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A SHORT

e COUNT

Concerning the READING

~ His Majefties Declaration

EN THE

CHURCHEM

SuiopHen the Command for
N Reading the Kings De-
LI claratlon came down firft,
accompamed with the Petition of
my Lord Archbithop of Canterbury,
and feveral other Bithops, humbly

A 2 pray-
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praying to be excufed from: the
Publifhing thofe: Declarations, 'l
difputed with my felf {folong, that
I grew into a perfect Agonyat laft,
and could take no Reit all that
Night.  For two great Evils ap-
peared ‘before me, both ‘contrary
one to the other, and yet an abfo-
lute neceflity of my falling into one

of them, cither Difobediencetothe
Kings Commands, or a Separation

and Schifm from my Metropolitan
and other worthy Bifhops, whofe
Judgments I truly reverenced in
mofit things, and whofclntegrity in
all things. This made that Night
very difmal to me, till at length,
the day coming on, I got up and
began to confider things with lefs

troubled Thoughts , and 'more

calmly and ferioufly to- weigh the
| | whole
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whole Matter. ‘And thefiefb thing
that reprefented it it felf unto the, as
an/ Anchor'to fix andrhold faftmy -
uM Souly: and compofe my Confcience,
“was that {aying, Submit your  felves to
every ordinance of man 'for the' Lords
fzz/(e v Pet.ii. 1 3. and again ver/.17.
Fear God, hononr the ng - "This was
{aid by St. Peter, who, we believe,
was guided by the Holy Ghoft,
and thercfore we take it as the ex-
;prefsCommand of God, ‘and ought
‘toroblerve itin every thmg ¢Hat | is
not flatly contrary to the Word of
‘God, or, at leaft, moft evidently
i d;:duced from the Word of God,
- fo that every common underftand.
ng muft needs fee it. Now the
‘King exprefly commanding his De-
claration tobe Read in all Chur ches,
‘without requiring him that Reads

it
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it 'to declare ‘cither his Confent,
Aflent, Allowing or Liking of it, |
would gladly know how any ‘man
can ' Thew me that to do this'is con-
trary to Gods Holy Word. ' If you
fay, that this Declaration contains'a
Difpenfing Power contrary to the
Laws of the Land, as is declared
in'the Parliament 1662. and 1672.
Iet'it be fo." Is it therefore contra-
ry'to the Word of God?" Shewit
me. L Ifthe King would vouchfdfc
v aék my Judement, Twould hom*
bly'and carneftly befeech him not
to ufe his Difpenfing Power in that’
high manner.* And T farther call
God to Witnefs that L would readi-
ly and cheerfully lay down my life
to Compofe the miferable Breaches -
that arc in thefe Nations on this ac-
count. But if after all, the King

tells
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tells me;,: he hath this Difpenfing,
Power inherent in his Majelty by
Right, and will ufe it whether I
will or nill ; What can I poor
wretch do? Or what can all m
Brethren, the Bithops, lawfully do,
- but fubmit unto his Majefties Will
and have patience? But, asa Paper
lately come forth faith, In Reading
this. His Majefties Declaration in
- the Houfe of God, I do thereby
declare my Confent unto it : for I
ought to Read nothing there but
what I do approve of. Where
doth he find this fo expreft in the
Word of God? Or from what
Text doth it neceflarily and evi-
dently follow? Can this be as clear-
ly deduced from thence, or is it as
plainly expreft as that on the con-
trary fide, that 1 am to fubmit to
cvery
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every Ordinance of man:This isthe

faying I ftick clofe to, and require:
him to fhew me out: of the Word
of God, that toread any thing in'
the Houfe of God,  is declaring my’
Confent unto it : - and therefore his:
attirmation without fome{uch proof
from  Scripture fignifies nothing.
Nay, to fet Scripture afide, and to
difcourfe of matters by common un-
derftanding : If I{hould read unto
the people in the Church a Paper

declaring that the King of France

doth Perfecute feveral Proteftants,
and deprive them of their Eftates,
doth my Reading this Paper any
way declare my Confent to his
Perfecution? So, fhould I read a

Paper in the Church declaring the
Kings Toleration of Sectaries, doth

it any way declare my Confent un-
, to
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tolit?>INo6 certainly. - This Argu-
mentis very  frivolous' and “vain,
But 'youlask me, why do I Read
this in'the Church ? and I anfwer,
becaufe 'the ' King Commands it,
and “I"know nothing in Scripture
that forbids it, 'and therefore T am
bound to obeyit.' But that Paper
farther asks; if the King command
a'Popifth Homily for Tranfubflanti-
ation to be Read in the ‘Church,
- would I ‘read it? ' No certainly,

unlefs I'read it fo as to confute it
and {hew the abfurdity of it. The
Cafe is very different: thisis a Do.
crine I am neceflarily to inftruck
the people in, and tofhew them i
‘ther the Truth or Falfity of it
And the Cafe is the fame in al]
Doctrines taught in the Houfe of
God.  But in Reading the Kings
03 B Decla-
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Declaration, there is ' no’ Dodttine
Taught,* only matter of Fadt de-
clared. . Butyou will fay,that was
known before, and f{ure there muft
be {fome other intention in requi-
ring me to Read it. "Tis true, per-
chance it is to try my Obedience:
And our Enemies having {ome
gucfs by our late not giving thanks
for that part of His Majefties: De-
claration, which was to maintain:
the Church of .England, becaufe Li<
berty for Dlﬂcnters was  then alfe
granted, that we will likewife re-
fufe the Reading of the Declarati-
on for the fame Reafon, and there-
by difpleafe the King, they there.:
fore perfuade His Majefty to re-
quire it of us. But for my own
part I was then as urgent for our
giving of Thanks, as a neceﬂ'arg |
an
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and grateful Dutys' which, had we
then performed, it would probably
have prevented’ this)Command ‘of
Reading it « whichyis likely to have
a wery fad'Confequence, and I
heartily ' lament it, *but know not ;
how to remedy it" ® Yeron' thisoc- ¢
cafion I beg leave of my Brcthren
to tell' them: my whole Senfe of
this Matter. ' When the Kings Ma-
jetty firft of all declared his Refo-
lution to ‘maintain the Church of
England in the clear Profeffion of its’
Dodrine, with' its Rights and Dif-
cipline, ' this was fuch unexpeéted
and furprizing' News, that I ftood’
long amazed at it : and 'when a¢
length I had Compofed my Mind
and fettled my felf in full belief of
it, I did ‘then alfo in all ' humble¢
gratitude  refolve to comply anc

B % ferw
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ferve His Majefty in every thing
that T'could with'a fafe Confcience
perform, and thereby preferve His
Majefties mott favourable intenti-
on and kindnefs towardsus. And
for {o good an end”as the free en-
joyment of ouf Religion, and the
True Worfhip of God to be pub-
lickly continued and 'defended, 'I
was ready both then to "give
Thanks, and now to Read (in
both which I fee no apparent evil)
and to perform fuch other things
as fhall be propofcd, which fhall
appear unto me as harmlefs as I
take them to be. Yea I confefs I
{hould yet go farther, and indoubt-
ful Cafes beg leave of God (as
N aaman the Syrian did of Elfpa,
that when he bowed down in the
- Houfe of Rimmon, with the King
TR lean-

-
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leaning on his. Hand; the Lord
would. pardon his fervant in this
thing;. o) that he would gracioully
pardon me: in complying with His
- Majefty in. fome things, wherein
there . might # be ' fome - thadow;
though no real; fubftance of Of
fence : and I-fhould never doubt
of . Gods. merciful. Pardon in i,
feeing I did.it. out of purc Obedi-
ence to my King, uponGods Com-
mand, and  to {o goodian end, ds
the preferving of 'T'ruth and Peace
among us. Which if we lofe
on this: occafion, they will have
much to anfwer for, who arc the
Authors of it.© Yet I verily be- ©
lieve, and durft lay down my life
for the Truth of it, that my Bre-
thren who refufe the difperfing of
thefe - Declarations, are very far

R ‘ from.
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from having any evil intention in
it; but will as readxly ()bey the.
King as my felf, in what is as
aoreeable to their Confc1ences, as
thefe things are to-mine. And had
I had the good fortune to haye
been amongﬁ them at their Con-
fultation, I{hould not have doubt.
ed of gogd fuccefs in perfuading,
them to this bufinefs : which, al-
though it comes now too, late for.
this ; yet by the Grace of God it
may prevent fome future evil acs
cidents. However 1 refolved to.
publith it, to give as much fatif-.
facion tothe World as I can up--
on ‘what reafon I diffent from my .
Brethren, who, I am confident,
aim at the fame. thmb, though we

P e

And I moft humbly implore His
Graci-

Mcve:hf" o clean contrary ways unto it.
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Gracious Majefty' to believe fo of
them, and not to give way to Pafli,
on, or to hearken unto thofe who
would " exafperate  him  againit
them: for ’tis impoffible a True
Son_of the Church of Enpland
fhould have any Difloyal thoughts
in his Heart, his Principles com-
manding him unto entire Obedi-
ence, cither Active or Paflive,
witheut any Equivocation, or Men-
tal Refervation in any Cafe what-
focver. And thercfore a true ge-
nerous Heart cannot but be kind
and merciful to fuch fubmiffive
Subjects, according to that, Parce-
re /) ubjettis & debellare fuperbos.

FINTS
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