which our Senfes cannot relill,
bat as it leads us from all thofe imaginary Enjoyments
on which our Senfes have fixd our Hearts.

XXVIII. If then we think of Religion, without Self-
denial, we know nothing atall of it. For its whole
Nature 13,. To direft us b_y a Light and Knowledge and
Wifdom from Gop, which is all contrary to the Dark-
nefs, Tenorance and Folly of our Natures.

It is therefore altogether impofible for any Man te
enter into the Spirit of Religion, but by denying hims
felf; by being divefted of all his natura/ Tempers and
Judgments, which have been formed by the blind Mo-
tions of Flefh and Blood, and ftrengthen’d by the Ex-
ample and Authority of the World. He cannot walk
i the Light of Gop, unlefs he rejelt the Dreams of
his Senfes, and the Daytnefs of worldly Wifdom.

We may let our Senfes tell us, what we are to E.
and Driné, or when we are to Sleep. We may let
them teach us, how near we may draw to a Fire, how
greata Burden we may carry, or into how deep a /¥ a-
fr we may go, In thefe Things they are our propes
LJLJIK"[L‘:',

But if we appeal to them to know the sme Good
of Man, or the proper Happinefs of. our rational Na
tire; if we ask them what Guil¢ there is in Sin, or
what Excellrnce there is in Piety ; if we confult them
23 Guides in thefe Mattersy we att full as abfurdly as
if we were to try to bear with our Ejyer, orto fee with
eur Lary. ;

XXIX,
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XXIX. While we forget this, all our Ju

Things are corrupted by the Grofinefs and Errors of
our Senfes.

r "nnrr in the fame Manner as the
[t 1s m' our Senfes
we think we a& with

We judge of ever
Ch "\dgcs of His
alone we p:m the Judg
"1'lr 1"\) 7/ q;uf

The World is made up
and Pageantry, which pleafe and
of Men, becaufe Men have flil]
and are juft the fame Slaves to thei
dren are.

As Children and Men {ee the
fo Children and Me; l the ! |
and are affected with external Objefls in the (ame
Manner.

But the Misfortune is, that we |
Pleafures, poor Defigns, and #r, I3
dren; \r.fll]t at the fame time the #
of Mén, is \'muI} taken up w 1LJ': the /

Coach and Six a ; i
a great Statefinan as happy, as ever a (.J cart and I' -
thber made a Child,

Afk a Child, What he thinks he would do wi
great Sum of Money? Why, he would buy wwenty
dttle Horfes, he would have tw enty fiue Coats, fee all
finie S .w"“r and the hke,

:\0“« FTUT‘nJL buta Man a great Eftate, and vou will
raife all thefe {ame Hlou ghts ‘md Defigns in hi Vind.

And whence is but from hence, that Men ad
with the fame Pa of Mind, are under the {ame fuor

lance of their Senfes, are as ignorant of thew fue
5, as great Strangers to their own Nature, and
as far from a true Senfe of thewr Relation to Gop, 28
when they firft fet out in Life, !

And is not this a plain Reafon for Self-deni jal? For
to indulge ourfelves in our matural Tempers, is 10 grow
old in the Fellies of Childbood.

XXX, Let us take another View of the Diforder of
ur Nature, that we may fee a fill greater Necefiity of
not w -']]1!'1"' ACCOor( l‘Il" to it.

When we (ee lwpu drunk, or in a vielent Paflion,

we

-
Sports, Shew
ate the Minds
iz of Children,
s that Chil-
I-

i

ime Ca/l
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we own they are fo long in a State of Delufion, think-
g, faying, apd doing’ irregylar Things, by the mere
Force of their Blood. angd opirits.  Here we all fee the
Power of our Bodies over oyur Reafon : never fup-
polea Man capable of judgin v, fo long
. ou, or heated by Dy

ging or acting wife]
as he is under theViolence of Puy

Now this is more or lefs the conitant, 2/ State
of all Mankind ; who are by bodily [mpreflions, and
the Agitations of the Blood and Spirits, in the {ame
kind of D. dufion, as Men tha
tho' not always in the fa;

Sometimes the Diforde;

3

iclent than at others
But it never ceafes. Men are always in fome Ps/lon ar
other; and this, even when it is not to that Degree, as
to be #ifible 2nd 1o give Offence to others, yet-vecafions
the fame Weaknefs of Mind, the {ame diforder'd Ima.
gination, and the fame wr ng Apprehenfion of the Na-
ture of Things

A flent Epay, a forrt Panity, which no Body fees,
raifes Thoughts in our Mind, and diforders oyr Judg-
ents in the fame manner as more @i

tent Pafsions.

‘ou may increafe
Dh{mcncn, as
be fure, it d
gree, ]01'.-_,:
fore, while

f #uy, till it end in
pens.  Bur then you may
derftanding in fome De.

-.I

=

duels.  All Men there-

e, refemble thofe w
having {om
nd difo

Hamed Blood
aTurn of

Now th
relpect o
them, nnd
ner that Dyiy

All People are no:
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Flabit that affects the Mind in the fame Manner as In
3

.:|:1'r\t‘r.".1‘ll £ : ' .
Some Pmt {e have indulg'd themfelves o long in

bt.]Lra in Pl 1

y, others in Sports of the Field,
others only in litle goffiping Stories, thutflt‘ are as much
Slaves to thefe, as the intemperate M an to Lu; 10r.

Now we readily own, that a Man who has enflaved
himfelf to Drinking, ]lﬂa thereby render’ d himfelf in-
capable of being a rea able Fudge of other Happinefs;
but then we do not eﬂ:mﬂn confider, tt are hurt
in the fame Manner by any Thing elle th 5 taken
hold of us, and given us a Temper and Turn of Mind
peculiar to it.

It is to as little Par pnf” to talk 1e Happinefs of
Religion, to one that is fond of ¢fi, or Play or
Sports, as to a Drunkard ; for the Plealures of thefe
[...mv ar kinds, make 11=m as deaf to .'.il other Pro-
pofals of Happinefs, and as 1 ble of judging of
them.

A Lady abominates a
only the Huapc of a Man: does not co-
fider, that 1‘L haps, drunken as he is, he can be moré

content with the want of 1 iguor, than fhe can with the
want of fine Cloaths. '\m. if this bé her Cafe, fhe m‘.[y
differs f ate Man difers from

t

t then

another
Thus it wi u\.w‘ we confider the Nature
Circumitances or ts of Drunkennefs, that all Mans

are more or lefs in th- fame State of Weakne

s the abfolute Ne Lf-,-i:". aof deiiying
nat .r1'. 'i r'mE. Fs "r'ul I ons, and giving
p without Referve to the Lig W ifdom
of Gop ; fince by our natural Cerrupti
I we are always under the
and fince all our Inclu
he Judgments of heated |
srder’d Pafsions.
r ome fees P‘O]'-1€‘ in th
‘ }‘--l\ll' of fober ,L.'t]
becaule he fees they are full of

-~ whom
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blinded with Prejudices, violent in their Pafiions, wild
.md extravagant in their Ima ginations.

Now when we fee thefe, we fhould reflect that we fee
ourfth for we as certy tinly {ec a true Reprefintation
of curfelves, when we look at fuch People, as we fee
te, when we fee a Man in

a4 true Pifture of our Sta
the Agonies of Death.
You are not ajixg as this Man is; but f6ll he fhews
you your own srue Picfure. He fhews you that your
Life 15 in the midft of Death. that you “uc in you
thr Seeds of Sicknefs and Mor tality, and that you are
ce from thofe who are

only at a [fiiele wncertain Difi
lying upon their lat Beds.

In like manner, you are not, it may be, in the
fime Height of Pafli ion liut another Man 1s.  You are
i fome uncertain Dift iflance from his State, Bur if you
fancy you are not LO]"LI'VGJ with Selflove, not weak-
en'c Iw Prejidices, not vain in your Imaginations, net
diford lered

in }our Tempers, becaufe you are not in
that Ex/ ity of Diforder w hemm fome other P cople
are; you think as abjurdly, as if you im agined \oun
felf to be immortal, Lu.u.utn you are not in the Lyouies
of Dw’h

When therefore you fee the Violence of other Mens
Pafiions, the Folly of their I Lempers, and Vanity of
their Mu ds; remember that you fee fo ma ny plain
Reafons for denying yourfelf, and refif fline your own
Nature, which Jnta in it the Seeds of all the fame

evi I{I]]PL",

XXXII. From' all this we may learn, (as was oh.-
ferv'd above) .nLt Abftinence 2 to Eatine and: Drinle
"‘n i but a {mall Part of L hri 1h.m Self: ]Hn:s]; It {w
171’ full as da angerous to ind ulge any evil

)Ium i Gluttony and ]m"np Tance.

You k.m\ it fhameful to be an E
fond of \nu are very right
ceed and think it as
fond n," I 3
of D
mr:nI.t i
lite, .u'n

4 “\L Blood

fhameful o be
, Or to be fond

Blood 1

]u.""IL"_{ with £




of our Naturg
fee the Ne-
])\ I'.{‘Cf.l] "
o that our
1t 15 Dark-

15 O s
as grol

1L[<m the W efs and Corruption
fe fo *‘1' "‘-‘ as we {i
g ourfelv

if we were wife and goo
e 15 in diforder,
X dom Foolifhn
,‘mL': blind as our "1}1"\»' ; i s COvern
5 as they govern Children ; that our Hearts are taken
i,_;\ with Gea s and Trifles ; that the State of our
Souls is a State of Error and Delufion, like that of
Dirunkenn I
If we fee ourfelves in i'h;a true Light, we fhall feg
great Re afon of Chriftian Self-denial, of renoon-
our whole Selves, t]nL we may fee all Thingsin
; that our Hearts may be moved by a I\J.J\l--u
from him, and our Wills and Inclinations wholly di

refted by the 1 ight and Wifdom of his Spirit.

whole INatu

on.

IV.

. ~ ’ ~ !
ine Grace, anotper t-ar.‘r'J'iJ

other great Doflrine of our Re-
\u yaf DivingMaracei

The inyifible Oper
ly Spirit, by which we are @
'r.i-" is zood, and made able to perform it, 154
eilfed Dottrine of Chriftianity.

Qur natural Life i rrJLn d I*v frn“r' lenn f-hh
Gop, who isthe I'R.fl'.ll\.xll!
+o which Union we are al ::i‘u'_z:r Stra
we are alive, as we find that we
vhat Influence fromi Gon our Life s ﬁlr”ﬂ!“’d
t into avhich we cannog enter. It th (ame

p! ALEC) ‘,_u-

,r\'.\'.'slt.f- -.!mt
con-

'.\"c i

lut how
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hihg with relation to our {piricual Life, or Life c
Grace; it arifes from {fome Gop,
of divine Influence, which in not
cumpnhuul Our

£5¢ 5 not becaufe
the Wildom of Gop
peeflent it to our
lnfiuencer

ing upon
are true ]"\' entations of t} r f 'O
becanfe ~I(} are the refl R }rg fentations

yet fail within onr }~

l[! IJ!.

know, and

_-,-.r.ﬂ neceflary for us to

{#), John i5, 3,
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is the abfilute Neceffity of this divine

ired Peg-

1 to confider thofe only as #
ho are called by Gon to fome exir
In this Sen 1c ll;cu ave been but few 1

y
i'd

’\1‘ ix (},I[ﬂ‘-
: of Gonp's lImv "\pl-
L-',L and Pri ve of all ‘_.m.h.nu,

in this Se

3 'll ir .1[1( n, th U. .m_ AJ]I -"l‘}"!'" d n_,u‘pr_r_

Kuoav ye o Boay is the Temple
ef the Holy Fohn likewife,
Hereby b by .-‘.J}r' Spivity
hi : e fed r']__l' the

thefe, and many other l'
undeniably }L.' that the Life which we now live,
a Life 1n and by the "'Q}".h'it of Gon; and that they
3 only Sons of Gop, who are led b i
Now this Dotirine P.i:]]ll)‘ P the B
conftant Self-denial; for it muft be nece that we
deny ourfelves all thofe Tempers -'ud Ways of Life,
which may make Gop a 5 Grace from us

hei st

lity of a
)

and likewife all thofe E '|I[”~'.‘.DC<.‘~
whi ke us fefs to. improve
with ine Griace

and co Opcrate
that are communicated to us,

1V. And feeing we are none of Chrilt's, if the Spirit
of Lhr: % be not in us; feeing we are only fo far Chiis
i as we aye renew’d by the Holy Gl |mf| ing
than t W '." La(d | fider all our
Sy Defigr ays of JJ(L.,
vith 511:: Widom and

['his Dofiring
View, and may

everal Traths, which we fhould otiwer-

I'.}"i"]'(.‘fll'.'lll.

left to confider our Duty with rele-
Commandments of G o o, therearé
ife, which we think ourfelvesat libers
ife they feem to be no plain Breach
ol

{a) Rom, viii. 11.
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of any -exprefs Commandment. But we are to lool2
to a farther Rule, and to confider our Pleafures and
Cares, our Defigns and Endeavours, not only whether
they are contrary to the Letter of the Law, but whe-
ther they are according to the Spirit of Gon; forif
they are contrary to the Spirit of Gop, they are ag
truly to be avoided, as if they were contrary to fome
exprels Commandment. For we are affur’d by Scrip-
ture, that they only are the Sons of Gop. avba” aré
ded by the Spirit of Gop ; and none can be {

faid to be
led by the Spirit of Gon, but they jvhofe Lives
according to it, whofe' Actions, Cares, and Pleafiire S
Hopes and Tears, are fuch as may bz {3id to be gui-
ded by the Motions of the Holy Ghoft,

V. We are therefore to confider ourfelves a5 in pir'd
Perfons, that have no Knowledge or Wifdom, but what
comes from Gop; and this Wifdom will no longer
dwell with us, than we aét and condu@ ourfelves con-
formably thereto. So that we muft not vainly deceive
ourfelves in faying, where is the Harm of fuch Frde/-
gowees, or fuch Panities and idle Awufoments 8 But muit
confider, whether they are fuch are conformable to
a Life that is to be direfted by the Holy Ghoff. In
this Manner muft we examine all our Ways of Life,
as well our Car s our Pleafures.  For unreafonable
Cares, and unre > equally con
trary to the W 3 it, and equally
feparate us from him. eople often think their De-
figns ind Diverfions innocent, becaufe they are not
Jinful in their Nature.. Bu they Ifc
whether they are not :
10 the Condition of a Ch
and rm.:{\, and trifiing Dy figne, 1
the -"-\p'r:.-‘ af Gop
iﬂg the Conmmandm
of our Ations b
that Spirit, by which we are to be
15 Diverfton
itit of Gop? Am 1

confiders

conndery

- = 7
\dk sen fieita bl

no more

than a Life of grofs Sins
So t}

at the fafelt Rule to ‘!.l‘.n'i' =

to canfider them with relation to

Defign or ¢

the fecret Infpiration of the

1

governed by a W
fuch as I can trol

tom from

A
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Spirit of Goo? Do 1 allow myfelf in them, becaufe
thev ferve to fet forth the Glory of Gon? Are they
eood Proofs that the Spirit of Gop dwelleth in me;
and that by -thus fowing to the Spirit, I fhall of the
Spirit reap everlafting Life # This is the Rule by which
Chriftians are to regulate their Thoughts, Words, and
Aétions ; for we are called by Gob to a&t by the Mo-
tions of his Holy Spirit,. and to make no other Ufe of
ourfclves, or the World we are in, than fuch as &
conformable to that Dignity of Life and State of Glo-
ry to which we are called. The Spirit of our Religi-
on is to be the Spirit of our Lives, the conftant Principle
of all our Tempers and Inclinations, which is to rendex
us reafonable, and wife and holy in all our Progrels
thro’ the Waorld.

VI. The Remeaval of our Hearts by the Spirit of Gon
fills our Minds with great and fublime Truths, and
gives us Defires and Inclinations, Hopes and Fears,
Cares and Pleafures fuitable to them.

This is being dorn of the Spirit : Hence appears a
plain Reafon of an wniverfal Self-denial ;. becaufe the
Spirit of the World and the Spirit of our corrupt
Hearts, is in a State of Contrariety to this Spirit and
Wildom which is from above. And it is the Bufinefs
of our Lives, to contradict thofe Motions of our Hearts,
and thofe Tempers of the World, that are coutrany
to this Spirit, which is the Principle of ournew Lie
in Chrift,

VII. 'Tis acknowledg'd. by all, that a Life of Ji
tamperance and-Debauchery, makes us dead and fenfelels
of Religion: But then it is not enough cenfidered that
the Panity of the Mind, an Underftanding bufied in
Trifles, an impertinent Courfe of Life, will as certainly
produce the fame Effesd. 1f our Underftanding is full
of foolilh Imaginations, if we are devoted to Trifles,
Religion can gain no Eatrance. A Man may be fo
earneftin picking Straavs, as to have no Leifure tothink
of his Salvation; nor any more Inclination to it, than
one that is conftantly in Drint.

Thus poor dmufements, vain A, ufelels Scionesy
impertinent. Leara Satisfaition, & Wrong Tum
of Mind,. 2 State of Lifensfs, or any the vaineft "L'.jr-'ﬂf
[+

g
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of Life, may keep Men at as great a Diftance from
true Religion, as the D

wcheries of Intemperance,
VHE Trrivs is temperate and regular: But then
he is {o great a Muthematiciar, that he does not know
when Sunday comes: He fees People going to Church
as he fees others going to Maréer; he goes on ftudy-
ing, mealuring, and caleulating,” and may as well be
call'd & Merchans L Chriftian.

All Doétrines of Religion are difagreeable to Phiro -
he avoids them as he avoids Party: Now what's the
Reafon of it # It is not becauife he is dedauch’d and ;
femperate, But he is a Pireuafs, devoted to polite
eratare. - His Soul is extended to- all the Cur
the World, and thinks all Tine to be loft tha

-

e 1

t is not

fpent in the Search of S$ial, Urns. Iuferiptions, and

broken Pieces of Passements. This makes the Conc
of Eternity feem fmall Things in his Eyes, fit onl)
the Enquiry of narroaw, little, and ungolite Souls,

Eusesrus would read Prayers jnvics a Day in his
Parifz; he would be often with the Poor, and Sick,
and fpend much Time in charitable Vifits ; he would
be wholly taken up with the Care of Souls, but thas
heis bufy in ftudying the o/d Grammarians, and would
fain reconcile fome Differences among(t them before he
dies,

IX. Lycia might be pious; but that {he is too
#li; gay, and chearful, to admit of Care of any kind
Shie can no more repent, than fhe can be our of Tem-
por, and muft be the fame fparkiing, chearful Creature
i the Church, as in the Play-heufe.  She might be
capable of underftanding the Mifery of human Nature,
and the Neceflity of the Comforts of Rel;
that fhe is fo happy every time fhe isydre/i'd.

Marroxa is old,-and has ‘been thefe Sy Years
tating. and drinking, fleeping and waking, drefling
and undrefling, paying J
10 Prophanene(s ;- and, if the has no Piety, it is ow-
ing to this, that fhe never had 2 Spare Half to
think about it. She envies her Daughters, becaufe
they will drefi and wifit when the is dead.

‘Punrivs goes to Church {fometimes, and
Scriptuce s but he knows not what he reads o

101°;  but

: g 3
and receiving ;:J‘:r',r. She '}

.




his Head is fo- full ut' Politicks. He is {o angry 2%
Kings and Minifters of State, that he has no T
)11pn:mnn to call 111 nfelf to Account. h
Hiftory of all Parliaments, Eleétions, Pre
Impeachments, and dies with little or no R
a conllant Fear of Popery

‘:wt:.‘" s has been all his Life-long J«
i, making Canals and Ditc s
and F-h.r PLO]‘]L’ call him a good ?Lleln L\u.:u ¢ he
employs the Poor : Sicens mmht have been a refigions
Man, but that he thought f.u..fmm was the chief Ha p-
pinefs of a rational Creature. Heis all the Week -
‘.:mre'c'.ﬂ Dirt and Mertar, and ﬂ;i'\'s at home on Sux-
davs to view his Contrivances. He will die more con-
tentedly, if his Death does not happen, whilit {fome
Wall is in building,

X. I have mention’d thefe feveral Charafers to
fhiew that it is not only Prophanene/s, Debauchery, and
; Fices, that. keep Men from the I'n prefsions of

of Llf

true ]{ill"fjﬂ‘ but that the mere Play-thing
impertinent 8zudies, vain Amufements, falle Sa
idle Difpofiti will pr oduce the fame Effect.- A wWrong
Turn of Mind, impertinent Cares, a Succefsion of the
tooreft Trifles, if they take up our Thoughts, -leave na
more room for true Piety than grofs "mniuihtv
= XI. We fee even in worldly Matters, that if we
propofe any Thing to.a Man, when he is in the Purs
fuit of {fomething elfe, he hardly hears or underftands
we muft ftay for a Seafon of more Leifure and In-
difference, till his Thoughts and Pafsions are at reft.
Now tin. holds much tronger in Matters of Religi«
on. Its Doflrines are meither heard nor u'u]:_hlunnﬂ,
becaufe it always finds us in the Purfuit of famething
o/fe. It matters not what this fomething ¢lfe is; the Mind
15 equally t_‘]'.l'lp!{‘\"L\.]. wrong, “and.fo not in a Lwdj[m_.)
to like, or at leifure to liften to any other Happinefs.
If you were to propofe the h..m Truths to a Man in
another State, when Weari or Dilappointment has
made him give up all Del when Sicknefs or the
A]‘pm 1ch of Death fhews him that he muftaé e ) longer
in ehem, they would have quite another Effect upon him;
then the great Things of Religion appear great indeeds

=
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He fiels their whole Weight, and is amaz'd he did nos
fee them always in the {ame Manner. Now it is the
great End and den of Se/f-denial to put a Stop to
the Follies of Life, tl!‘LL our -Souls may quietly canfi-
der, and fully comprchend the Truths which come
from Gop ; that our Hearts, being at liberty from a
Croud of foolith Thoughts, may be ready to obey and
o operate with the ’,«“-' s of that Spirit, which
iSto lead and quicken us in all Holinefs ; that Deazh
and Fudenernr, Hean
Imprefsions upon our E\f.m.; in the Middle of our Lives,
as ar our laft Ilour ; that we may be as wile and pru-

dent as ind dyizg Men, and live with fuch xp}"
s moft Pcop e die with ; that we may (&
\..'miy of the World, the JU]]AE]}‘ of Sin, the €
nelsof Eternity, and the Want of Gop, '
who ftand upon the Brink of another World.
XIL. This is the great and happy Work of Self-
denial, to awaken us into a true Knowledee of our-
felves, s who, and where, and what we are.
Till t]"t n nur Life is but a Slep, a Drfm, a mere
Succefsion of S} ,w-' ; and we att with as little Rea-
fon as a L.m:dL at is pleafed with bloy ﬂl.on: a
Feather, \"1'1' mufl tww“hrn not onl ¥ OUr v
Inclinations, but alio aH our Fo
and vain Satisfallions: For, as plain and
den an Jlm.mp { Tmpe- tinences and vai n :

delude and blind our Hearts, T
ble of our real
X{I!. We :
G'—‘J i
the Spirit of HL !
feated in our Hearts, it

and Hel/, may 11:.1~L‘ as deep

den

Y, Or.lrue
Me lTh— rs ul'

tions ; when we :uL wilt
Sobri

Pun I]

r” our lirl

and humble | by its Hum
all'our Thou
and Fears:
eek and a avoid, mourn
f Gop. .-";‘WLI this i': tite
our Hearts, to give us :
- Tadrment, l(_n‘I‘(l', iy
y new Delires, and new Hopes and Fears.

are born
S & it
e Holy

REJ ith
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(
fo far as we nourifh any fool
Vanity of Mind or Corruption of
ces of Gop's Holy §
to relifh and improve his fecrét Z/pira

il]l.ili,["';_P any
fo far we re-
:lm]. I':‘!:L]L'f' Olr-

XIV. Chriftians are therefore not only to conf
themfelves, as Men that are to aft by a Principle of
R ; fpiritual Beings who l‘:n'c 3 higher
in them, and are to live by the
\}“lh of \:0 ).

5 of the

5 IE lllll bl "1{“ W s‘”L cy ry L
ed to l}rcl‘g';;t-. Or 1M Prove [
ht to pra¢ ery T
preferve their Union witl
a M: in without Reafon has bu
foa riftian~ without the
Form of a Chriftian. Here therefor
our Care, and Concern, that w
drances of divine Grace ;

al in all our Way

empers that may lefle
\A>0OD,

XV. Some Perfons will perhap
.»“en they find that it hurts their £y
.-D, z and A ger if it ends in
L\'.JL they \\Gud do well to' confider tha
pers are to be abftain’d from, upon much greater Ae-
counts, Paflion may diforder our Bodies, walte aur
Spirits id leave Pains in our He
LIC.!’U M"rL_ of 1 njur" in our bette
us into a State of Madnefs, and Aa
rit of Peace, and (_n,,ll]uu and
Suggeltions of the Spirit of Darknefs.
J".uru_ our Eyes, but it much more hurts our
as it finks them mto a State of Gloom and Darknels
uh;d\ expels and guenches the Spirit 0 f Gop; for Lignt
may Il unite with Darknefs, as the Spirit of LoD
dwell wn"‘ the gloomy Dulnefs and Horror of ftupid
Grief. hat I have obferved of thefestwo Pafsions,

sught to be concluded of every other P« | Tem-
per 5 weare to confider it as ii}l;.".’_r with, or refifls that
new

ks

/s 5 but it leaves
Parts, as it throws
5. the Holy Spi-
pares us for the
Grief miy
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mew Spirit, by whofe haly Motions we are to be pre-

ferv'd in a State of Hnln cfs
XVI. Now feein
of Rehg:’on; we muft £
Spirit, every unmrea
in the Seat of Lift
pal Part, .
If5 obedrent to the M
muflt labour after a
Thankfulnefs, free frum the 1-:;.”' idle
Fl‘.‘.!’i, ar 4] our Souls ]];_4.\1 be dif-
pofed to rejoice in the Comf lorts, and advance in the

Graces of the Holy Ghott.
XV [I And with what Care and Eva We are
s to conduct ourfelves, is fully fet forth in

and m

Ii\:r‘

|."., and

u! falfe An

= :
Pt Cammunication

D ¥ =
& oo 1o £

aAce unte the
z_'f‘(}OD,
mption, (a) That
meant by corrupt
out that ch ir
Grace

Fre-

ot J.‘,L mift l|.(‘ m.
rllc nn,.tnr

.‘afu.[!
poltle
it bc c:h!zr'.". \}1. the

IAI- Lll-l[) L\J‘-‘r \Ji- L.‘_ ;
and 1!'1‘.5'L'!‘|III‘L"‘IT: bat
i e, that we mav

on i\n_'-
caufe it is ifel
of the utmoft (¢ ..ri]ucn: e, v B
t5e Holy § pirit of Goi Ithis fhews us that
Hians are to govern rll-rf_-\.“» by no lefs a Rul
2 Cinforamiry U[En Spirit of Gobp ; that we a
Iy to deny « es vain and foolifh Afions,
idle and e ) irfe, and conduft o
mall our Behay 1 fuch a Spirit of V
and Purity as t doly Ghoft 4

dwell in

a Reafon

er-::' d S5 or at i :
B always an:dl conftantly d; ofing us te
"J,-. Adtions fuitable to it.
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XVIIT, A Man may be faid to ]"’u._ Q‘ e Repapd
i

lar a L Places of div i ne W /or:

ion, who 1s e,

2:-'p1!'1l in every Pa: e
i and breathes
according o i its
mu‘tcnt u" et
them,

fin ;1.1‘.11 Dulne

; but yet
oIf unto Pees
: will fay
to make

dal J‘J.',.;_In

en we are out of thofe Place:
I don’t fay prond or cf
if our A&ions are'{
1d impertinent, our Tempers

a reflipions Spiril
ful 8 pirit, bes
or .t”..-.“

e live by it ; till it
Words and .-'\\:.'il'll‘.i;
its uppermoit on
aoVEerns our anus
is the religi*
ni?. .'Jl-ti €l=
‘emper of i
D i|', every Place; who i
; 1,--1-|_*:_-|1-.l-:1r'1 empers, .'J.",I]I vain Ir;m-
e as at another; who is as wile
or il‘- the Field, as in the # .'r_r'E

morc ol

2eligion has ot s
it ought to h\‘ hag
in all

ICCOTHNE A5

le t
EE'_’_ILL"ll'.C to {ucl

or common | empery

Flaees, but

and converf
the covet
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i
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the Ambitious, the Vain and ScIf'ccnref:eJ, have ezch
" of them their Proper Language fuitable ¢ their Spirit

and Temper; they are the Seme Perfons i all Places,
and always talk like themfelves, [f thercfore we could
meet with Perfops of 3 truly religious Spirit, we fhould
find them like Men of other Tempers, the fame Per-
fons in «J/ Places, and always talking a;d acting like
themielves. We thould find them !iring by one Tem.
per, and converfing with Men with the fame Spirit
that they converfe with Goo ; not one Thing in ope
Place, and another in another; not formal and grave at
a4 Funeral, and mad and frantic at a F,-.-y.’; not liften-
ing to Wifdom at Chureh, and dc]ighting in Folly ar
Home ; not angry with one foolifh Thing, ‘and a5 much
pleas’d at another; buot fteady and uniferm in the fame
‘wife and religious Temper.

XXI. Farther, as we are not of a relieiog; ¢ pirit,
Bllit is the Spirit of our Life, and orders al| our Con-
Verfation ; fo it is carefully to be obferv'd, that if oup
Converfation is vain and foolifh, it keeps us in a State
incapable of Religion, by gricving the Holy §piris. And
45 we can do nothing without the Spirit of Gop, as
Heis our Breath, our Lify, our Light, and oup Strengehy
b, if we live in fuch a Way as 8ricves and resmpeer
this Holy Spirit from U5, We are as Branches that are
broke off from the Tree, and muft perith in the Dead.
nels and Corruption of our Nature. [Let this there-

fe teach us to judge rightly of the § and Dangey
" wais, .mm{:j_‘},-—':.g and corrupe l.':}mmunsca:.?on_: It is
ot the Sin of f.."/e-:n]} or J ".vg/.{-q','z:(r' only ; it is yot
& pardonab/, I, it s not g little I, in
Spiritual Wifdom ; but it 15 a Sin that ftands between
and the Tree of Life 5 that oppofes our whole Hap-
pinefs, as grieves and Jeparates the Holy Spirit from
8.5 Let this alfo teach fome !’mpft the Reafon why
ey are {o e, a’azldl_/!»-.f;-.r‘.;_f?- of Rr}igim : 'I"Iicy are not
Biilty of oo Sins; they have an Averfion (o Chee.
g and F fenefs 5 but as the tame Time have no R0
‘W]Jilg or Senfe of Religion than mere Riprobates. Now
tBe Reafon of it is chis; they live in fach an Zupers,
e of Converfarion - their Communication §s o con
tly Upan /iy and wain Subjedts; and they are (o

F foad

e
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with fuch a Mafler.  This onght carefully to be cone
fider'd by all Chriftians, as a m]gmy Encouragement ta
an exalt Striftnels of Behaviour; that as a )'un Con-
verfation intitles us to a Reward for other Peoples Vi
tues ; fo an ewi! Communication makes us liable to a
Punifhment for other' Mens Sins. For we can neithee
live well nor ill to ourfelves alone ; but muft of necefs
fity do either Good or Harmn to others by our mannep
of Converfation. 'I'hi‘ is one great Reafon why a vajn
corrupt Communication does {o griewve the Ilnl) Spirit 3
becaufe it 15 {o infefting an Evil, and does fo corrupt
the Manners of thofe we converle with.

_;-.-'}W 4 ’ M

T LRI, e 1-, METE

G5 AR UV

Fra‘r’:‘, obliveth all Chrs
Purity and Holinifs of Convert
u the great IJ..,'rm and Tfiety

4 e Grrace s
Exadinels of Life
on, I come now to 1‘}1‘1:-: farther to
le L*:.ncn of it: Let no ¢ orript Cs

oty ﬂf'm!n bur that avbech is gdﬂd
. that it may » - Grace 16 108
ers, and gricoe not the Holy Spirit of Gov, aberdy
 fealed to the D.--_'. of Rede mption. Now if we are
no corrupt Communication proceed out of odr
ith, that we ay not grieve b b pirit of Gop
then it follows that we are to deny ourfelvesthe Entertains
ment of : imprtinent, and unedifying Books
For if 1 and idle Words are not to proce ed out of
we muft bé under the famg l\n.u,ﬂjl}r of
'um come into our HC"m

5 there faid to bC soﬁr..jr tilﬂ(dﬂﬂ
Aer Grace to the Hearers ; {o muft we
look
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Iook upon: all thofe Books as corrupt,. which dé not
ofify. and minifler Grace to the Readers. Now this
Book-entertainment is as certainly. forbidden by the
Apoftle, as Cheating is forbidden by the eights Gom.
mandment :* For if I am nox to fay foolith and imperti-
nent Things mylelf, becaufe fuch a. Communication
gricoes the Holy Spirit of Gob ; I am as certainly, for-

bid the Reading the corrupt and:impertinent Sayings of

gther People.

The Books which moftly corrupt our Hearts, and
fill'us with a Spirit of Folly,. are fuch as almoft all the
World: allow themfelves to read ;. I mean Books of /¥is
and Hymoury Romances, Plays, and other Productions

' of the Pocts, Thus a grave Orthoder 0ld Gentleman,

if he hears that his Neice is very good, and delights
in reading, will fill her Clofetr with Volumes of Plays,
and Poems on feveral Occafions, on purpofe to encou-
rage her to fpend her Time well. There is not per
haps a more furprifing Infatuation in the Conduét of
€hriftians, than this.

HL Thereis a proper Time for every Thing thas
iblawful to be done : Now, can you tell when it 15 pro-
per for a Chriftian to meditate upon thefe Books ?

There is 2 Time vwhen our Hearts are more than
ordinarily raifed. towards Gob ; when we feel the Joys
and Comforts of Religion, and enjoy a Peace that pai-
fes all Underftanding, Now I fuppofe Reafon will not
allot this Time for the Diverfion of fuch Books.

There is a Time, when either thro® the Negle®t of
Duty, Remorfe of Mind, . worldly: Viexations, bodily,

empers,. or-the Abfence of Gon’s Spirit, we fink in-
0 Dejeftion. and Dulnefs,  grow burthenfome to our-
felves, and can h dly think of any Thing with Satis-
faftion.. Now if Reafon is to | , this is of all Times
the moftimproper for fuch En '
¥ any Time more proper than
Gon, , 'tis when we are in Hre

When we are fict i i
when we are-auie #iy it 15
there is the. fame Fitnes in having
and Religion, when we are. under
Mind. For it is not more the fole
#0-difpel Darknefs, than it is
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hoion to relieve all Uneafinels. T any-one affiidfed,
s the '\}lﬂi“;. let .-"Jw eray., Now thh we are: toy
look upon, netgnlyas a \\ ife Advice of fomething that
is very vood to be dene; bat as a ftridt Command that

: in the ftead of it,

It is biolute a Co: d as'if he had faid, Hazh
edy et bim repe For an -‘\}“‘]"("l'im‘.l to
Gon is as much the one Thing to be done in the Hour
rouble, as Repentance 1s the one I].lﬂ" to be
done in Time of Sin.

IV. Yeu feem to make Times of Dglnefs the Oc-
cafion of reading thofe Books, by faying that you onlyp
vead them to diwers your Spirits. But thar which you
take to be a Reafon for reading, them, is a ftrong Ob-
jeftion againftit. For it is never fo improper to reads
e Books, as when u want to have your Spirits
d, or your Mind made eafy to itfelf, For itisthe
et Abufe you can put upon yourfelf, to look for
Eafe and Quiet in any Thing, but in right Apprehen-
fions of Gonb’s Providence. And it isa Sin againit

leaves no Choice of doing any. This

the avbole Natwre of Relioion, not to make it the whole
Meafure and Reafon of all yeur Peace and Enjoyment
in.every Occurrence of Life,

=

If you mu t amufe yourfelf with a Volume of Plays,
becaute you are laid up with a éroken Leg, or have 28
a Fri you are as far from Wifdom as a Child that
35 10 hL made quiet with @ Rattle, and as far from
Religion as thofe: who worlhip Jdols; nay, to. feek
to fuch Things for Relief and Refrefhmen, is like ap
plying to the Devil iz Diftre/r. A Man that drinks

Dram or uneafly, is a auife, prit
dent, 1, if compar’d to the Chriftian thab
in Se aon has Recourfe to avanten. Wity
and pro; He deftroys the Purity of his Mmd

much more flll'.L|:Jh”}', than the other deftroys the
Health of his Body.

Do you think that in grear Difire/fer, it is properio
feek k(]nfrn: i Gop; bl,i [h‘a[ in deidie ."r».fpﬁfu, any
Thing that can divertis as well? Nay, furely if Gob
is our fufficient Comfort in great Diftrefles, he mufthe
our beft Relief in thofe that .are fmaller. Unlefs it
€an be faid, that the Truths of Religion are able ta
a2




& &% )
make us bear J\'f artyrdom with (_rm' ent, but not great”
tl:ml"ll [0 ms:

not
ﬂ!‘r"--

I]i{i

L\Hh
}' or it can

wife |
by bt’li'!&;. Qur or
aJl the: Chan

1

rt, not rm!\-
in all th th
every rl('lr‘ Oceafion

ler Vexa

tHong ul ]_.:h', lhﬂ: '[\}' this M
of Grief or Diiguiet 1 ¥y LL an Occafion of his Emu;
:Cted with Religion, and more fenf;
true Comforts., P
VI. On the contrary, if M. .\\’11 ma Le Lhm:.‘-’--"
happy as Children are made ha I -
the Nature of Th ngs, but by 2
they muft alio expett to have the
ments of (.[4:.1}[:.'1 and be, like
erying at they know not w hat,
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are eafily pleafed ; 1
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Degree be liable to be ¢
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sed Cards, or building Houfes with tifem ; her Gricf
1s too great, and fhe has been too long a Mather to be
pleas’d with fuch Things. It is only ferdons Ombre that
can dry her Eyes, and remove Sorrow from her Heart,
VII. I might eafily mulciply Inftances of this kind ;
but thefe are {ufficient to fhew us, that Perfons of Age
and Authority often differ only frem Children,. as one
Child may differ from another. This is the true Rea-
fon why human Life is fo full of Complaint; why it is
fuch a Mixture of ridiculous Pleafures, and vain Dif-
quiets, namely, becaufe we live in an entire Ignorance
of the Nature of Things, never confidering why we
are pleafed with this, or difpleas’d with that, nor any
more appeal to Religion ta direft our Judgments, than
Children appeal to Reafon to form their Tempers,
For if we will only play, or lull ourfelves into Re-
pofe, as Children are rock'd to fleep, itisnot to be
wonder’d at, if like thetn we oy as {oon as we are
awake: And the reafon why People, /¢ emingly religi=
ous, are fubjeét to the fame Dulpefs and Pees 1fémef1, 10
the fame Pexations and Variety of Griefs that othes
People are, is this, becaufe they make no more Ufe of
their Religion on thole Occafions, than other People:
They don’t fo much as intend to keep themfelves eafy
thankfiel and chearful, by making Religion the Meafure
and Srandard of all their Thoughits and Judgments, in
all the common C hances of Life, any more than thofe
do, who have no Thoughts about Religion.

VIIL Suppofe a Perfon had Jme Feet, and bad
Eyes, and that he had an Ci/, that was an infallible
Cure for them both, when applied to both; if you
faw him enly ufing it for his £yes, you would not won=
der that it had not cur'd lis Fe« ; you would know
that his anointing his £jes could only cure his Eyers
and that there was no Ground to expect that i Feet
fhould be any better, t1ll he inted his Feet : And all
this for this plain Realon, hoyever
Guood in themlelves, can | Alect than &8
they are applied. Now it it ft thus in Religion If
a Man places it only he attends
publick Worfhip ; it operates fo far: ity -'a-uﬁ

you wonder, that he is not of a wift,  virpuous, &
religions

pam

Im ‘,' e
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seligions Temper, in all the A&ions of Mis ordinary
Life ? Is not this wondering why the O/ has not curcd
a Man's Feet when he has never applied it to them,
but only to his E s P

IX. When the regular Charchman as plainly makes
Religion the Mz fire of his ordinary Life, as he malkes
it the Rule of his going to Church; when he as dire&t-
ly ufes it to this Purpofe, as a Man anoints hjs Eyes,
who would be cured by anointing them ; then you will
{ee him as different in his ordin 7 Life from other
People, as different in his Pleafures and Griefs, in his
Cares and Concerns, as he is different from them in
Forms and Regularity of Worfhip.- But till Men de
this; till they apply the Principles of Religion to all
the Aftions of ordinary Life; till they make it the
Mecjure of all their daily Tempers, their Joys and
Fears ; till they think there is as much Piety in being
wife and bely in their common Tempers, as in being
d@ewout at Church; as much Sin in being vainly pleafed
and foolifhly vexed, as in neglecting the Divine Service 5
till they thus directly apply Religion to common Life,
21 2 Man applies a Remedy to the Part he would have
Cured ; it s no more to be expeted that it fhould
make them religious in common Life, than that an
Oil appled to our Fyes thould cure our Feey.

tis our ordinary Life, which we think js thus lef
to ourfelves, that mak Religion fo infignificant in the
World : It Jies by like 2 Rem 4y that is
bas no' Efe@ becaufe it is ufed only as a form,
that has its Devotions and Duties at S5 Tipres ang
Gifions : Whereas it fhould be ufed and confidered as
the Ruly and Rivion of all our Judements and Aftion: 3
Sthe Meafire of all our Cares and Pleafures ; as the
Life of our Life, the Spirit of our Spirit, and the very
Form and Effence of all our Tempers. It is to be'in
s, like 3 e Reafin and Judgment of our Minds :
that is to- reafon and Judge of every Thing we do,
and to prefide over and govern all the Motions of our
HEI[T?\. F any ome merry, faith the .-‘l;r’Jﬂlé.’, let Bim
ﬁ'{_{’ Plalon - I any afficted, let him prayi  This is
Religion in the Apoftle’s Account ; it is not only an
¥ndance at the publick Worlhip, but it is the rus 3
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quer Grief, not by cheatin g and deluding the Wen
aels of our UJHL. but as the Refurreétion conquers
Death, by reftoring us to a mew and glorious Life.

XI. From hth: vefledtic
pears, that the r ’dmb vain and mrurmunr Books
no Matter of In ":u} i but that 4t is juftly to hc
reckon’d amongft our that it is as
unfawful as Ur. ‘e and 3 and is no more
10 be allow'd in any Part-of our I_J e.

Reading, when it is an Exercife of the Mind upon
wife and ;wu. Subjeéts, is, next te Prayer, the beft Im-
provement our Hearts ; :: enlightens our Minds,
collefts our ] honghts, s our Paflions,
snd begets in us wife and [m)l s Relolutions ; it isa
Labour that does fo much (Jool to our Minds, that it
vught never to be employ’d amifs; it enters {o far in..
10 our Souls that it cannot have a little Effect upon us.
Readine tation is that to our Souls, which
food and N ent is to our Bodies; fo that we
cannot do our i 't
by the Books

)\“ But pe

I hope it fuf fliciently ¢ ;

.:‘1}'\\ you think
moral I
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fure 'a Proof that you are neither pisus nor reff
For unlefs you can fuppofe that a wife and fo.
her Man may be moft delighted with the Neife and
Rexellings of Drunkennefs; you cannot fuppofe that
it s }.oi]'.b]c for you to be truly religious ; and yet mof
pleas’d with corrupt and unedifying Books.

XIII. You perhaps will fay that you have {o. much
fpare Time for reading, that you think you need not
employ it all in reading good Books. 1t may be fog
you may have alfo more ‘Iime than you need devote
to Offices of Charitys but will you thence conclude,
that you may then do Things contrary to Charity, and
indulge yourfelf in Spight and Mfchief?

If _ynu have every Day more Time than yon can
employ in Reading, Meditation and Prayer ; if this
"Time hangsupon your Hands, and cannot be turn'd ta
; let me defire you to go to flepor
pick Stramus; for it is much better to do this, thanto
have Recourfe to corrupt and impertinent Books, Time
loft in Slep, or in picking Stravs, is better loft than in
fuch Exercifes of the Mind. Confider farther, that
sere Time calls for the greateft Care and
5: fo thatto have Recourfe then to ewil
tinent Books, is like inviting the Devil be-
are alone. 1f you ‘could read ill Books when

it 1s 45

any Advant

and
caufe y
you were in hafte, or in a Hurry of other Matters, it
would do you much lefs Harm than to read them be-
caufe your 1ime hangs upon your Hands. That very
Seafon which you take to be an Excufe for fuch read-

ing, is the frongeft Argument againit it, becaufe: eyil
Thoughts and vain Subjects have twice the Efedt, and
make double Impreffions when they are admitted at
Times of Leifure and Idlenels.

XIV. Corfider again to what a miferable State you
are reduced, when you are forced to have Recourfe (0
foolifh Books to get rid of your Time. Your Fortune
perhaps has remov’d you from the Neceflity of labour-
ing for your Bread; you have been politely educated
in Sofinefs ; you have no Trade or Employment t0
take up your Time ; and fo are left to be devoured by
corrupt Paflions and Pleafures. Whillt poor Peaple
are at hard Labour 3 whillt your Servants are druds
78
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ging in-the meanep Offices of Life ; you, opprefs'd with
Jdlezefs and b:(r':.:r}'_-'g'xsr':-, are re]icving yourfelf \'.'i'rh'ff?:;'{yb
and impertinent Books ; feeding and delighting a dift
ordered Mind with ntic Nonfenfe, and Poetic Fol
lies. If this be the Effe@ of Riches and Fortune, on«
Iy to expofe I"'t:nple to the Power of difordered Paffi-
ons, and give them Time to corrupt their Hearts with
Madnefs -and Folly, well might ou
foyou that ayve riph »

When you fee 2 poor Creature drudging in the
meaneft Offices of Life, and glad of the dirtiet Worl
10 get his Bread, you are apt to look upon him
888 miferable Wretch; it raifes 4 Mixture of Pity
and Contempt in you; But remember, thatev vy Time
you fee fuch a Perfon, you fee a more reafonable Crex.
tre than your(elf, and ope that is much more nobfy
#mplyed than you are, He 1s achng conformably to the
tate of human Life,and bearing 2 hard Part with Pati-
ece; he is deing a Werlk which, mean as jt 15, will
B8look’d upon as done anto the Lord ; whilft you are
idling in Seftrefs and Pleafures, are unable to beat
¥our Time, unlefs it be fiolen away from you by Fo
Iy and Impertinence. Fancy that ‘you faw = patics
Chriftion, old, broken and crooked, with carrying
thens all his Life; fancy tl
# lolling in §azeand
& Day of Fanity and-
99 you'think is mof [i
Aupels; and be

A

=~

* Lord fay, Woe -
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bours. }_f' therefore the Providence of Gop has placed
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you have fo much /j
I\'Ull arg certam-
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Good, and exalting our Souls to a State of Chriffitn

is a Do@rine of ‘vmpnr«., aml highly
agrees: um: to Re

focoery much is
er ider there:
reedom from Wane
».can well be given you in
this World, s giving you an ( ‘pportunity of liv
wholly to Gop,. and m: lmu all the Parts of your Li
nfeful to the belt Parpof; As fure therefore 25 it is a
State, that has fo many Advant fhes yon
with {o many M; ans of | . in Piety, ib
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ce betwixt you :

aim is this, that he js to by ent in a poor, flavih
Labour, that oppre(] ,and de Jr‘L the Mind ;

But you in a S ;
ders your ya or I]‘v ["J]}' Ghoft, angd
hils your “OJI with fuch L -m' Peace, and Joy, as
& 10t to be found in any other Way of Life,

XVIL. Do you think that 2 goor §/ would dif
pleate Gop b y refufing to adt in that painful Drudgery:
848 is fallen to his Share? And do you think ‘that
8500 will not be more difpleas’d with you, if you re-
fife to a0t your full Part in the beft of Labours, or
Begle® that happy Bufinefs of doing Good, which

Gg your

that ren
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State of Life has called you to? Is it expected
e thould make a right Ufe of their Con-
turn all their Labour into a Service unto
And you think you are not obliged to make
er ]',P.]' rovement of your Condition, and tumn

Eafe, and Freea o Labour, into
. Tell me tharefore no more that
©in 1dle Amufements, in vain, cor-
g Books, becaufe you have Spare
folutely falfe to. fay that you have
it is faying, that becanfe Gon has
) from ferwile Labour, Time for
he Infta oly and heavenly Life ; there-
you prefume ta throw it away in Idlenefs and -

an L.[

H

ence.

e that our I
(l;“l ".'-f C“TOE:
L till the Rec
therefore 15 u
ar to Gop;

oubtedly a 15 of drawing
= he whe has conquered Sin and
onftituted Lord of all, is yet as the
d to make perpetual

. ablie
5, obhg

are in the Spirit of Prayer;
ifted up to Gon, '::\rcu:_hn‘.g out
the Throne of Grace, we have this
fant and fervent in it, that we
ercefsion at the Right Hand

are t
of Gop, and doing that for ourfelves on Earth which
our bleffed Saviour is perpetually doing for us in Hea-

on of Prayer is perhaps not much con-
certainly contains a molt pr_mcrf'u| Mo-
who that confiders his Redemption s
ying on by an Jwterceffien in Heaven, can
clf J‘.-UJ'.;‘EG‘fIIII\' employ’d as when the CDIJH;{M}E

Q

fidered ;
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of his own Prayers bears fome Refemblance to that
never ceafing Intercefiion which is made above? This
fhews' us alfo, that we are moft of all to defire thofe
Prayers which are offered ap at the Alrar, where the
Body and Blood of Chriff are Joined with thep,
For as our Prayers are only acceptable to Gop thro’
thie Merits of Jefus Chrift; {o we may be fure it s the
moft prevaili Prayer, when we thus pray in the
Name of C i/, and plead his Merits in the rheft
Manner we can.

Il. Devotion may be confidered either as an BEx-
ercife of publick or private Prayers at fet Times
Occatfions ; oras a Temper of the Mind, a Sta
Diipofition of the Heart, which is rightly aff
with fuch Exercifes. Now external Aéts of Devotion
are like other external Attions, very liable to Falfenefs,
and are only {o far good as they proceed from a right

ipofition’ of Heart. Zealous Profefiions of Friend.
y are but Hypocrify, unlefs there be an equal Zeal
in the Heart; and fo folemn Prayers are but repeated
i 5 the Heart be <

v

& 8tare and Teriper
only that Chrifii,
Devotion. The

Yy are not to be alwa
Knees in A@s of Pra but they are
i the State a Deyotion:
1. Frie require us to he al
in external Sern

Offices have their”
Service of the Flear
not to begin and
Perlevere like the
of our Pulle,
their Az i
of Mind, t!

which is the Lif:

1if; 101

bot that Faith

fays neither for Times




L)
Principle of the Soul, that is always believing, trufting:
and d‘?}“ nding upon Gop. In the fame '\;.umor VEr-
bal Prayers are Aéts of Devotion; but that Prayer
which L.pcm.th the Gates of ll..t'-n ftops not at
Forms and Manuals of Devotion ; but is a L .anguage
of the Soul, which worfhips, adores, and delights ‘in
Gop, at :1II Times and Seafons.

The Reafon of Prayer, likeall other Duties of Piety,
#s founded in the Nature of Gop, and the Nature of
Man. It is founded in the Nature of G op, as heis
the fole Fountain and Caule ef all Happinefs; itis
founded in the I\.;tum of Man, as he is weak and help-
lefs, and full of Wants, Se thzit Prayer 15 an um.ﬁ
..ﬁp‘-".r,ar.m or Afcent of the Heart to Gobp, as to the
Jole Caufe of all Happinefs. He therefore that moft tru-
ly feels the Mifery, Corruption and Weaknefs of his
own Nature; who is moft fully convinced that a Re-
lief from all thefe Diforders, and a true Ha ppinefs, i
to be found in Gop alone ; he who is moft fully con-
vinced of thefe two T'ruths, is moft fully pofiefs'd of
the Spirit of Prayer

IV. Hence we may pereeive why People of Lears-
ing, and great Applicarion to Busls, who feem to have
retired fmm the Corruptions of the World, are yeb
often not devout. The Reafon is, becaufe Devotion
amparts a full Senfe of the V v and Littlenefs of
every Thing but Gop ; whereas it is often the fisie Fae
zity that wears out Scholars in their Studies,_and other
Tu.]} le at {_..m.r‘ in the L.uz;tf} or at Sea. ’I'im) do
not want to be Merchants, or Co s, ar Seerctarite
of State; but they want to be Cr , Grammanans
! hey, it may be, d Riches
{e the Sports and Diverfions of the
2n it is to contemplate the Riche
the Sports and Diverfions of the ancient

The Vanity of fome Ladies and Geuelomen wonld
tell them that did not
vebotars would be more

i'nl':’ touch 5 1t you i::‘.J:
underftand Dy, /s : Some
dejeied, | if you fhould fuppofe them ignorans of®

Fold in the Romar Garmenis.

The
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The Bult of Mankind are fo dull and taftelefs, and
illiterate, as to fet their Hearts upon current Coip, Byt
great Learning has raifed fome Men above this valgar
Grofinefs of Tafte. Their Heart does  not beat but
at the Sight of a Medu/_ or an ancient Coin, And they
are only afraid of dying before they have out.done
the World for their Colleétions of § bells, Skins, Stones,
Fiies, and Byfecs,

V. When Men retire into their Studies to change
theit Nature ; t0 corre and rfes e their Paflions ; fo
find out the Folly, the Falfenefs, the Lorruption and
Weaknefs of their tearts ; to penetrate intothe Vani-
Jy and Emprinefs of al] worldly Attainments ; when they
read and meditate, to fill their Souls wich heavenly Af-
feltions, and to- saife their Hearts unto Gob; wher
this is Leas g, (and what elfe deferves the Name? )
then Learning will lead Men unto ‘Goo ; then learn-
ed Men will be devout, and great Scholdvs will be
great Saints,

VI. Many People are thus fr fincere in their De.
Yotions, that they would be glad 1o pray devou ¥y 3
they ftrive to be fervent, but never artain to i becaufe
thiey never took the only poflible Way. T never
thought of altering ' their Lives, or of lis ing ‘diiferent
fiem the ref} of the World ; but hope to be devout
merely by reading over Books of Devotion. Which is as
odd a Fancy, asif a Man fhould expett to be happy,
¥ reading. Difcourfes upon Hapy W

o4
d

f; When thefe
Pcup?c dare take L‘hri!h:msr{r, as 1t 1s offéred to them
i the Gofpel; when they deny th mielves, and re-
fiounce the World, they then will haye be Jevotion
TREBONIUS acks how often he hall pray ? He chinks
the ?\im—t_',- of the Queftion fhews the ot is I
Bat Trvdon; is deceived, _fc-‘.' the '_}\J *ftion
er to Devotion. Trede yiws has ;
vifiting” him ; he js never
IF he 15 ;

are fent at aj

Now wh; on that he neve

ks how often he fhall vifit. often he {hall de.

light in, Low often he fhall write to i Friend } It is

caufe his Friend has hi Heart, and his Heart is hjs
dthful and fufficient Inftruftor, W

it 15

When, Trebonivs has

|1i|'|||
]



piven his Heart to Gob, he will have done ﬁl:!-:ing
how often he {hall pray. .

JuLtus goe yers fles himfelf to.be
able Sinner; he accules himfelf to Gou with
\goravations that can be, as having no Heaith

Yet Fulius cannot bear to be informed of
,'1|:}n.‘1'|i'-“-litm, or I'1i|'}3 fted to. be wa |,r: in 4
> of Virtue. Now, can there be a ll.-m“u I:m!
1 in the Sincerity of his Devotis
that his Confefs
e, an humble G

i1 Speech to his M ,in which his Heart lias no Sharg?
“If a Man was to un.ﬂ.h that his Eyes were bad, his
} i his Feet feeble, and his Body help
! with thofe that fuppofed he was
' :  Yet Fulins confelles himfelf
! gre \vull nels, C'm'ru' tion, Diforder, and
ity 3 .11..] yet is angry atany one that doés but
e him defective i Is it not }‘;L {ame
as if he had faic 3
W in earnelt in my Devotions™ ?
in live in true Devotic
End and I'.-n"-c of our
and Defire I up/in ong
e of future Glo Devotion to Gob
in x‘[l.l}liLI" by aith not i
when 1 the ot Life,
leafon, the Motive a Meajure of dll
our I "Lj]h'.; '1.:(1 l'empers. And thofe who thus tend @
(_n i ir Motions and Defires, are devout every
r | akes their common Actions Acis of Re=
I a Chupeld. Anditly
Devotion - all ealled, ir)[‘(lli:\' Ly par
Precepts, but by the whole Nature and I'e-
i 4 nour of vur Religi
f: VL D
' muft be fupp
" them; fo .
)’ the Soul to Gop, as its

ported and kept alive 1 nd B \ka i'ﬂit-
able to it. 'The Devotion f

us to erve fet Times of Prayer 3 a
Hand, fet Times of Prayer increal

(911

and enliven
the
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the Devotion of the Heart. It is thus in all other Cafes «
Habits of the Mind difpofe us to Aétions fuitable to
them ; and thefe Adions likewife ftrengthen “and im-
prove the Babits from whence tin-y p]'o;f:cd.

It is the habitual Tafte /
PL\‘_\}!](‘ to Concerts 3 and ag Ain, erts that increale
the habitual Love of Mufick : i ight Difpofi-
tion of the Heart towards Gop rh_.t leads l“_upg to
outwards Acts of [’r"ﬂ. er; and, on the other Side, out-
ward Aéts of Praye pmc]\ and frengthen the
Difpofition of the II: art towards Gop. ~As 3
we are to judge Lrt the Significancy of our ruhr s BY
bnk{ug to the State and T\ emper of our Heart ; 1n are
we allo to j of tl e State ut our Heart by the Fre-
guency, C :
a5 we are {ure that our Pr yey
they proceed from a right Hea
be' friquent, co ¢, and
be fure our Heart is not right towards (J-J D.

IX. Our bleffed Saviour has :lJLL\.d condemned ene
fort of long Prayer. B: : ;
prm,m, as the Heat
Beard for their »
ar a Continne

that carries

a

ice of 1
Nor are the JJ

unate, and pe .
qwrang nt, in that [nc:, thought they we re hie

becaufle much; that
Words, it all that Ch
this, to think J].u the
ar:d I

often repe:
WE Ans are here

2 they can reafon in this Manner ?
have }f.amf» no relation to Lesgt/
Ftayer, They no more condemn the one tha
T}lL‘} only condemn an Opinion of the He
the Excelien cy of Prayer confifted in a Muli
Petitions. Now, to think that fhort Pr: ayer 15 betier, be-
Gufe it is ore, is the fanie Exror as to held with the

Heath: 15y

&), Matth, vi, 7




er becanfe it is often repeatedi
€ 5\] iftake in the .'\\\'nr-: of Devotion.

fing the Mea of thefe Words was
(W hich it 1s notj )\.,l 1 }‘ am I::1"1.'Igr1,
ly recommended &
ce and f-,u‘.r--.-.--. /¥ In PI',‘I._‘; er. And how per-
do. they read the Gofpel, who can find lds Ans
unft fuch kind of L)\\(:.;'m ! 1"nr can he whe
ry
5 in I‘ yer; ean
oof of thofe who

- 1
r Saviour has el

IZ:‘1DJ"!1)’
was {o often retiring to Dy/feugts, to ‘|1J'g’ @isis, 10 fol
/

Places to pray, who {‘l.'-‘.:nl q

ke be {uppofed to have left a

*.].n-u‘.;‘. follow his Example ? But be his Example,
s D ‘Ltm] € J-, on no Point i plain and certain, He

o dbem fo ¢t Men ﬁl'.‘ﬁ‘l.l'.‘

1Y, cud not fo f
awbich feared noi
al¥ ',-‘.'.;-':_;,' i thai
.”..l\.‘ me r;'_’,
But aftera

t Gop, wor reg:

St 't(l]n., E]ITII'H.[ }
I\.. \to pray always, and wet to faint ; and it is plainto
any Om_ rIJu: reads it, that it has 1
mend Contiunance and Dyporrs {
ris relieved ;; not b ef, bus
the ed afking faid 1o
avenge his Ele& ; not becau h: 1' ey cry to him nowand
then, but becaufe d Nipght, Our batilti
‘:‘n-;mlr tea
of a ILr’i’)l i<

, b ru{'f' rife a J
¢ wredeth, HLH’ again the fole
is to fliew the Efficacy of Con-
LII']] y in Prayer

he defires no more Time for rifing
._‘.--:'1’.:'1’? and faying his Prayers, than a.Quarter of .m
Hour. He tlls this to his Friends; not to fhew his

want of Religion, but that he may be thought to under-
fland

‘h P-ﬂ"

Cll ni.u\
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A\ i
fland Devotion., You tell him that our Saviour’s Parables
teach Contivuance and Lportu
Apoltles exhort to pray
and that devout Perfi

ity in Prayver; that the

ifing, to pray alewayis
orded in Scripture as
praying Nighe and Day. Still Giizo is for fhort _Pra_'r'cr\.
He at la? finds a Texc of S ipture, and appeals to the
Bxample of the dnoels; they only faid, G/o

s g,
Gop on on Earth Pe ace, Good-aurl] towards
M.  Ci: this to be an Argument for fhort

Prayer, becanfe the Angels had déne fo foon. But Clize
mult be told, that this is no Prayer at all; it is only 2
joyful Praclamation to Men. And furely the Manner of
Hgels (y ng to Men, can be no Rule or Meafire of
Mens fpeak g to Gop., The Angels
10 tell the World than this Mef
therebore follow, that Sinners are to be as fhort in their
Addrefies to Gop ? The scriprure tells us fometimes of
#etees from Heavens but it would be frange to make
the Things that we fpoken, the M e of olr
Prayer nwecall upon Gon, If Clizs muft have an
Exampl m Heaven, he might have found one much
fore proper than where it is {aid, 7

Dy N

no more
geof Joy; but does it

ur

ly L 1
II. Our blefled

BYfly enter info /
Desr, fra ery & Now
fomention of the Thine that Praver is
but yet this Preparation £
Llofer 7
f5a W
our Doy

beimp riunate
I

TR e

CIe

I]‘;

How 1
Rot-to be
We mav .I
&0 pray {o o y5
Lall : =
i | 1-
=tH T ¥
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fhould carefully obferve : T mean the 77me when we gre's

with our Devotions, and the Time whin
fpefed to pray. For both™ thefe might
to inftruét us in the Know fn‘.-;'.i: of oups
n the Motions of cur Hearts,

we are z
equally fery

{elves, and how to gover

Refleét with yourfelf, how it was with yons.(
o’ ’ il

what Circumftances you w
to you; what you had been abing; when you found
vourlelf /b offesied with your Devotions, Now, if you
find out what State you was then in, when yau was difs
pofed to pray fo fervently,  then you have found outs
Way of r r your Devotion at another
you was then to put down in auvsits
nbrance of the it
{fo that you mig!
your Mind w Afliftance, you would find &
Benefit that would reward your Labour, On the con-
: rer you have found youtfelf 'y el
ayer, reflet with yourfelf, what State
what had bepipened unto you; what
rou hiad in your Head; what Paffons wer
ened 5+ what you had been or were

s that rais'd your Hearty

1

and
not to que
X1Y. If you was here
mbrances in
\.'i'.Lll }-r-u
read and re
ful Infirs
vou find t
Day idly {

have render

drances of your Devotio

avoid, 1f you defire

ch the Spirit, ¢
to make fhort Re:
ing, of the chief Things which
ed for Prayer, and freq

m

rc

upon them, you would hay

7

b Convery o

- you ( and "I.".r;.*aj-va
recied with Devotion, then you will have

 thort Prayers, becanfe Gon
¥s i;-'.igfj; allo to fhew, tiat
Man

a View of them as oftenm, .

s in; what had bappend,

Time, f,.
¢ fome fhore Re- i,

#g to do: For when you have found out the™"
you was then in, you have found out the His-™'
ww what Things (o

ently @ -
e a faith-~
of what you are muft to avoid, '™

with other Péa-"

remonious Coms 21

: to be daily alive untat:
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Man does not need much Prayer; does not need thag
Strength, and Light, and Help, which arifes from mitche
Praying. For unlefs this be the State of our Hearts,
we fhall want much Prayer 4o mowe and awafke our-
felves; how little foever we {uppofe neceflary to ex-
dte the Gooadnefs of Gop. If therefore Men would
confider Prayer, not ouly as it is an Invacation of Gop,
but alfo as it is an £ xercife of holy T, boughts; as it is am
Endeavour to fz¢/ and be affefted with the great Truths
of Religion, they would foon fee, that the' Gop is fo
good as not to weed much cellingupon ; yetthat Man is (o
weak as to need much Afliftance, and to be under 3
eonftant Necefsity of that Help, and Light, and Im.
provement which arifes from praying much. Whep
therefore we would know how much we ought to pray,
wemuft confider how ‘much our Hearts want to be al-
wered, and remember that the great Work of Prayer
i 1o work upon ourfelves ; it is not to mowe and aft
#£8 Goo, but it s to movye and affe our own Hearts,and
fill them with fuch Tempersas Gop delights to reward,

XVI. Now Prayer never fo corrects and amends the
Heart as when we extend it to all the Particulers of our
State, enumerating all our Wants, Infirmities, and Dif.
giders; not becaufe Gop needs to be informed of them,
bt becaufe by this Means we inform ourfelves, and
mike our Hearts in the beft Manner acquainted with
Yictrue Condition: When our Prayers thus defcend
0 all the Circumftances of our Cotidition, they be-
Siea faithful Glafs to us; and fo often as we pray,
Boften we fec ourfelves in a true Light.

D't be content therefore with confefsing yourfelf
tobe 5 Sinner, or with praying againft Sin in general =
for this will but 2 little affet your Mind ;5 it will onlyp

" you to yourfelf in fuch a State as all Mankind
#€in: But if you find yourfelf out; if you confefs
4 lay open the Guilt of Your own particular Sins; if
290 pray conftantly againt fuch particalar Sins as you

il yourfelf moft {ubject to, the focguent Sight of your
N:’ﬂ Sins, and your conflant d, Ploring of their Guilg,
Wil give your Prayers Encrance into your Hearts, and
P30 upon Meafures how to amend,

If
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4 you confefs yourfelf only to be a Siper, “you con-
fefs your (elf to be a Man; but when you deferibe and
con cular Guilt, then you find Caufe
for your own p.. ticular Sorrew ; then you give your
Prayers all the Fower they can have to affeét and
wound your Heart. In like manner, when you pray
hr l.Jr_au s Grace, don't be fatisfied with a general
but make your Prayers fuitable to your De-
i flml continue to ask for fuch mfh and Graces
of the Holy Spirit as you find yourfelf moft defeclive
- For this will give Life to \oar Petitions, and make
your Heart go :'.t:. 1g with them.

XVIL. Lasryry, this Particularity in our Prayess i
the greateft Trial uf the Truth of our Hearts, ‘A Man
r{r];. s thinks he praysfor Hulmhn becaufe he has
the Word Humility in his Prayers; but if he was to
branch out Humility into all its pe

¢ 2]

your s

ticular Parts, he
avould perhaps find himfelf not difpofed to pray for
them, If he was to reprefent to Iu-:.ni- the feveral
Particulars which make a Man poor iz | f.: i, he would
find his Heart not defirous of them. So that the G.ru)?
Way ta know our Hearts, and ‘whether we really pray
for any Virtue, is to have all is Parts im our Frayers,
1'to ask for it in all its Inftances. If thc;-o.r,-.:'i\a‘l:ln
, to pray daily for Humility in all its kinds, and to
F (y'u to remove him' from all Oumum of fuch
ide. asis common to his particular State and 0
< \[‘mm'.r him in all his Attempts that were lontranm
fiL.rmr ty, he would f hat fuch Prayers would eit ther
»rmqum ‘his Pride, or his Pride would put an End to hie
',l 2y @S, For it would b* impofsible to live long m
Ir. tances of Pride, if his daily and frequent Pray-
_1-.-!.~ were Petitions 's"..n.ft thefe r..zT..IL\.Iﬂ_T Inftances.
XVII. Let me now only add this one Word more,
ihat he who has lLarned to pray, has learned the great
it Secretof aholy and happy I,m; Which Way foever
¢ welet loofe our Hearts, they will return unto us
fv and wweary, Time will convince the s
Minds, that Happinefs is no.more t ke
IJJ[ gs of I]m World, than it is to be
jut when the Motions of our

r, tending to Gop w con-

Hant

\*3
<!
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fant A%s of Devotion, then have we found Reft i@
our Souls ; then is it that we have conquered the Mi-
fery of our Nature; and neither love nor defire in vain
Then is it that we have found out a Goed that is equal
to all our Wants; that is; a conflant Scurce of Comfor®
aud Refrelhment, that will fill us with Pea
Expectations here, and eternal Happined

For he that lives in the Spirit of Devotion, whof
Heart is always full of Gop, lives at the Top of hur At
anpmcl and is the fartheft from ‘-] the Vanities
and Vexations which difturb and weary the Minds of
Men devoted to the World,

and joyful!
hereafter.

by el e
LRI

G- A Be o VIE

LL Chriflians are reguived to imitate th: L
E\fr-ﬂ/r of Jesus Carist.
L. Our I("h"son eaches us

that as we have f¢

nefe u.h.:.h our b.UiLd Saviour enjoys at . tl
Hard of Gop, Since therefore we are to ]
heirs with Chrift, and Partakers of the f
nels, it is not be wonder'd at, that we are
belike Chrift in this Life, to imitate hi
Wemay enter into that State of Happinef
#ijoys in the Kingdom of Heaven.

I Not that we are called to the fame g
Manner of Life, or the fame fort of Aétions with his;
Hit to the fame Spirit and Temper, wl was the
Spitit and Icmru of our bleffed Saviour’s Life and
Attions, “fc are to be like him in Heart, to act by
the Jame Rule, to look towards the Jfame End, and to
B0itm f‘”i’ I. 1Ves 11‘. the .-" e Spirse.  This is®n Imi-
tition of 15 Chrift which is as neceflary to Salvati-
M0 43 it i3 to believe in his Name. This 15 the fole
Bl of all the Doétrines of Chrift, to make us like
lm!&l;, to fill ws with his Sprit and Tempers and.

H 2 make
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malze us live according to the Rale and Manner of his
Life. As no Dolrines are true, but fuch as are
sccording to the Doflrines of Chrit, f no Life is
right, but fuch as is according to the Life of Chrift,
For he lived as infallibly as he taught ; and 1t is a8
wrong to vary from his Example, as from his Doctrines;
"Fo live as he lived, is as certainly the one fole Way
of living as we ought, as to believe as he taught is

the one fole Way of believing as we ought. Therel '

no other Way befides this; nothing can pofsibly bring. |

us to Gop in Heaven, unlefs we are now one with,,

Chrift, and walk as he alfo walked, For we may &
well expect to go to a Heaven where Chrift isnor,

10 go to that where he is, without his Spiric and Teme .

per.  If ChriRtians would but fuffer themfelves to 1&
fieét upon this, their own Minds would foon convingg
them of it. For who can find the leaft Shadow of @
Reafon. why he fhould not imitate the Life of Chnift?
or why Chriftians fhould think of any other Rule of
Tife: It would be as eafy to fhew that Chnft acled
amifs, as that we need not act after his Example,

IIL If it fhould be faid, that Jefus was the Sawiem

of the World, that he was born to redeem Mankind,

and was the Son ¢of Gop., Itmay be anfwered, tha

this d

of all Chriftians. For, as I obferved before

are to 1mitate ; they are to do their proper Work in tha
Spirit and Temper, in which Chrift did the Work ot

which he was fent.  So that altho' Chriftians are i¢ "

Redecmers of the World, as ke was; tho' they hav
not that great Work to

t and Temper of Chrift that all Chyiftian

ifh which he had ; yetthey ™

not make the Life of Chrift to be lefsthe Rali' ™

have theirr Work to do in the Manner that he had b=

they have their Part to at, which tho’ flere
Part, muft not be performed with a different Spurit

but with fuch Obedience to Gon, fuch Regard 0 Hi

Glory, and all fuch holy Difp fitions, as our blcl:fﬂ
Saviour manifefted in every Part of his Life. A -":'r
want is in a different State from his Mafter; yet#i

may jultly exhort him to follow the Example of 3 pi i

ous Maffer ; not becaufe he can perform the fame Jit

Jances of Piety, but becaufe he may fhew the fom

Sporii:

it be a differen

g
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{4 (dgirit in_the A&iens proper to his State; This maY

fiew us, that the different State of our Lord and Ma:

(fer leaves him fhll the sxvad&? Rule of his Servants?

. Who, tho' they cannot come up to the Greatnefs of his

“the World. Now we mult enter into this fame Defi

Atlions, may yet act according to his Spirit; and then
wie they true Followers of Chrift, when they are fol-
lowing his Spirit and T'émper, atting accarding to his
Eidiand Defigns, and doing that in their feveral States

~yyhich Chrift did in his.

IV, The blefled Jefus came into the World to fave

on
: Sty
@d make Sa/vation the Bufinefs of our Lives. And
tho' we cannot contribute towards it like him, yet we

“Umult contribute all that we can, and make the Salvati-

an of ourfelves and others the one only Care of our

“ Lives:

The poor Wideav's Mites were but a fmall Matter in
themfelves, yet as they were the utmoft fhe could give,
oir blefled Savicur fet them above the larger Contribu-
flans of the Rich. This may encourage People in every
Mite of Life to be contented with their Capacity of
@ing good, provided that they do but ac up to ir.

10 one think that he is too low, too mean and
grivate to follow his Lord and Mafter in the Salvation
of Souls. Let him butadd his Mite,. and if it be all
thithe hath, he fhall be thought to have done much ; ot
that all are to be Preachers and Teachers of Religion,
lomore than all are to be Apoftles, ox.all Prophets, or all
Wikters of Miracles. Chriftians are like Members of

“ 8t and the fame Body s they are as different from one

another, as Hands and Eyes, and have as different O&
fices to perform ; yet may their different Parts ferve

i and promote the fame common End.  As t/e ;’::n- cari-

a ,".'I'_r g f.'f-’- x"fr?’!_-'{f‘ 1 bawe yo ueed Gf thre 5 nor 1.:",1;‘1!:,
0 Head 1o 13e Feet, I bawe o need of you; (a) fo net
Bt cin the lcarned Teacher fay he hath no need of
88 private, unlearned Perfon. ~ For the Work of Sal-
YMion is carried on by all Hands, as well by him thag
Biaught, as by him that teacheth. An anlemored Pex-
fon, by being defirous of Irftruétion, and careful to
Semply with it, may promote Salvation as suly, in a
PR e Desvas

R Cor, xii, 2,

|'|||'|r1
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egrree, as he that is able and willing to infiruft, This
teachable Difpofition may as effeétually influence others
as another Man’s Ability and Care of Teaching. There:
fore, tho’, as the Apéftle faith, all have nor the Gifr of
Healing, tho® all do mnot Jpeak avith Torgues, yet all*
have fome Part that they may at in the Salvation of
Mankind, and may follow their Lord and Mafterin the *
great Work, for-which he came down from Heaven:
We muft not then think, that it is the Bufinefs of
{. Clergymen only«to carry on the Work of Salvation
but muft remember, that we are engaged in the fame
Bufinefs, tho' not in the fame Manner.
: V. Had the- poor Widow thought herfelf excufed
from taking Care of the Treafury ; had fhe thought !
that it belonged only to the Rich to contribute to it, fie
had loft that great Commendation which our Saviour
beftowed upon her. Now, it may be that fome Widows
may be fo very poor as not to have fo much asa
Mite to give to the Treafury, who muft therefore con-
tent themfelves with the Charity of their Hearts; bt
this can never happen in the Bufinels of Salvatioh.
¥ere no one can 'be fo poor, and deftitute, as not to
have a Mite to contribute towards it.  For no Circom:
ftances of Life can hinder us from being Examples of
Piety, and making our Lives a L¢/en of Inftruétion to
all that are about us. And he that lives an exemplary
Life, tho' his State be ever fo paor and mear, is larges .
ly contributing to the Salvation of others, and proving
himfelf the 4¢# Follower of his Lord and Maiter,

V1. This therefore is the firft great Inflance in which
we are to follow the Example and Spirit of our blefled
Saviour. He came to fave the World ; we muft there-
fore all confider ourfelves as called to carry on this,,
great Werk,  For how can we think ourfelves to be
his Followers, if we do not follow him in that for
i which alone he came into the World ? How can we
g be like the Saviour of the World, unlefs the Saluasion
1 of the World be our conftant Care? We cannot fave
the World as he faved ir, but yet we can contribute.’
L 'R our Mue towards it.  Hoau know'fl thou, O Wity
\ avbether than  fhalt fowe thine Husband ?  Or sl :
Ausnvell tocu, O Map, avhether thou foalt fn;; k-

it

vary
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Fife? (2] This hews plainly, that a// Perfons may have
agreat Share in the Salvation of thofe that are near them,
and that they are to confider themfelves as exprelly
cilled to this great Work. . For the Apoftle ufes it as
the fame Argument both to Husband and Wife ;
which fuppoles that it is a Bufinefs in which one is as
much concerned as the other. The Boman we know
B not allowed to fpeak in the Chureh, yet is fhe en-
trufted with fome Share in the Salvation of the World ;
fhe is fuppoled equally capable of faving the Husband,
as the Hushand of faving the Wife. Now what is here
faid of Husband and Wife, we muft extend to every
Mate and Relation of this Life ; Brothers and Sifters,
Friends, and Neighbonre,. muft all confider themifelves
#s called to the Salvation of one another. How konoweft
thou, O Sifter, whether thou fhale fave thy Brother 2
How knoweft thou, O Mon, whether thou fhalt fave
thy Neighbour 2 is 2 Way of Thinking that ought ne-
ver to be out of our Minds. For this would make
Brothers and Sifters bear with one another, if they con-
fider, that they are to do that for one another whi h
Chrft hath done for the whole World, T his Reflecti-
on would turn our Ar ger toward bad Relations into
€are and’ Tenderefs for their Souls ; we fhould not be
glad'to get away from them, but give them snore of
oir Company, and be more exa® in our Behaviour
toward them; alwavs fuppofing it pofsible, that our
5004 Comverfation may fome Time or other affect them,
and that Gop may make Ufe of us as a Means of
théir Salvation,

VII. Euvrrorrvs is very good and pious himfelf;
but then his Faule is, that he feeks only the Conver
fation of pious and good People. He is careful and
& in his Behaviour towards his virtuous Friends :
lh\".!}_":i lhui_'.'.':'.g to ol hem ; but gets away from,
and avoids thofe that are of another Temper. Now
Eutrapins fliould recollect, that this is acting like a
Bifician that would take care of the Healthy, and dif-
fegard thofe that are

c#. He thould remember, that
iy inc]igious Friends and Relations are the very Per-

Jons that are fallen. to his Care ; and that he is as dic

reclly

2) 1. Cor, ¥ii, 16,
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refily called to take care of their Salvation, as the
Husband to take ¢ lr{: of the Lll]btll{,\']ll r Wife, Eu
#ropins therefore, he would imitate his Lord and
Madter, mult apy w‘» to the loff Sheep of the Houfe off
Ifrael, and endeavour by all the innocent Arts of ]'lra-
C.g his Friends, to gain them to Repentance, We
muft not excufe ourfelves from this Care, by faying
th:it our Relations are obftinate, hardened, and carelels

all our Behaviour towards them; but mull fup
po't ourfelves with the Apoltle's Argument, How knows
eft thon, O Man, whether thon may’{t not at laft faye
thy Relation ¢

VIIL. The Apoftle faith, deftroy not bin avith thy
Meat, for 2 Chrift died. (a) We may therefore
juftly reafon thus, that as it lies much in our Power 19
hinder the Salvation, fo it muft, in an equal Degree, 10
promote the Salvation of thofe for whom Chnift dieds
Deftroy not therefore by thy Negligence, by thy Im=.
patience, by thy want of Care, that Relation {or whom
Chrift died; nor think that thou haft. done umugh
till there is no more that thou canft do. 'This is the
State in which zll Chritkians are 3]-;@]11&4 i,w (xoo
in their feveral Stations; to carry on that great Wark,
for which L hrift came into the World,  Clerg ymen it
not the only Men that have a Cure of Souls, but every
Chriftian has fome People about him, whofe Salyas
tion he is obliged to be careful of ; with whom hes
to live in all Godlinefs and Purity, that they may have
the Benefit of his Example and-Affiftance in their Duty
to Gop. So that all Chriftians, tho™ ever {o v, and
aean, and private, muft confider themfelves as bired
by Chrit to work in his Vineyard; for as no Circume
ftances of Life can hinder us from faving ourfelves, fo
neither ‘can they hinder us from promoting the Salvds
tion of othefs. And tho’ we have, according to ouF
different Stations, different Parts to a&t; yetif we aig
careful of that Part which is fallen to our Share, we
are equally Objeéts of Gobp's Favour.

Thou, it may be, art not a Prophet ; Gop has not
honoured thee with this Poft in his bervice ; yet needs

«it thou not fall fhost of this Happineds : For our Sevious
hath

() Rom, »imgseg
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hath faid, That ke that receiveth a Propbet, in the Name
of a Prophet, Jball receive a Propher's Reavard. Now
this fhews us, that tho’, all Men have not the fame Part
w0 at in the common Salvation, yet none will be Lofers
that State they are in, if they be but wué to
the particular Duties of it. If they do all the Good
they can in their particular State, they will be looked
woon with fuch Acceptance as the posr Widonw that

e all that fhe had.

IX. Hence we may leara the Greatne(s of theit Fol-
Iy, who, neglecting the exatt Performance of {uch
Dties 4 fall within their Power, are pleafing them-
felyes with the great Things they would do, were they
but in another State.

Cremens has his Head full of Imaginary Piety. He
Boften propofing to himfelf what he would do if he
had a great Eftate.. He would out doall charitable Men
that ate gone before him : He would retire from the
World ; he would have no Equipage ; he would allow
himfelf only Neceilaries, that Widows and Orphans,
fhe Sick and Diftrefied, might find Relief out of his
Bllate. He tells you, that all other Ways of fpending
an Bftate is Folly and Madnefs.

Now Clemens has at prefent a moderate Eftate, which
he fpends upon himfelf, in the fame Vanities and In-
dblgences as other People do. He might live upon
one Third of his Fortune, and make the reft the S
ort of the Poor; but he does nothing of all this that
& in his Power, but pleafes himfelf with what he would
do if his Power was greater. Come to thy Senfks,
Climenss do not talk what thou wouldeft do, if thou
walt an Auge/, but confider what thou canft do, as
thou art a Mun. Make the beft Ufe of thy prefent
State; do now as thou thinkeft thou wouldeft do with
f great Eftate ; be fparing, deny thyfelf, abftain from
all Vanities, that the Poor may be better maintained,
and then thou art as charitable as thou canfy be in any
Elfate. Remember the poor Widoau's Miee.

Fervinus is exatt in the Duties of Religion ; but
then the Greatnefs of his Zeal to be doing Things that
he cannot, makes him overlook thofe little Ways of
doing good which are every Day in his Power. Fer-

LR




{oat )

nr.hr {orry l. at he is not in ].-,rl- Orders, an
Life is not fpent in a Bufinefs the moit d firnbl
Things in the World, He is often thivifomy
ka rmation |II WO : 1. if
Or 2 ted lim

Id m

W had g
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1 I Piety imagine that if yod
7y you would be ready o lay down

your Floc

not I.'l_‘.' afide i
lirtle State to promote the

your Servints
It is not defired of you, Fermidus, to die 1 Martyr for

your 3 you are on Iy Lureh
on Foot, to fpare fome Seat: ndsnce, to bear
{fcme :m with a little Rain and Dirs, rathe

Sculs w 115 h r to Gon and Chr
_~‘- urs is, from nmon Wer,
of Chrifti vourlelf fuch f(inall

aticrs as |JIIL“
leaft Trouble to m

£ you can take the
a |f }rrL.l Servants and I“!'f 1d-

]
ants true Servants of Gop, and then you fhall be al

lowed




el a5 )
Wed to imagine what Good you would have don

b ;& you been devored to the Altar,

XL EvcEN1a i5a young Woman, full of pious
ffpoiitions ; he is int ing, if ever fhe has a Fami-
;ru be the oyt Mirefi of it that ever was; her
gle hall be a Scba Religion, and fer Children
ﬂSm'n'u thall be brou ght up in the frifteft Pratice
PPty ; (he will fpend her [ime, and livein a very
ferent Manner from the reft of Lh-.‘ Vorld. It may
Hoy Eupomia; you think you intend all this: Bye
W are not yet at'the Head of a Family, and per-
s nsver may be.  But Eu » You have now one
B, ‘and you do not kn ion fhe is of ;

girelies you for the Chure y skk her for w ]].._[
swant, and then leave her to have as hittle Chri-
ity as fhe pleaf { ¥s yeu hire
nother; fhe comes, and goes, no more inftruéted, oredi

fid i Religion, by living ¢ with you than if Ihc had

wed with any Ecun elfe.” ~And this comes to pafs,
il your Mind is taken up with ¢ er Thi
fgelerve yourfelf to i le Family
Bif o cr}c._ come to b of ir. You nesd not
8 Eigenia, to be
ftanity is now i
tur F'ime, ;
o the W

e

; “fhe is under
s Governefs that vou
i #, hear her read

tead it Fo
short :'.»_',- t0 prav

sribade fer ro

W her ywitly your

you dej thus
you are that

i ::"’J

:f:,llft‘”:‘} o m‘: th e al
of Lj ife,
XIF, There is no Falfeniefs of our Hearts that leads
W inty greater Errors, than in naginix IE_(;'L we i
fume Time or other be better than we ate, or nead
*B0W: For Perfection has no iL;«..h...m UpGH exter
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Circumftances; it wants no Times or Opportunitios;

46

wai

pbut is then in 1ts higheft State, when we are makin
ft Ufe of that Condition in which we are placej

the b
The poor 1 idons did not {tay till fhe was Rich befoy

{he contributed to the Treafury; {he readily |:rrnughl he
Mite; and, little as it was, it got her the Reward an
Commendation of great Chanty We mult therefor -
a1l of us imitate the Wifdom of the poor Widow, an
exercife every Virtue in the {fame Manner that fhe &
ercifed her Charity, We muft fftay for no Time ¢
QOpportunities, wait for no Change of Life, or fasug
Abilities, but remember that every Tinie is a Tim
for Piety and Perfetiion, Every Thing but Piety by '
its Hindrances ; but Piety, the more it is hindered th
higher it is raifed. Let us therefore not vainly f.'q ?
thatif we had lived in our Saviour's Days,we would hay
followed him; or that if we could work Miracles, w
would devote ourfelves to his Glory. For, to follos .,
Chyift in our prefent State, and to do all that weat,
able for his Glory, is as acceptable to him, as if w
were working Miracles in his Name

X III. When our bleffed Saviour was upon the Crof
he thus prayed for his Enemies, Father, forgisie thal
for they Ausw ot avhat they de. (a) Now all Chriftias
readily acknowledge that this Temper of Chzift is ob
the exaft Rule of our Temper on the like Cceafion
that we are not to fall fhort of it, but muft be periect]
Jike Chrift in this Charity towards our Murderer
ut then perhaps they do not enough confider, thatfe

i.'

the very fame Reafon, every other Temper of Clindl
is as much the exad Ruleof all Chriftians, as his Tem
per towards his Murderers. For are we to Le th

difofed towards our Perfecutors and Murderers, becaul
Chrift was fo difpofed towards his ? And is it nota
good an Argument, that we are to be fo and fo difpe
jed towards the World, and all worldly Enjoyments
becaufe Chrilt was io difpofed towards them ?

was as right in one Cafe as the other, and no mor
erred in his Temper towards avorldly Things, than i
his Temper towards his Euerr Should we not
to be good Chriftians, if we fell fhort of that forgivi

ef,

{a) Luke xxiil. 34
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8pirit, which the bleffed Jefus hew’d upon the Crofs »
And fhall we not equally fail to be good Chriftians, if
we fall fhort of that humble and meck Spirit which he
fhewed n all his Life ?

XIV. The fhort of the Matter is this, the Spirit and
Temper of Chrift is the /77 Meafure of the Spirit and
Temper of all Chriftians. Tt is not in this or that par-
ticular Temper of Chrift, that we are to follow his
Example ; but we are to afpire after his whole Spirit, 1o
be in all Things as he was, and think it as dangerous to
depart from his Spirit and Temper in one Inftance as in
another.  For befides that there is the fame Authority
in all that our Saviour did, which obliges us to conform
to hiis whole Example, Can any one tell why we fhould
have more Value for this World than our Saviour had ?
What is therz in our State and Circumftances, that can
make it proper for us to have more ; fteétion for the
Things of this Life, than our Saviour had. Is the Werld
any more our Happinefs, than it was his Happinefs ? Are
Riches, and Honours, and Pleafures, any more our prg-
fer Good, than they were his? Are we any more born
for this Life, than our Saviour was? Are we in lefs
Danger of being corrupted by its Enjoyments than he
Wis 2 Are we more at Leifure to take up our Reff, and
fpend our Time in worldly Satisfattions than He was ?

Hive we a Work upon our Hands that we can smors

1,

Juites of
otion and
Now as
be faid; as this World is as little

y than he could finifh his? That rec

riification and Self-denial, lefs Do

» than our Saviour's required of him
gt

of 115 I

n
9 Happinels, and more our Danger than it was hi

&iWe have a Work to finith that requires alf
Sirenpeh, that i antrary to. the World as our
viour' vas no Reafon for his T
the World, *but what is the fame Real

1 there we

feenrd « 1 Tor
I difregard it in the fame Manner.
.\\\ ke another Inh

ance of our bleffed Savion"s
-rlt.l.‘ ]'.. 4 [ 4 /]

Spirtt, Team

vy P
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$ie ‘may think other wife of himf{elf, than our Saviouk
here ihOUHhLP Or that he need be /lefs devoted to the
Glory of Gop than he was? What is there in our Na-
ture and Condition to make an y Difference of this kind ?
Or can any thing ¢lfe be the .U.!}]unu of onr Nature,
but that which was the Happinefs of his? Was he a
_L;'.‘)':J'? Did he leave the true H: "‘l"EIJL|: of buman Life
by deveting himfelf to the Will of Gop ¢ Orcan IJU!
te our Cafe, tho' it was not his? Can we be Lefers by
fooking to Gop alone, and 4 “to his
Glory ¢ Was it not the Greatne(s and Happinefs of our
Saviour that he lived to Gop alone? And is there any
other Greatnefs or Happinefs for us? We n
deck out for another Gop, as for another Happir
another Way to it, than that in which Chr it i L‘”""
hefore us. He did not mutnLL the Nature of May,
the Natute of the Werdd; he did not overlook any m[
Felicity, or pals by any jm.“mr..' he only made the
beft Ufe of human Life ; and his Spirit an d ‘Temper i
as neceffary for our Condition as it was for his, For this
World, and all the Things of the World, fignify as
Zittle to us as they did to him, We are no mote in 04F
gruz State, till we are got out of this World, than he
was : and we have no \V:;)' to arrive at true Felicity and
Greatnels, but by {o devoting ourfelves to G op as our
blefled Saviour did. We muft therefore make it the
Bufinefs, and \l.-'l of our ] ives, to be like Chrift ; and
¢this not in a / hut m'-l. great Nicety
and Fxadln *-'
and De f“l”- , to his
gion in the World, as the exact Mo

XVI. Again, Learn. of (fair ]; our .u]-;ﬂ'-;-l Savi-
gur) for 4 am meek and | 'r: Heart.

It LLI"NR to be abferved, that there muft be fr]mrt]]ing
in Lhd" I!n;f from the Man-
are taught them. Itis polyin this
 exprefly, Learnof me; and
for I am

ting ourfel

e.0f ours,

it

yery cxtraords
ner in which we
Place, that eur Saviour f
he fays, !..;.au of mie he does not {2
9 JII'- lm[ 1’ ”.'r'!'."' --”.'1
] teach us thefe are
vei /b liis Spirit, ab
i
ollewers (o learn of
him.

swhen
fuft and equitable, o
eanely in Heart 5 asif hr' !
vhich moft of
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Bim. TFor confider, does Chrift, wh
flf, chufe to do by b - Tempers 2
88 (o' learn of him, ‘does he
And is not this a fufficient Proof
which the Followers of Chrifk ar
fearn ; and that we ar
WE are wanting in them ? Noy
Mafter lias made thefe Charatte
madters of his Spigit; it is
the .'7';',!:‘.';,i_‘;z."}“’-.—'a.g Cha rs of
oaly o far his, as we are lik
he more fowely than he n
any Degrees of Flam;l;
S8 no more be faid, than
Ballt, But can there L
Which became him. that

i | empers
of all oblized to
e to Chrift, when

Qur ore

ord angs

ko

our State and Condition
Hisility that was necefl
1 ovr Nature, more 14
i the Favour of Gop

H,‘;;n;ew, and Urnaments of

from any |
ry for him » Are we }
ed in our Condition, o
he was?
Life, which we maiy del
i, th he might not ? We muft own thefe Abfy;
6 elfe acknowl lge that we are to breathe the
1:'?'-';'_’}' S}‘-f? #, alt with the __f'.. me ;'.I».-’.-':'a'."r,'.__.f'.f.‘ and praciife
W& fome busmble B aviour that he did. 8o that the
Matter comies plainly to this Conclufion,
Chritt was more hun
Condition re uired, or we are under a Neceflity of the
e Humility, 1il] we can prove, i
igher State than he was,
AVIL We fee the Hei: ht of our Calling ; that we
e called to follow the Example of guy Lord and Ma.
& and to go thro’ this World with his Spirit and
Tt’lﬂpt'r. Now nothins js o likely a Means to fill us
.'Wi{h his Spirit and Te iper, as to be frequent in read
ng the Gofpelr, which contain the Hiftory of his Life
and Converfation in the World. We are apt to thinl,
thar we have ﬁ.rﬂiucn:i}' read a Book, when we have
fo read ity s to know.what it contains. Ty ling
fay be fufficierit . as to many Books; but as to the
Gﬂfvr'ﬁ-, We are not to think that we have read them
$iough, becaufe we have often read and heard whae

»

2 they

ceufe os

re Liui'."‘: D Farle

either that
and lowly than hi, Nature and

(3]

that we are m 2
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‘.3" we muft read them. as we do our
v what they contain, but to fill our
of them, There is as much Dif-
g and reading, as there is betwixt
ying : And as no ohe prays well, but
and conftant in P s ;3 {0 no.one can
ufficient A , but he that
it in the Reading of them. By thus
1z L\-im our blefled Lord ng into his
lanner of Life; hearing his divine Say-
mlj.' I;.{h'uum;"; his Accounts of the
. J_)uiui'.;d 3 his Defcriptions of the l;inry
s, we fhould find our Hearts formed and
and thir frer Ri (e fi Happy
3 Ec-n of Gop upon Earth converting
ners, and calling fallen Spirits to, retuzn to G opib
next happy are we, \Lhr: have his Difcourfes,
Dollrines, Actions, and Miracles, which then converted
s and Heathiens into Sainre and Martyrs, fill pre-
v'd to fll us with the fame heas Light, and
ng us to the fame State of Glory |

to

[('Jl-'!.

R 60
An Exhortation to Chriftian Perfeitionm.

X 7 Hoever hath read the foregoing Chapters with

Attention, is, I hope, fu nily inftructed in
the Knowledge of Chriffian Per ;. He hath feen
that it requireth us to.devote ounl\u avhally unto Gop §
to make the Ends and Defigns of Rr'hg.mu the Juds
and Defigns of all our Ations ; ; that it calleth us to be
born again of Gap ; to live by the Light of his Holy
Spirit ;. to. renounce the h erdd, and all w.au dly Tempersy
tnl Qife aconftant wniverfil Self-denial ; to mh{ui'asy
War with the Lf),nmnon ‘and Diforder of our Nature;
to fhew the Power of Divine Grace, by a Purity and
Holinefs of Converfation ; to avoid all Pleafures and

Cares which grieve the Haly Spirit, and feparate hiny i

from
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from us ; to live in a daihy, co nflant State of Prayer and hi
Devotion ; and, as the Crown of all, to imitate the 4
Life ard Spirit of the holy Jefus.

‘M. It now only remains that I exhort the Reader to
lsbour after this Perfeftion. Was I to exhort any one
10 the Study of Postry or Eloguence, to labour to be rick
alid great, or to fpend his Time in Matkhematics, or o
ther Learning, I could only produce fuch Reafons as are
fit to delude the Vanity of Men, who are ready to be
tiken with any Appearance of Excellence. For if the
finle Perfon was to afk me, what it fignifies to be a Poge
of eloguent, what Advantage it would be to him, to be
agreat Mathematician, or a great Statcfmar, I muft be
forced to anfwer, that thefe Things would fignify jufk
& much to him, as they now fignify to thoefe Poets,
Orators, Mathematicians, and Statefmen, whofe Bodies
liave been a long while loft among commen Duft. For
#fdMan will be fo thoughtful and mquifitive as to put
tiie Quettion to: every human Enjoyment, and ak what
real Good it would bring along with it, he would foon
¥V iind, that every Succefs jn the Things of this Life, leaves
U Juft in the fame State of Want and Emptinefs in which
Wfound us, Ifa Man afke why he fhonld labour to be
the firlt Mathemati ny Orator, or Statefman, the An-
fwer is cafily given, becaufe of the Fame and Hovour of
fich a Dillinétion ; but if he was to afk again, why he
lould thirft after Fame and Honour, or what Good they
. Would do him, he muit ftay long enough for an Anfwer,
¥or when we are at the 70p of all haman Attainments,
Weare [Lill at the Bottom of all human Mifery, and have
ifl-h'lc no farther Advancement towards true Happinefs,
Wan thofe whom we {ee in the want of all thefe Excel-
fities, Whether 2 Man die before he has writ Poes
fumpiled Hiftories, or raifed an Eflate, fignifiesno more,
fban whether he dicd an dundred or a Thouland Years
ago,
AL On the contrary, when any one is exhorted to
hour after Chriftian P rfeftion, if he then afl
Bood it will do him, the An wer is ready, that it
=, ffﬂ him a Good which Eterni
oSl deliver Kim from a State of anity and Mifery ;
] 4t will raife him from the poor Enjoyments of an
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animal Life; that it will give him a glorious Body,
earry him, in Spite of Deathand the Grave, to live -.\nh
Gop, be glorious among Angels and heavenly Lung‘
and be full of an infinite Hd}umm{\ to all Eternity, [
therefore we could but make Men fo re ,Il_lni‘.h](‘ asto’
make the fhorteft Enquiry into the Nature of 1 Isngs
we fhould” have no Oceafion. to mhorl them to frives:
after Chriftian Perfeftion, Tawo & f;u ns we fee putap
End to all the vain Projects and ])c figns of human Lifey
they are all fo empry and uofelefs to our H: 1ppinefs, that
thw cannot ftand the Trial of a ficond Queftion. And
on the other hand, ’tis but n!l:m':, whether Chriftian
Perfeftion tends to m.lLu. us have no other Care. Ome
fingle Thought upon' the eternal Happinefs it leads tg;;
s iuﬂmem to-make I‘enpk Saints. ;
IV. This fhews us how inexcnfable all Chriftians are,
Who are devoted to the T luugs of this Lifé, It is nol
becaufe they want f,; Parts, or are unable to make| |
decp Refiediions 3 but it is br'cauk they reject the fitll: .
Principles of eommon Senje ; they won't fo much a8 afk
what thofe Things are which IhLy are labouring after ).
Did .].r.\; but de thus much I\L afon, we netl not defirg
them to be wifer, in order to { r:[w:.h eternal Happinels
As a Shadow at the firft Trial of the Hand appears te, ;
have no Subftance; {o all human Enjoyments fink away,
into nothing at the firft Approach of'a Joisns Thought
We muft not therefore complain of the Wealnefs dnd
Tgnorance of our Nature, or the deceitful Appearances
of worldly Enjoyrients, h£‘<, aufe the lpwelt Degree ol
Reafon, if liften’d to, is fufficient to difcaver the Cheat
If you will, you may blindly do what the reft of the
V&o rld are do 1.ﬂ_: you may follow the (05 and ru
ye surfelf out of Breat J’r for you know not \‘.11 it Bue il
you will but fhew fo much Senfe, as to afk why you
fhould take fuch a Chace, you will need no deepera’
Refleftion than this to make you leave the Broad Way
and let the Wife and Learned, the Rich and Great, be
mad by themfalves, Thus much common Senfe will
turn your Eyes mwards Gop, will feparate you from
all' the Appearances of worldly Felicity, and fill you
with one only Ambition after eternal Happinefs, _
V. Suppofc that fricz Sobriety was the fole End of
Mam'u
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Ban, the neceflary Condition of Happinefs, Whar
would you think of thofe People, who, knowing and
believing this to be true, fhould yet fpend their Time in
getting Quantities of all Sorts of the Srongeft Liguors ?
What would you think if you faw them conltantly en-
larging their Cellay, filling every Room with, Dy 5
and contending who fhould haye the largeft Quantities
of the ftrongeft Liquors }  Now this 15 the Folly and
Madnefs of the Lives of Chriftians they are as wife
and reafonable, as they are who are 2] vays providing
firong Liquors, in order to be /4 &y foler.  For all the
Enjoyments of human Life, which Chyift ans {o afpire
after, whether of Riches, Greatnefs, Honours, or Plea-
Jures, are as much the Dangers and Temptations of a
Chriftian, as ftrong and plealant Liquors are the Temp-
tations of a Man that is to drink only Water. . Now if
Jo8 was to afk fuch a Man, why he is continually in-
ereafing his Stock of Liquors, when he is to ab
ftain from them all, and only to drink Water, he can
give you as good a Reafon, as thefe Chriftians, who
fpare no Pains to acquire Riches, Greatnefs, and Pjea-
l{res, at the fame Time that their Salvation depends
upon therr fenouncing them all, upon their Heavenly-
mindednefs, Humility, and conftant Self-denjal,

VI, But it may be you are not devoted to thefs
Things ;. you have a greater Soul than to be taken with
Rithes, Equipage, or the Pageantry of State; you are
deeply engaged in Learning and Siicnces.

‘ou are, it may be, {quaring the Girele, or fettling:
te Diftances of the Stars, or bufy in the Study of
Exlichk Plangs.
~ You, it may, be, are comparing the ancient Lan.

gudges, have made deep Difcoveries in the Change of
{w‘rmw, and perhaps know how to write an Infeription
35 obfcure Characters as if you had lived above T'waq
foufand Yedrs ago; Or, perhaps you are meditating
P00 the Heother Theolog y, collecting the Hiftory
ﬂlieir Cadr and ¢ f3 Or, you are fcamnj:‘.g fome an-
Gent Greek or Ron Poet, and making an exaét Col.
lecltion of theiy Jfeattered Remains, Seraps of Sentences,
b E.'\"}.’J’J \'\*(1]‘;55.
W arenat expofing your Life in the Field like a mad
: Alexand, "~
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wr 3 but you are fighting over all thels
Rattles in your Stu r’\ ; you are collecting the Names of
their Geverals, the Number of their lmnpﬁ :]u: Man-
ner of their Arms, and can "m. the World a more
e Account of the Times, P;..&C! and (.m.um.l.m(u
of their Dattles, than has yet been feen.

VI1I. You will prt].'ipx. afk, Whether this be not a
very commendable Enquiries ? An excellent Ufe of our
Time and Partst Whether i’mple may not be very
reafonably exhorted to thefe kind of Studies 7 Tt may be
anfwered, that all Enquires (however learned they may
be reckoned) which do not improve the Mind in fome

{dul Knowledge, that do not make us wife in »edigius
Wifdor, are to be re ckoned amongft cur greateft Vani
ties and Follies. All Spec ulations that \\1!1 not ftand
this T'rial, are to be looked upon as l.u,W .mdu ings and
‘..|pc,lm_nucs of 1.:”»”.;‘.”_ :,.m

It is ftrange w: ant of Thought to ]‘Ihl'_‘_‘lllt’, that an En-
quiry is ever the better ; becaufe it is taken up in Greek
and Lazin.  Why is it not as wife and u.'u:n.IML fora
Scholar to dwell in the Kitchen and converfe with («nh,
s to go into his Study, to meditate upo the Roman
Artof Cookery, and learn their Variety of Sauces ?

A grave Doy in Divinity would per

s think his
Time very ill employed, that he was below his

Alexander or C

Chara&ter, if he was to be an Amanuenfis to {ome mo-
dirn Poet.  Why then does he think it {uitable with the

Weight of his Ldllmg, to have been a Dyudpe to fome
ancient Poet, counting his Syllables for i‘\\.Jl Years,
ly to help the World to read what fome irveligiousy
ton, OF efi iewrean Poet has wrote ?

Ir is certainly a much mare re afonable Employment

to be making Clyaths, than to fpend onc'’s Time in read-

,.... or writing Volumes upon the Gric or Roman
Garments.

VIIIL. If you can fhew me a Learning that m1Lcs
Man troly {enfible of his Duty, that fills the Mind swith
true Licht, that reforms the Heart, that difpofes it right
fowards Gop, that makes us more reafonabic 10 all our
Agtions ; that infpires us with Fors/ L Humility, Dewos
tion, and Contempt of the Werld

Notons of the Greatnefi of Religion, the Sam
Moralityy

; that gives us right
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Munality, the Littlenefi of every Thing but Gop, the
Fanity of our Pitﬂ“;()ﬂ,‘-, and the ﬂ-[.:':‘_f,- 1-L and Corruption
of our Nature, I will own myfelf an Advocate for fuch
wlearning,  But to think that Time §s well employed,
whecaufe it is fpent in fuch Speculations as the Vulgar
gannot reach, or becaule they are fetch'd fiom Anti-
quily, or found in Greeé or Latin, is a Folly that may
be calléd as great s any in human Life.

They who think that thefe Enquiries are confiftent
with a Heart ensirely devioted to Go py have not enough
confidered human Nature ; they would do well to con-
filtonr Saviour’s Rebuke of Murthe. She did not feem
to fave wandered far from her proper Bufinefs ; {he was
not bufy in the Hiftory of Houfe-rvifery, or enquir i
o the Original of the Difiaff; the was only taken up

]
with prefent Affairs, and cumber'd about much [(rreod

£ I =
o

Bit our Blefled Saviour faid unto her, Marthe, Martha,
i art careful and troubled about many Thirgs, But
e Thing is needful,

Now if Scholurs and Diwiues can fhew, that they only
apply to fuch Studies as are ferviceable to the one Thing
Ragful; if they are bufy in a Philofophy and Learn-
l'rlg that has a neceflary Conneétion with the Devotion
ofthé Heartto G o p, fuch Learning becomes the vol-
lowers of Chyrift-: But, if ‘they trifle in Grect and Lar #,
ad only aflift other People to follow them in the fame
Impertinence, fuch Learning may be reckoned am nglf
e Corruptions of the Age. For all the Arguments
thamft Pridl, Covetoufine /s, and Fanity, are as good Ar-
guments againgt firch I ¢ ; it being the fame Irreli-
B 'to be devoted to any falie im:-m;.g, as to be de-
Yoted to any other i/ Goo

A Satisfaction in any vain Ornaments of the Bod
thether of ( :
than @ Satisfy
Mind.

IX. A Man that is eager and lsborious in the Search
i Study of that which does him s Goed, is the fame
Boor, lirtle Soul, as the Mifer who is happy in his Bags
thit are laid by in Duft. A ridiculous Application,

ouy ﬂ.'ﬁ:r;rp, "}';'r,-_-r_-, and U:.v..r’r-:;;{’f.J.‘..{';.-\g, is the faine
8t whethes it be found amongft the Finery of Fopy,

the

et
)

75 or Painf, is no greater a Miftake,
10n in the wain sments of the

..i:;.l.j‘e‘r'
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Yloards of Mifers, or the Trinkets of Firtusfs's. Ttis
the fame falfe Turn of Mind, the fame Miflake of the
Ufe of lhm'h the {ame l"flOI ance of the State of
Man, and the fame Offence againft Religion.

When we {ce a Man hjocld!ng over Bags of Wealth,
".m‘. labouring to die 7ich, we do not enly accufe him
a poor Littlenels of Mind ; *ut we charze him with
g:n..t Guilt; we'do not allow luch a one to be in a State
of Religion. Let us therefore {““i ofe that this covetaus
Man was on a fudden changed into another Temper;
that he was grown polite and curiguns ; that he vras fond
and eager after the moft ufelefs Things, if they wee
but a; and fearee: Let us fuppofe that he is now.
a5 f.L;'rcer‘),' of original }‘r._-,-'..-;' £y 48 J'.c W3 bclbrc o

] ], 0r &
an he ever g.ne
in C ]\ rity aII ]us | ¥ lh-.. =15 JJ.L a \n!sr Mln, or a better
Chriftian than he was iutln'c.? Has he more avercome
the World, or is he more devoted to G o p, than when
his Soul was lock'd up with his Money ? Alas! his Heay
18 in the {ame falfe Satisfaétion s he 15 in the (ame St
of Ignorance, is as far from the true Good, as much s
parated from Gop, as he whofe Soul is cleaving o £
Duft ; he lives in the fame Vanity, and muft die in tht
fume Mifery, as he that lives and dies in Fogpery or Co
vetoudriels,

X. Here therefore I place my Argument for Chriffial
Perfedlion. 1 exhert thee to L.hohr after it, becaulf
there is lwrhj‘ug elfe for thee to labour after ; thered
nc hing elfe that the Reafon of Man can exhort thee 19
vhole World has nothing to offer thee in its Stead]
what other Way thou \\J... thou haft chefen i
¢ but Vanity and Mifery ; for all the differcntWay
of the World are on ly different Ways of deluding th‘.!di
this only excells that as one Va .1r} can ¢ xcel another
If thou wilt make thyfelf more happy than thefe whe,
purfue their own Dr.llntéum- if thou wilt fhew thyfellt -,
wifer than Fops, more reafor 1.1.1)19 than fordid Mifers,
muft purfue that H1},pin|:“ and fludy that Wildom
which leads to Gobp; for every oter Purfuit, everyi
other Way of Life, however golite or plaujible in the Q=i
pinions of the W or!d has a Fally and Supidity in it

hl‘o
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. fion, or Figure in L, ife, that makes o

e

toany)

thit &5 equal to the Folly and Stupidity of Fope and
bifrs, |

Fora while thut thine Eyes. and think of the Sillie/t

Creasere in human Lif ¢ ; Ima gihe w t;.\ ('r {fom uhmﬂ'

that thou thinkeft the mog 2oar and 2 1n the Way of

the Weeld.  Now thou art thy elf 'w poor and vain

Creature, unlefs thou art de foted ta Gop, and |4 hmm.;g

. #lier Chriltian Perfection ; un lefs this hc thy Difference

frtm the World, thou cu n'ft not think of an".' Cre

; reature
Y morefilly than if Iu. it 1s not any Pof, or Condi.

Man wifer or bet-

ter than aniother ; if mm art a proud f’, a \m:'LJ}n,-

gl an indevour P bhery, a ¢
!mb!tm.:t Sta “,!n th Im.."ln AHon cannot inv u" i
Wy of Life that has more of | 4/ ut} or Folly than thine

w

"L XL, Every one has Wik
“eicry UfIDOl\ and Mad
Now perhaps we ¢

lom eng ough to fee what Va.
0 there are in the W orld.
it do better, than to find ont
thetrue Reafon oI the Folly and M‘.uneu of any fort of
Lifs. Al thyfelf thercfore swherein confifls the Folly of
~ Mot of Life, which js moft condemned in thy
“Judgment,
I5 2 drunken
i W]lt'rciu confifts

=1 a foolith Life:
it becaufe Le is not
Exchange ? Or be caufe he is
10 W .,L‘]m-v at the /“ 2 Or;
Noj the F 0]1' of 1t confifts in this, that he is nol
’ reature; thaf
ivation to work
t heis throwing aw; ay
2 and In \temperance,
g ”1L{ P rayer, and 1
oly ll“‘:“tl" "n'(-‘\'
i mod certainly is) of an intem 1perate
EWS s an em'i Folly in every other
Where the fame great Ends of Liyi
0" e ape I'ri"infr at the B

not wait .ll"’ at (s

-

s great at the la‘/;-wf or famous in t}

we are yet tl'f fame defpicable C
e Ara_'i A nnter, if th Thi
B fac ftom Holinefs and buunl" Aflettions

it IIE: mpe
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/, to die lefs
e and Na fe, A

“ thing that the W mhl can give us,
] ':‘.'I hings by our Fancies, we
7 ty wile, and othén
1t E-‘l-.\ln-n-. to be pur
and foolifh to by

: ith; we may th
JIL’\“'}\.L\ of F

But if we w

| Wildom of
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Reafon and Religio
) Things, we fhall calil)
t Lite are equally little and foolifh
but thofe that perfett and exalt oor Souls in Holinefs;
No one therefore can complain of want of Under"
fanding in the Conduét of his Life, for a {mall ‘ﬁh.uco'
Senfe 1= fufhicient to condemn f De "
which we fee in the World ; every one is able read
todoit. Andif we are but able to condemn the vaing/"
fort of Life upon #r ff...- the fame Realons W'
{erve to fhiew, that ul forts of Life are
but the one Life of Religion. Thou haft therefare,
I ohferved before, no Choice of to labot
afrer inftead of Chriftian Perfed yu can'lt b
t to be the pooref, A Creatgl
u|:(.u may™ft ¢
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derw that our Labour will wot Be Carn tn e
.L;m’(a}.
This is an Exhortation founded upon folid Reafons
For what can be lo wife and reafonal
abounding in thar Work which will
Whilt we are pleafed with ougi ives
the World, we are pleafed with Vansry
prolperous Labours of this kind are byt 71
dier: Bur whillt we are labouring after Chr

feltion, we are labouring for Eternity, an

gutlelves higher Stations 1n the Joys of He
Star a'['f}n'.fﬁﬁazr: arother Star in Glyy W [0 alfo is the Rew
Jirveciion of the Dead, We thall fu rely rife to different

sof Glory, of Joy and Happines in G o p, sc-
Kording to our different Advancements in Purity, Holi-
wels, and good Works,

Ne Degrees of Mortification and Self-denial, no pii-
Wate Prayers, mo fecret Mournings, no Inftances of
Cliarity, no Labour of Love, will ever be forzotten,
lafting Comfort and 1
ment.  For tho' the Rewards of the other Life arg
fiee Gifis of Gob; yet fince he has affured us, thap
£very Man fhal] be rewarded according to his Works, it
eertain that oyr Rewards will be o5 different as oup

otks have been,

&IV, Now fiand fijl1 hete awhile, and aftc yourfelf;
Whether you really believe this to be true, that the more
En"eﬂwe dre here, the more h:ippv we fha]l be hereafter »

¥

0u donot believe this to be firitly true, you know
f0tling of Gop and Religion. And if you do believe
Wbe true, js i poflible to be awvake and not afpiring
alter Chriftian Perfettion } What can you think of, what
S0 theWorld (hew you, that can make you any Amends
Fthe Lofs of ., Degree of Virtae ? Can any Way of
ifemake i; reafonable for youtodie /ufi perfei? than you
ight have done? But if you would now devote 3'{}1“'-
0 Gop, perhaps you muft part with forme P
You muft difpleafe fome Relations, you muftla;
fome Defipms, You muft refrain from fome Pleafures, yon
nuft glter your Life ; nay, perhaps you muft do Mot
5, you muf expofe yourfelf to the Hatred of
XK Year

{14 Cor. xr, 58,
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your Friends, 10 the Jeft and Ridicule of Bits, and ta
the Scorn and Derifion of worldly Men. But had you
not hetter do and fuffer all this, than die lefs perfed,
lefs prepared for eternal Glory ¢ Ang indeed the {uffer-
ing all this is fuffering nothing. For why fhould it
fignify any thisg fo you, what Fools and Madmen think
of you? And furely it can be no wrong or rath Judg-
ment to think thofe both Fools and mad, who condemn
what Gop approves, and like that which Gop condemns;
But if you think this too much to be done, to olitain
eternal Glory, think, on the other hand, what can be
gained inftead of it.

Fancy yourfelf living in all the Eafe and Pleafure that
the World can give you, efteemed by your Friends, un-
difturbed by your Enemies, and gratifying all your
watural Tempers. 1f you could fland Jhill n fuch a State,
you might fay that you had got Sfomerhing 3 but alash
every Day that is added to fuch a Life, is the fame
thing as a Day taken from it, and fhews you that fo
much Happinefs is gone from you. For be as happy as
you will, you muft fee it all finking away from yous
you muft feel youri'::lt‘rfgds'n.‘; you muft fee that you
I'ime fortens apace; you muft hear of fudden Deatlys
you muft fear Sickne/s 3 you muft both dread and defire

you muft fall into the Hands of Death; you
muit eicher die in the painful, bitter Sorrows of a deep
Repentance, or in fad, gloomy Defpair, withing for
Mosntains 1o fall upen you, and Seas to cover you, And
3s this 2 Happinefs to be chofen ? Is this all that you
zan gain by neglefling Gopn,
Defires, and not labouring a
Is it worth your while to feparate yourfelf from Go,
1o loofe your Share in the Realms of Light, to be thu
bappy, or, I may better {zy, to be thus miferable cvea
in this Life? You may be {o blind and foolifh, as not
<0 think of thefe Things ; but it is impofiible to think of
¢hem, without labouring after Chriflian Perfection.
XVI. It may be, you aretoo young, too happy, o
t00 bufy to be affected with thefe Refleétions ; but let
jue tell you, that o/ will be over before you are AWares
your Day will be fpent, and leave you 0 {uch a Night,
2s that which furprized the foolifh ¥irgins. Ard at Mid-

»g g

aﬂl{rf‘ J]gg' 5

fier Chriftian Perfeftion?

by following your own. ;
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wight theve wvas a Gy made, behald 15e

9 §¢ qut 1o mivet him ().

Tﬂjc/ & Howr will {oon be with you, when you will
have n.x,!]l"-g, to'look for, but vour R wrd 1 another
Life; when you will ftend with nothir g but Ererniey
before you, and muit vegin to be fomething that will
be your State for ever. I can no more reach Heaven
with my Hands, than I can deferibe the Sentiments thae
you will then have ; you will then feel Mutions of
Heart thar you never felt betore ; all your Thoughts
and Reflections will pierce your Soul in a manner, thae

the
Immortality of your N ature, by the Depth and plercing
Vigour of your Thoughts. You will then know whig
ith o die ; you will thea know that you never knew
it before, that you never tho ght worthily of it ; but thar
dying Thoughts are as mew and amazing as thar State
Which follows them.

Let me therefore exhort you [o come prepared to this

ime of Trial ; to look out for Comfort, wl

By Tecroom comerd =

You never hefore experienced ; and you will f

Day is before you; to treafure up fuch a Fund of rood

and pious U.'m'-k_:, as may make you able to bear that
State, which cannot be borne without them. Could T
s way make you apprehend, how dying Men fecl
the want of a pious Life; how they lament Time loft,
Health and Strength fquander'd away in Folly ; how
they look at Eternity, and what they think of the Re.
Wards of another Life, you would foon find yourfelf one
of thofe, who defire to live in the h rheft State of Piecy
ind Perfection, that by this Means you may grow old
Peace, and die in full Hope of eternal Glory.

XVII. Confider again, that befides the Rewards of
the other Life, the devoting yourfelf wholly to Gop has
afreat Reward evey m this Life, as it makes Reli:j ion
dauty pleafant to you. Whillt you are divided betwixe

1600 and the World, you have neither the Plealiires of

Eigion, nor the Pleafures of the World ; but are af.

Y45 in the Uneafinels of a divided Stare of Heare,

O have only fo much Religion as ferves to difguieg
1005 to check your Enjoyments ; to fhew vou a Hind.
Hw;'m,-f #pon the Wa iy to inm'rupl: your Pleafures; to
feproach you with your Follies; and to appear as a
K 2 Dearh’s

(1) Matth, xxv, 6.




enouch to give you a 1 afte and Feeling of its propes
Plealures and Satisfaflions. You dare not wholly nes
gledt Religion ; but then, you take no more of it than ‘
is julk fufficient to keep you from being a Terror to”
yeurfelf; and you are asloth to be wery pood, as youare
fearful to be wery bad. So that you are jult as happy
as the Slawe, that dares not run away from his Maiter,
and yet always ferves him againft his Will, Inflead of*
baving 3 Religion that is your Comfort in all Troubles;
your Religion is itfelf a Trowble, under which you vang
20 be comforted; and thofe Days and Times hang
heavieft on your Hands, which leave you only to thes"
Offices and Duties of Religion. Sunday would be verg

Dear)s Head at all your Feafts; but not Religion

=]
dull and tirefome, but that it is bor one Day in fioesg"

- a Day of dreffing and wifiting, as well'as
of divine Service. You don’t care to keep away fiom
thie Publick Worfhip, but are always glad when b8
over. - This is the State of Aaif Picty ; thos they livé
who add Religion to a worldly Life; all their Religians.
is mere Yoke and Burden, and is only magde tolerableby
having but lictle ef their Time. i
XVIIL. Urbavus goes to Church, but he hardlp,
knows wi
meet his Friends. He wonders at thofe Peaple who
are grophanr, and what Pleafure they can find in irn;-
]T'L;I-Un; but then, heis in as great a Wonder at ' thole
who would make every Day a Day of divine Worllips
He feels no more of the Pleafures of Piety, than of the
Pleafures of Prophanenefs As Religion has every.,
thing from him but his Hears, fo.he has every thiig
from Religion but its Comforss. Urbanus likes Religion,
becaufe it feems an eafy Way r}f'p[ ing Gop ; a deeend
Thing, that takes up but little of our, Time, and isd
Pr:'pc-]" Mixture in Life: But if he was reduced to luk_(
Comfaort in it, he would be as much at a Lofs, as tholt
who have lived without Gop in the World, - Whes '
Urbanus thinks of Joy, and Pleafure, and Happinel,
he does not think at all of Religion. He has gone
thro’ a hundred Misfortunes, fallen into Variety 0'"
Hardfhips ; but never thought of making Religion hit
Gumfort in any of them, ke makes himfelf quiet and
: happ) ™

and 15 ma

ether he goes out of a Senfe of Duty, orto
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e Bappy in another Manner. He is content with his
s i SChriftianity, not becaulehe is piows, but becaufe he is not
“sdigrephane. He continues in the fame Courfe of Reli-
“niiggion, not becaule of any real Good he ever found in it,,
tintbat becaufe it does him no Hure,
To fuch poor Purpofes as thefe do. Numbers of Peo-
‘ple profefs Chriftianity. Let me therefore exhort you
SMoa folid Piety, to devote yourfelf wholly unto G o.p 3
Sithat entering deep into Religion, you may enter deep
utoits Comforts ; that ferving Gob with all your Heart,
Jyoumay have the Peace and Pleafure of a Heart that is
atUnity with itfelf.  When your Confcicnce once bears
You witnefs, that you are fedfuft

faft, immoveable, and al-
suays abounding in the Work of the Lord, you will find
Wat your Resward is already begun, and that you could.
notbe lefs devout, lefs holy, lefs charitable, or lefs hum- |
ble, without leffening the moft fubftantial Pleafure that
{uigver you felt in your Life. So that to be content with
any lower Attainments in Piety, is to rob ourfelves of 2.
peelent Happinefs, which nothing elfe can give us.

ALX. You would perhaps devote yourfelf to. Pers
88tion but for this or that /its/e Diffculty that Fes in your
Way; you are not in fo convenient a State for the full

ttice of Piety as you could with: But confider that
Misis Nonfen(e, becaule Perfection confifts in conquering
Difiicalties.  You could net be perfect as the prefent
State of ‘T'rial requires, had you not thefe Difliculties and-
Iiconyeniences to ftruggle with. Thefe Things there-
e which you would have removed, are laid in your
Way, that you may make them fo many Steps to
fory.

As you could not exercife your Charity, unlefs you,
met with Objects ; fo neither could you fhew, that yon

d svercome the Warld,, unlefs you had many worldly

gigemants. to. overcome. It all your Fiiends and

r;j'k'«:';.-;m.-e-.r were deyout, humble, heavenly-minded,
and wholly intent upon the one End of Life, it would

: be lefe Perfe@ion in you to be like them - But if you are
h{rn&."e amongft thofe that delight in Pride, heawenly-
M8 amongft the worldly, fober amongft the intem-
Berate, dewout amongft the irreligious, and labouring

it chn_-,‘};‘i’;‘m amongft thofe that defpife and ridicule I
4 ‘ K 3 your:
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your Labours, then are you truly devoted unto Gap i

Confider therefore, that you can have no
fuch as the World Iays in your Way : and th:
tion is never to be had, but by parting v
It confifts in nothing elfe.  To fay thereft
fect ull it Iarﬁ with your Condition in the World
ﬂ-l)’l-l“‘ru be charitable till there were no € ibjects of Cha,.
rity. It is as if a Man fhould inten tl o be couragen
fome Time or OLer when there is nothn
his Courage.

XX. “w.nn, you re:h aps turn your Eyes upon rI-.
World ; you fee all Orders of People full of other Cand

r left o e .

and [’]t. wres ;  you' fee tl i'-_-.- rality of Clapyal,
Laity, Learned and Unlearned, your Friends and Ag .
‘Jumnrmwc moftly living according to the Spirit thi

reignech in the World; you are therefore content witl,

fuch a Piity as you think contents oreat Scholary anl
Samous Men ; and it may be you cantiot think that Got

will reje@t fuch Numbers of Chriftians. Now all this§’

amum‘g }oum']f\nm nothing ; it is only lofing yourid
in vain [maginations ; it is m.lki.]; that a Rele whie
B no ke, .md cheating yourfelf into a falfe Satisfag
tion. As you are not cenfor
fo neither are you to think your own Salvation fecure
becaufe you are like the generality of the World,

aq }rf,.,.r.,'f Pirgins that had provided no Oil in thef
Lamps, and fo \wrz. fhut out of the Marriage Feall
svere only thus far fidl, that they trufted to the 4}
JSiffeorer of thofe that were wife : But you are more foolil
than they ; for you trufl to hc faved lﬂ. the Folly 0
others ; you imagine yourfelf fafe in the A
wity, ‘md Irregularity of theWorld; youtake
m the Broad H ay, becaufe it is Moad f; you are conten
with )om {elf, becaufe you feem to be along with thi
many, tho' Gop himfelf has told you, that rarrow isth
\’\ ay rl 1at leadeth unto Life, and few there l)L that fint
it.

XXI. One Word more and I have done. Thinl
with yourfelf, what a Happinefs it is, that you have !
i your Power to fecure a Share in the Glories of Hea
ven, and make youtfelf one of thofe bleffed Beings tha
are to live with Gop for ever.  Refleét upon the UZ

i
.

ioufly to damn other People

;
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(s of bright Angels, that fhine about the Throne of

Haven. Think upon that Fulnefs of Joy, which i the
Ste of Chrift ac the Right Hand of Gob; and re-
member that it is this fame State of Glory and Joy that
lisopen for you. You are lefs, it may be, in worldly
Diftinciions than many others; but as to your Relation
. ®Goo, you have no Superior upon Farth. Let your
Landition be what it will, let your Life be ever fo mean,
Joi may make the End of it the Beginning of eternal
" Gltry. Be often therefore in thefe Refiections, that
1. Mgymay fill you with a wife Ambition of al] that Glory
iich Goo in Chrift hath called you to, For it is im-
ible to underftand and feel any thing of this, without
ing your Heart affected with ftrong Defires after it,
There are many Things in human Life which it would
%in vain for you to alpire after ; but the Happinefs of
" fienext, the Sum of all Happinefs, is fecure and {afe to
' g againft all Accidents. Here no Chances or Mif-
#ics can prevent your Succefs; neither can the
Mteachery of Friends, nor the Malice of Enemies dif-
s goint you; it is only your own falfe Heart that can
Jou of this Happinefs. Be but your own true
“fend, and then Yyou have nothing to fear from your
giies. Do but you fincerely labour in the Lord, and
en neither Heighth nor Depth, ncither Life nor Death,
' M8ty Men or Devils, can make your Labour in vain,

Bl AN T+ 8
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